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HER ROYAL HIGHNESS 

PRINCESS SOPHIA. 



MadaM) 

i FEEL inexprcffible rarisfaftlon In being 
allowed to prefent to a princess of your dif- 
tinguiflicd humanity, and fweetnefi of difpofi- 
tion, this little Work : not merely on account of 
the honour it refleds on my felf (of which I am 
very fcnfible), but from the perfuafion that your 
Patronage will give weight to the Leflbns I now 
attempt to teach, and your Example enforce the 
prafticc of them, 

1 do not mean to flatter you. Madam, nor 
would I on any account fuggeft to your mind an 
idea unfuitable to your tender year's ; therefore 
give me leave to add, that you muft confider 
yourfelf as indebted for this good difpofition, in 
the firft place to Divine Providence, and in 
the next to the excellent education which it is 
your happinefs to receive. 
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If you continue to avail yourfclf of theft ad- 
vantages you will be a blcfling to your Royal 
Parents, and an ornament to your country; 
and from your elevated ftadon, will be enabled 
CO do much good in the wotld, by exciting the 
emulation of others, of inferior ranks, to imitate 
your virtues. 

. That thefe vim.es may incrcafe with your 
growing years, and that the anniverfary of this 
DA.Y may, to the end of life, afford you a com- 
fortable retrofpe£t on the time that has pafled, is 
the &rvent wilh of. 

Madam, 
Your Royal Highnefs^ 

Mod obliged, and 

Moft obedient Servant, 



SARAH TRIMMER, 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 



It ceruihly comes within the compafs of 
Cbrijiian henrvoUnce to Ihcw compaffion to the 
jfnimal Creatm; and a good mind naturally in- 
clines to do fo. But as, through an erroneous 
education, or bad example, many children con« 

traft habits of tormenting inferior creatures, be- 
fore they are confclous of giving them pain; 
or fall into the contrary fault of immoderate 
tendemefs to^ them; it is hoped that an at* 
tempt to point out the Ime of conduft, which 
ought to regulate' the actions of human beings 
towards thofe over whom the Supreme Go* 
YBRNOR. has given them domiiiion, will not be 
thought an ufelefs undertaking ; and that the 
mode of conveying inftruftion on this lubjcA, 
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which the author of the following iheets has 
adopted, will engage the attention of young 
minds, and j^rove inftrumenul to the hapfn* 
nefs of many an innocent animaU 



INTRODUCTION, 
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II^TRODUCTIOIC. 



Many* young readers, doubtlefi, remember 
to have met with a book which gives an account 
of a litde boy named Henry, and his fifter 
Charlotte*, whofe mamma, when (he indulged 
them with walking in the fields and gardens, 
taught them ttf take particular norice of every 
ot^^ft that prefented itfclf to their view. The 
confcquencc of Ihis was, that they contraftcd 3 
great fondnefs for animals ; and ufed often to 
express a wi(h that their birds, ^acs^ dogs, &c.. 
could talk^ that they might hold converfations 
with them. Their mamma, therefore, to amufe 
them, compofed the following Fabulous Hifto- 
riesi in which the fentimenrs and affedions of a 
good father and mother^ and a family of chil- 
dren/ are Juppofed to be poflefled by a neji of 
Redbreafts \ and others of the feathered race arc, 
by the force of imagination, endued with the 
fame faculties : but before Henry and Charlotte 
began to read thcfe-Hiftories, they were taught 

* See the Author's Introdu£Uon to the Knowledge of 
Nature. 
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to confider them, not as containing the real con- 
verfations of birds (for that it is impoflible vvc 
ihould ever underftand), but as a feries of 
Fables, intended to convey morai inftrudion 
applicable to themfelves, at the fame. time diat 
they excite compaflioh and tendernefs for thofe 
intereiling ^nd delightful creature^ on which 
iuch wanton cruelties are frequently inflifbed, and 
recoaiqiend univerfal btnevoUncu 

Having given this account of the origin of tbci 
Allowing Utcle Work> the Author will no longer 
detain her young readers from the peru%l of it» 
as file flatters herfdf they will find aaiple m- 
firudkion^ refpedling the proper (reatment of am-* 
mals, in the courie of her Fabulous HiftorieSft 
which ^ow ia^ite theif attentioo* 



FABULOUS 



FABULOUS HISTORIES* 



^■liMiMH*** 



CHAP. I. 



Firahofe iriikh time had madr^ in » waif Govered 

with ivy^ a^air cif medbriasts buik their neft. No 

pkce coiitd have been better cbofen for the purpofe; it 

was fbehered from the ratn, fereened from the wlac^ 

afid io an ercbaixi bdoogixig to a gentleman who had* 

StrifXiy charged' his dbmeftics not to deftroy the labours^ 

of thole litde fong^rs who choofe his ground as an- 

afylum. 

In^s happy reliieat, which no idle fchoolboy dafed 

t6 enter, the hea Re(&reaft laid four egg% and tbea: 

took her feat upon them ; refolvin^ liiat nothing ihould^ 

tempt her to leave the neft for any length of time tiU 

ihe had batched her infant brood. Her tender mate 

every mocning took her place while £be picked up a 

bafty breakfaft^, and. often, before he tafted any food 

faimfel^ cheered her with>a..fong. 

vAt length the day arrived' when die happy mother 

beard: the chirfHng of her little ones y pieafmg to her 

ears as the prattle ofa beloved child to its fond parent: 

with inexprefilble tendernefs (he fpread her maternal: 

wings to cover them, threw out the egg-fhells in 

which they before lay confined, then prefled them: to* 

her bofom, and prefented them to her mate^ who* 

viewed them with rapture, and feated himfelf by her 

fide»» that he might (hare her pleafure* 
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We may promife ourfelves much delight in rearing 
our little family, faid he, but it will occafion us a great 
deal of trouble -, I would willingly bear the whole &- 
tigue myfelf, but it will be impoffible for me, with my 
utmoft labour and induftry, to fupply all our neftlings 
with what is fufficient for their daily fupport ; it will 
therefore be necefiary for you to leave the neft occa- 
£onally, in order fometimes to feek proviflons for them. 
She declared her readinefs to take a. flight whenever it 
fliould bcrequifite; and faid that there would be no ^ 
neceffity for her to be long abfent, as Ihe bad in her 
laft excurfion difcovered a place near the orchard, where 
food was fcattered on purpofe for fuch birds as would take 
the pains of feeking it; and that ihe had' been infoqned 
by a chaffinch that there was no kind of danger in 
picking ft up. This is a lucky difcovery indeed, re- 
plied he, and we muft avail ourfelves of it; for this 
^eat iiycreafe of family renders it prudent to make ufe 
of every expedient for fupplying our necefSties; I my- 
felf muft take a hrger circuit, for feme infeiSts that are 
proper for the neftlings cannot be found in all places ; 
however, I will bear you company whenever it is in 
my power* The little ones now began to feel the fen- 
fatipns.of hunger, and opened their gaping mouths for 
food ; on which their kind father ihftantly flew forth to 
find it for them, and in turns fupplied them all, as well 
as his beloved mate. This was a hard day's work; 
and when evening came 6n he was glad to feek repofe ; 
and turning his head under his wing, he foon fell afleep; 
his mate followed his e3^ample ; the four litile ones had 
before fallen into a gentle flumber ; and perfeft quiet- 
ncfs for fonie hours reigned in the neft. 
The next morning they were awakened at the dawn 

of 
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of day, by the fong of a (kyhrlty who had a ne(B 
jv?ar the orchard ; and, as the young RedbreaQs were: 
impatient for food^ their father cheerfully prepared him- 
^ ielf to renew his toil, but firft requeiled his mate to- 
accompany him to the place £he had mentioned. That 
I will do, replied (he, at a proper hour, but it is too 
early yet : I muft, therefore, entreat that you will go 
by yourfelf and procure a breakfaft for uSy as I am^ 
fearful of leaving the neftlings before the air is warmer^. 
left they Ihould be chilled.. To this he readily con- 
fen ted, and fed all his little darlings, to whono, for the\ 
fake of d>{lin£^ion^ I fliall give tlie names of Robin>, 
Dickfy, Flapfy, and Peckfy^ When this kind office 
was performed, he perched on an adjacent tree, and 
there, while he refted,. entertained his family with his^ 
melody^ till his mate, fpringing from the ned, called; 
on him to attend her; on which he inftantly took, 
wing, and followed her to a court-yard belonging to a- 
family nianfioa.' 

. No fooner did they appear before the parlour win-^ 
dow, than, it was hailily thrown up by Mifs Harriet: 
Benfon, a little girl about eleven years old,, the daugh«^ 
ter of the gentleman and lady to whom the houfa* 
belonged » 

Mifs Harriet, with great deligjit, called her brother 
to fee tw-o Robin, Redbreafts: her fummons waS' 
ipftantly complied with,^ and fhe. was joined by Mafter 
Frederick, a £ne chubby rofy^cheeked boy about flic 
years of age,, who,, as foon as he had taken a peep atl 
the fc^athered ftrangers,^ ran to his mamma, and en- 
treated her to give him fomething to feed the birds^ 
with* Im«ft have a great piece of bread this morning^, 
laid .he^ for there are all the fparrows and chaffinches 

JL& thaC^ 



that come every day, and^ two RoMn Redbreafts be* 
iidcs. — Here is a piece for you, Frederick, replied 
Mrs. Benfon, cutting a roll dtat was on the table; but 
if your daily pehfioners continue to increafe, as the]r ^ 
have done lately, we muft provide feme other food for 
them, as it is not right to cut pieces from a loaf on 
purpofe for birds, becaufe there are many children who 
want bread) to whom we ihould give the preference. 
Would you deprive a poor little hungry boy of his 
breakfaft, to give it to birds? No, faid Frederick, I 
would fooner give my own bre^feft to a poor boy than 
he fhould go without: but where (hall I get vi£tuab 
enough for my birds ? 1 will beg the cook to fave the 
crumbs in the bread-pan, and defire John to preferve 
all he makes when he cuts the loaf for dinner, and thofe 
which are fcattcrcd on the table-cloth. A very good 
fcheme, feid Mrs. Benfon, and I advifc you, my dear, 
to put it in execution ; for 1 make no doubt it wilj 
anfwer your purpofe, if you can prevail on the fervants 
to indulge you. I cannot bear to fee the leaft frag- 
ment of food wafted, which may conduce to tiie fup- 
port of life in any creature, 

Mifs Harriet being quite impatient to exercife her 
bcr>evolence, requefted her brother to remember that 
the poor birds, for whom he had. been a fuccefsful fo- 
licitor, would foon fly away if he did not make hafte to 
feed them ; on which he ran to the window with his 
treafure in his hand. 

When Mifs Harriet firft appeared, the winged fup- 
pliapts approached with eager expe<ftati on of %e daily 
handful, which their kind benefadreis made it a cuftom 
to diftribute, and were furpiifed at tht delay of-heV 
charity. They hopped around the window— they 
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ehirpftd— they twittered, and employed all their Kttfe 
arts toiigam attenticm ; and were on the point of depart* 
u)g, when Mailer Frederick, breaking a bit from the 
piece he held in his hand, attempted to fcaiter it among 
them, calling out at the fame time, Dicky ! Dicky ! On 
hearing the well-known found of i nvitation, the little flock 
immediately drew near. Matter Frederick iTeld a fliort 
conteft wMi his fitter , in order to prevail with her to 
let him feed all the birds himfelf ; but finding that he 
could not f^pg the crumbs far enough for the Red* 
breafts, who with the timidity of ftrangers kept at a 
dittahce, he refigned the tafk, and Mifs Harriet, with 
dexterous hand, threw fome of them to the very fpot 
where the af{e£lionate pair ttood, waiting for an oppor* 
tunity of attracting her notice, and with grateful hearts 
picked up the portion aiiigned them ; and in the mean- 
while the other binds, having fatisfied their hunger, ftic^' 
ceffively withdrew, and they were left alone. Matter 
Frederick exclaimed with rapture, that the two Robin 
Rcdbrcafts were feeding! and Mifs Harriet meditated a 
defign of taming them, by repeated inftances of kind* 
ncfs,^ Be fure, my dear brother, faid (he, not to forget 
to aik the cook and John for the crumbs, and do not 
let the leaft little moifelof any thing you have to eat 
fall to the ground. I will be careful in refpedl to mine, 
an^^e will*colle<5l all that papa and mamma crumble ; 
and, if we cannot by thefe means get enough, I will 
fpend fome of my money in grain for them. Oh, iaid 
Frederick, I would give all the money I have in the 
world to buy viftuals for my dear, dear birds. — Hold, 
my love, faid Mrs. Benfon, though I commend your 
humanity, rmuft remind you again that there are poor 
People as well as poor Birds.— Well, mamma, replied 
" ' * Frcderi'*'' 
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Frederick; I will only buy a little grairt then. As be 
(pake the bft word^ the Redbreafts having £sii(hed 
their meal, the mother bird exprefied her impatience 
to return to Ch<; neft; and having obtained her mate's- 
confent, repaired with all poflible fpeed to her humble 
habitation, whilft he tuned his melodious pipe,- and de- 
lighted their young benefadors with his muHc ; he then, 
ipread his wings, and took his flight to an adjoiniilg 
garden, where he had a great chance of finding worms 
for bis fam'rly^ 

CHAP. II. 

IVfASTER. BENsaN cxpreiTed great concern that the 
Robins were gone 5 but was comforted by hi^ filler,:- 
who reminded him that, in all probability,, his new fa- 
vourites, having met with fo kind' a reception,^ would 
return on the morrow^ Mr?. Benfon then bid them 
(but th6 window;, and, taking Frederick ia h#r lap,^ 
and defiring Mi(s Harriet to fit down by her, thus ad- 
drefTed them : 

I am delighted,, my dear children,. with> your humane 
behaviour towards the animal creation,, and wifh by all 
means, to encourage it^ but, thoi«gh a moft commend- 
aSle propenfityj. it requires regulation y let me there- 
fore recommend to you,, not to fuiFer it to gain ugoiv 
yoato fuch a degree as to make you unhappy, or ror^ 
getful of thofe who have a fuperior claim to' your at*, 
tention : I mean poor people — always keep in mind 
the diftrefTes which they endure;, and on no account 
wade any kind, of food, nor give to inferior animals 
what is deligned for'mankind. 

. Mifs Harriet promifcd to follow her mamma's in's- 

firu£lion$ ^ 
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fir'tidfdns ; but Frederick's attention was entirely en* 
gaged by watching a butterfly, which had juft left the 
chryfalis, and was fluttering in the window^ longing 
to try its wings in the air and funfhine: this Fre'derick 
was very defirous of catching, but his mamma would 
not permit him to attempt it; becaufe ((he -told him) 
be could not well lay hold of its wings without doing 
it an injury, and it would be much happier at liberty^ 
Should you like, Frederick, fakl (he, when you are^ 
going out to [rfay, to have any body lay hold of you vio- 
lently, fcratch you all over, then offer you fomething 
to eat which is very difagreeable, and perhaps poifonous, 
and (hut you up in .a little dark room f And yet this 
is the fate to which many an harmlcfs infe<5l is con- 
demned by thoiUghtlefs children. As fobn as Frederick 
underftood that he could not catch the butterfly with- 
out hurting it, he gave up the point, and zSiitcd his 
mamma he did not want to keep it, but only to carry it 
out of doors. ^ Well, replied flic, that end may be an- 
fwered by opening the window > which at her defire 
was done by Mifs Harriet : the happy infe£l feized the 
opportunity of escaping, and Frederick had fooa the 
pleafure of feeing it upon a rofc, 

xBreakfaft being ended, Mrs. Benfon reminded the 
young lady and gentleman that it was almoft time for 
their lefTons to begin; buti defired their maid^to take 
then! into the garden before they applied 'to byfinefs, 
while (be gave fome diredlions in the family: and 
Mafter Frederick, during his walk, amufed himfelf.with 
watching the^butterfly, as it flew from flower to flower, 
which gave him more pleafure than he could po/ilbly 
have received from catching and- confining the- liitle 
tender creature. 
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Let- us now fee what became of our Redbreafts after 
they left their ^oung benefaAdjrs. 

The hen bird, as I informed yon, repaired ioime- 
diately to the neft ; her heart fluttered with appreben* 
fion, as (he entered it, and (he eagerly called out^ Are 
you all hky my little dedrs? — AU iafe, my good ma# 
ther, replied Peckfy, but a little hungry, and very cold# 
•—Well, (kid (he, your laft complaint I can foon remove ; 
but in reiped to the fatisfying your hunger^ that muft 
be your father's taik, for I have not been able to bring 
any thing good for you to eat; however, he will foon 
be here, I make no doubt. Thea fpreading her wings 
over them all, flie foon commumcated warmth to tbetn^ 
and they were again comfortable. 

In a very fhort time her mate returned } for he only 
flayed at Mr. Benfon^s to finitb Us (bng, and refreih 
himfelf with fome clear water, which his new friends 
always kept in the place where they fed the birds, en 
purpofe for their little pendoners. He brought in his 
mouth a worm, which was given to Robin; and was 
going to fetch one for Dicky, but that his mate re« 
minded him of their agreement, to divide betwixt them* 
the care of providing for the family. My young ones^ 
are now. hatched, faid fhe, and you can keep them warm 
as well as myfelF; take my place, therefore^ and the 
next excurfion (hall be mine.— -I confenr, anfweredhe^. 
with the more pleafure, becaufe I think a little flying 
now and then will do you good ; but to fave you the 
trouble of a painful fearch, I can dired you to a. 
(pot where you may be certain of finding worms enow 
for this morning's fupply. He then defcribed the 
place ; and immediately on her quitting the neft entered 
it, and gathered his young ones undet his wings.— r 

Come^ 
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Cottle, m^ dcar^ faid he^ Jet ias iee what kiiid of « 
nurfe I can make; but an awkvvard one, I firar; even 
every motheNbird is not a good nurfe: but you are 
rtrj fortunate in yours^ for ihe is aa ^ceedingly ten-» 
der one, and I hope ]^u will make her a dutiful return 
for her kifldoefs. They all promifed him they would. 
Well then, faid be, I will ftng you a fong. He did fo^ 
and it was a very merry one, and delighted the neft* 
Ungs extremely *,' (o that, though they laid a little in-» 
eonvenuently under his wfngs, they did not regard it, nop 
think the time of their mother's abfence long. She 
had not &cceeded in the place (be 6s& went to, as ^ 
bey was picking' up worms to angle wtth> of whom fhe 
was afraid^ and thefscfore flew farther : but, as ibon a$ 
ihe bad obtained what (he went for, ibe pc turned with 
all poffible ^cd; a<M, notwithftanding file had re- 
peated intitations from feveral gay birds which (he met 
ta join tlieir (porttve parties, (he kept a fleady courfe^ 
preferring the pleafure of feeding titde Dicky to all the 
diveriions of the fielAs and groves. As foon as the hen 
came near the neft, her mate ftarted up to make room 
for her, and take his turn of providing for his family. 
Once more adieu ! iaid he, and was out of fight in an 
inftant. 

My dear neftlings, f^id the mother^ how do you do I 
—Very well, %ank you, replied all at once ; and we 
bare been exceedingly merry, iaid Robin, for my fa- 
ther has fung us a fweet £bng. I thinks bid Dicky, I 
(hould like to learn it. — Well, replied the mother, he 
will teach it you, I dare fay ^ here he comes, a(k him. 
— I am afliamed^ faid Dicky. Then you are a filly 
hlsd ; never be afhamed but when you commit a fauk : 
aHcing j^our £ather to teach you to fing is not one h and 

good 
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good parents delight to teach their j^xxng ones every 
thing t^t is proper and uTefuU Whatever fo good a 
father fets you an example of, you may fafely defire to 
imitate. Then, addreffing herfelf to her mate> who fot 
tn inftant' flopped at the entrance of the: neft, that he 
might not interrupt her inilru6lions, Am I not right, 
faid (hcy in what I have juft told tKem? Perfedlly fo^ 
replied h^ ; I (hall have plea fu re in teaching them all 
that is in my power; but we muft talk of that another 
time. Who is to feed poor Peckfy? CMi I^ I, an- 
fwered (he mother, and was gone in an inftant. — And 
.fo you want to learn to ilng, Dicky .^ iaid the father r 
Well, tlien, I will repeat my fong, fo pray liften very 
attentively} you may learn the notes, thougk you wiU 
not be able to pra^life them til! your voice is ftronger. 
He thpn fung with the fame approbation as before, 

Robin now remarked that it was very pretty indeed^ 
and exprefTed his defire to learn it alfo.-^-By all means, 
faid his father, I fhal! fing it very often, fo you may 
learn it if you pleafe. For my p*rt, faid Flapfy, I do 
not thiAk I could have patience to learn it, it will take 
fo much time. — Nothing, my dear Flapfy, anfwered 
the father, can' be acquired without patience, and I am 
forry to find yours begin to fail you already*: but I kope, 
if you have no tafle for mufic, that you will give the 
greater application to things that may be of more im- 
portance, to you. Well, faid Peckfy, I would apply to 
mufic with all my heart, but I do not believe it poflible 
for me to attain it. Perhaps not, replied her father; 
but Ido not doubt your application to whatever your' 
mother requires of you ; and fhe is an excellent judge 
both of ^our talents and of what is fui^ble to your fla^ 
tion in life. She isr no fbngflre& herfelfj. aUdj^et (he h 

very 
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very' clever, I affure you: here ffie comes. Then 
fifijtg to make room for her, Take your. fe^t, my love, 
faid he, and I will perch upon the ivy. The hen again 
covered her brooc!, whilft her mate amufed her with his 
finging and conver(ation, till evening reminded thenv 
of repofe; excepting that each hiade alternate excur* 
iipns a5 the appetites of their young ones required. 
^ In this manner feveral days paffed with little vari- 
ation; the neftlings were -very thriving,and daily gained 
firength and knowledge, ihrough the care and attention 
, of their indulgent parents, who every day vifited their 
friends, Mailer and Miis Benfon. Frederick had beea 
fuccefsful in his application to both the cook and foot- 
msin, by whofe affiftance he obtained enough for his 
dear birds, as he called them, without infringing on 
the rights of the poor ; as he was ftill able to produce 
a penny whenever his papa or mamma pointed out to 
bim a proper objed of charity. 



CHAP. III. 

■m. • 

Ir happened one day that both the Redbreafts, who 
alwayi^ went together to Mr. Benfon's (becaufc if one 
had waited for the other's return it would have mifTed 
the chance of being fed); it happened, I fay, that they 
were both abfent longer than ufual; for their little be- 
nefaftors having been fatigued with a very long walk 
the evening before, lay late in bed that morning ; but 
as foon as Frederick was drefTed^ his fifter, who was 
waiting for him, took him by the hand, and led him 
down flairs, where he haftily demanded of the cook 
the colledtion of crumbs referved for him. As foon 

* * 
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as he entered the bireakfiift parlour, he tai> eagerly to 
the windovrt and attempted to fling it up. What is 
tbe.cauTe of this tnigbty buftle? bid his mamiBa. Do 
you not perceive that I am in the room, Frederick P— • 
O, my birds ! my birds ! cried be. I underftand, re* 
joined Mrs. Benfoii) that you have negleded to feed 
your little penfioners; how came this about, Harriet? 
—We were (o tired laft night, anfwered Mifs Benfon^ 
that we overflept ourfelves, mamma. —This excufe may 
fatisfy you and jrour brother, added the lady, but I fear 
your birds would bring heavy* complaints againft you> 
were they able to talk our language; But make bafle 
to fupply their prefent wants ; and, for the future^ 
whenever you give any living creature caufe to depend 
on you for fuftenance, be careful ott no account to dis- 
appoint it ; and if you are prevented feeding it yottrfelf, 
employ another perfon to do it for you. But though it 
is very commendable, and indeed aniobtigation on your 
humanity, to be attentive to your dependants, yet you 
rnvft not let this make you forgetful of yoilr duty to 
your friends. It is cuflfomary for little boys and girls 
to pay their refpedts to their papas and mammas every 
morning, as foon as they fee them. This, Frederick, 
you ought to have done to me, on entering the par- 
lour, inftead of running acrofs it, crying out, My 
birds [ my birds ! It would have taken you but a very 
little time to have done fo: however, I will excufe 
your negleft now, my dear, as you did not intend to 
ofFend me ; but I expeft that you will fo manage the 
budnefs you have undertaken, that it may not bre^ in 
on your higher obligations. You depend as much on 
your papa and me for every thing you want as thefe 
little ^ds do oo you ; nay, more fo, for they could 
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fapply their own wants by feektug food in other places ; 
but children can do nothing towards their fupport: 
therefore it is particularly requifite that they fliould b* 
dutiful and rdpedful to thofe whofe tendernefe and care 
are conftantly exerted for their benefit* 

Mifs Harriet promifed her mamma that ihe wovld^ 
on all occafions, endeavour to behave as (he wi(hed 
her to do ; but i am forry to fay Fredericic was more 
intent cm opening the window than on imbibing the 
good inftru£Hons that were given him. This he could 
' not efie^i and therefore Harriet, by her mamma's 
permiffion, went to his affiftance^ and the ilore of pro- " 
vifions was difpenfed. As many birds had nefts, they 
eat their meal with all poffible expedition ; among this 
mimber were the Robins^ who difpatched the bufinefs 
%% foetv as they couId$ h^ the ben was anxious to re- 
turn to her little ones, and the cock to procure them a 
Inreak&ft; and hav^ing given his young friends a fere* 
nade before diey left their bedchaoAers, he did not 
think it neceiiapy to flay to fing any more; they there* 
fore departed* 

When the motber-l»rd arrived at the ivy.wall, fiie 
ftopped at the entrance of the neft with a palpitating 
heart; bat feeing her brood all fafe and well (he baftened 
to take them under her wings* As foon as fhe was 
ieated, flie obierved that they were not fo cheerful as 
ufual. What is the matter? iaid flie; How have you 
agreed daring my abfencei To tbefe queftions all 
were tmwilling to reply; for the truth was that they 
kad been q^aarrelling almoft the wtiole time. What! 
aU fiknt? ^fd ibe; I fear yoi| have not obeyed my 
commands, but have been contending. I defire you 
iViU tell me tbettiMfa« Rebki, knowing that he was 
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the greatcft oflTenderi began to jufiify himfclf before 
the others could have time to lay an accufation agaiAft 
liins« 

I am fure, motheri faid he, I only gave Dick a h'ttle 
peck) becaufe t^e crowded me fo ; and all the others 
joined with htm, and fell upon me at once. i 

Siiice you have begun, Robin, anfwered Dicky, I 
tXHift fjpeak, for you gave me a very hard peck indeed { 
and I was afraid you had put out my eye. I am fure I 
made all the room I could for you i but you faid you 
ought to have half the neft, and ^ be mafter when 
your father and mother were out, becaufe you are the 
cldcft- 

I clo not love to tell tale«^, faid Flapfy, but what 
Dicky fays i$ ve^ry true, Robin ; and you plucked two 
or three little feathers ou( of me, only becaufe I begged 
you not to ufe us ill. 

And you fet your foot very harc^xupoa me, cried 
Peckfy, for -telling you that you had forgot your dear 
mother's command. 

This is a fad ftory indeed, faid the mother. I syn 
very forry to find, RoWn, that you already difcover 
fuch a turbulent difpofition. If you go on in this 
tnanner we ihall have nd peace in the neft | nor can I 
Jeave it with any degree of fatisfadiion. As for your 
being the eldeft, though it makes me {hew you a pre- 
ference on all proper occafions, it does not give you a 
privilege to domineer over.yoar brothers and fifters/ 
You are all equally the obj/eSs of oi;^ tender care, 
which we ftall exercife imf^rtially among you, prow 
vided you do not forfeit it by bad behaviour* To (hew 
jou that y»u are not mafter of the neft, I defire you to 
££t from under my ynng^ wi fit on the outfide, while 
, 9 I cherifh 
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I cherifli thofe who are dutiful and good. Robin^ 
greatly morticed, rettred from his mother ; on which 
Dicky, "With the utmoi^kindnefs^ began to intercede 
for. him. Pardon Robin, my dear mother, I intreat 
you, faid he ; I heartily forgive his treatment of me^ 
and would not have complained to you, had it not been 
neceiFary for my own juftification.— You are a good 
birdy Dicky, faid his mother ; but fuch an offence as 
this muft be repented of before it is pardoned. At this 
inftant her mate returned with a fine worm^ and looked 
as ufual for Robin, who lay (kulking by himfelf. Give 
it, faid the moAer, to Dicky; Robin muft be ferved 
laft this morning ; nay, I do not know whether I (hall 
permit bim to have any v,i£tuals all day. Dicky was 
vtry unwilling to. mortify his brothfir ; but, on his mo- 
ther's commanding him not to detain his father, he 
opened his mouth, and fwallowed the delicious mouths 
ful. What can be the matter, faid the good father^ 
when he had emptied his mouth: furely none of the 
little ones have been naughty? But I can^apt ilop to 
enquire at prefent, for I left another fine worm, which 
may be gone if I do not make hafte back« 

As. foon as he departed, Dicky renewed his entrea* 
ties that Robin^ might be forgiven; but as he fat 
fwellingwith anger and difdain, becaufe he fancied that 
the eldeft ihould not be flioved to the outfide of his 
mother's wing, while the others were fed, fhe would 
not hear a word in his behalf. The father foon caniie 
and fed Flapfy, and then thinMng it beft for his mate 
to continue heryfnflrudions,he made another excurfion^ 
during which Peckfy, wtipfe little heart was full of af.- 
leftionate concern folNbe puni(hmen( of her brother^ 
ibus attempted, to €U>mfort hiQi. 

* Dear 
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DtSLT Rdnn, do. not grieve, I wilt give you mf 
breakfaft, if my mother will kt me. Ok, (aid Robin, 
I do net want any breakfaft;^f I may not be ferved 
fi^ I will have nvne. Shall 1 a(k tnyjnother to forgive 
you i I do not want any of your interceffionS) replied 
he; if you bad not been a parcel of ill-natured things 
I (houtd not have been puihed about as I am. 

Come back, Peckfy, faid the motheri who oi^crheard 

them, I will not have you convo'fit'wtth fo naughty a 

bird. I forbid everyone of you even togonearhtm» 

The father then arrived, and Peckfy was fed. You 

may reft yourfelf, my d^ar, laid the moiier, your moj^n* 

ing^s talk is ended. Why, what has Robin done? 

aiked lie. Whit I ant ferry to relate, fiie repUod ; 

quarrelTcd with his brothers and fifters. QuaereHed 

with his brothers and fifters ! you fui^iie me : I couid 

not have fufpe£ted he would have been «fcber ft> imMh 

or fo unkind. O, this is not alU faid the moAer, for 

be prefumes on being the eideft, ami claims half i!be 

titti to htmMf when we are sA>fent, and now is fuUea 

%ec&ure he is di%raced, and not fed firft as nfoaL .Jf 

this is the cafe, rcfJied the &tber, kavie me to fettle 

tbis bulinefs, my dear, and pray go intb the air a little, 

for you leem to be fadiy vexed. I am diftuibed, faid 

Ae, I confer for, after all my care afid kmdneTs, I 

did not ekptSt fucfa a iad recompenfe m tfitsu I am 

forry to expofe this perverfe birdceten to you^ but he 

wilt not be corrected by me. 1 will do as t^ou icfue^ 

go into the ait a Ittdt; fo faying, Jbe repaired fco a 

neighbouring tftfty urtlttt flie wakcdj with anxioas ex<- 

"peflatton, the ^venft of ^ber ipite's admonition. 

As foon as^the mother deprfBiRl, theiatAier thus adU 

^relTed the delinquent. And ib, Itobin, fM ^Mm to 

8 be 
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be mafter of the neft ? A pretty mafter you will make 
indeed, who do not know even how to govern your 
own temper! I will not ftand to talk much to you 
now, becaufe in your prefent difpofition you would in 
^11 probability turn a deaf ear, to my admonitions ; but 
depend upon it I will not fuffer you to ufe any of the 
family ill, particularly your gpod mother ; and if you 
perfift in obflinacy, I will certainly turn you out of the 
neft before you can fly, Thefe threatenings intimi- 
dated Robin, anjdhe alfo began to be very hungry as 
well as cold ; he therefore promifed to behave better 
for the future, and his brothers and fifters pleaded 
carneftly that he might be forgiven and reftored to his 
ufual place. 

I can fay nothing in refpefl to the laft parttc«lar, re- 
plied the father, that depends upon his mother ; but as 
it is his fir ft offence, and he feems to be very forry, I 
will myfelf pardon it, and intercede for him with his 
mother, who I fear is at this time lamenting hi^ obdu- 
racy. On this he left the neft to fcek for her. Re- 
turn, my deaf, faid he, to your beloved family; Robin 
feems fenfible of his offence, and longs to a(k your for- 
givenefs, Pleafed at this intelligence,, the mother 
raifed her drooping head, and clofed her wings, which 
hung mournfully by her fides, expreffive of the dejec- 
tion of her fpirits. I fly to give it him, faid (he, and 
haftened into the neft. In the mean while Robin wifiied 
for^ yet dreaded, her return. 

As foon as he faw her he lifted up a fupplicating eye, 
and with feeble accents (for hunger and forrow. had 
made him fiint) he cried. Forgive me, dear mother, I 
will not again offend you. I accept your fubmifiion, 
Robin^ faid flie, and will once more receive you to my 
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wing; but indeed your behaviour has made me very 
unhappy. She then, made room for him, he neftled 
clofeJy to her fide, and foon found the benefit of her 
foftcring heat; but the pain of hunger ftill remained, 
yet he had not confidence to afk his father to fetch him 
any victuals : but this kind parent waited not for foli- 
citation; for feeing that his mother had received him 
into favour, he went with all fpeed to an ac^acertf fieW, 
where he foon met with refrej3||pent fot him, which 
with tender love he prefented, and Robin fwaliowed 
with gratitude* Thus was peace reftored to the neft, 
and the happy mother once more rejoiced that hat- 
mony reigned in the family. 



C H A P. IV. 

A FEW days after a frefh difturbance took place. 
All tha little Redbreafirs, excepting Peckfy, in turn 
committed fome fault or other, for which they were 
occafionally punifhed ; But (he was of fo amiable a dif- 
pofition, that it was her conftant ftudy to a£t with pro- 
priety, and avoid giving offence; on which account 
file was juftly carefied by her parents with diftinguifli- 
ing kindnefs. This excited the envy of the-others, and 
they joined together to treat her ill, giving her the title 
of the Favourite ; faying that they made no doubt their 
father and mother would referve the niceji morfels for 
their darling. 

Poor Peckfy bore all their reproaches with patience, 
hoping that (he fhould in time regain their good opi- 
nion by her gentlenefs and affeftion. But it happened 
one day that, in the midft of their tauntings, their 
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mother ufte^ipedi^dly returned, who bearing an uncom- 
moil noife ^mong her young ones^ (lopped on the iv.jr 
toJearnthe caufe; and as foon as (he difcovered it^ 
made her appearance at theentrance of the neft, wich« 
countenance that indicated her knowledge of their pro- 
ceedings, and her difpleafure at them* 

Are thefe the fentiments, faid (hc) that fubfift in a 
lamily which ought to be bound together by love and 
kindnefs ? Which of you has caufe to reproach either 
your father or me with partiality? Do we not, with 
the exaSeft equality, diftribute the fruits of Our labours 
aftiong you I . And in what refpcft has poor Peckfy the 
}»re;fcrence but in that commendation which is juflly 
her due, and which you do not ftrive to deferre ? Has 
file ever yet uttered a complaint againft you, though, 
froni thij dejeaion Of her countenance, which (he in 
vain attempted to conceal, it is evident that (he has 
differed your reproaches for fomc '<kys pa(l ? I po/i- 
tivdy command you to treat her otherwife, for it is a 
mother's duty to fuccour a perfecuted neftling; and I 
will certainly admit her next my heart, and banifc you 
all from that place you have hitherto pofieiFed in it, if 
you fuffer envy and jealoufy to occupy your bofoms, to 
the excluiion of that tender love which (he, as the kindeft 
of (Ifters, has a right to cxpedt from you. 

Robin, Dicky) and Flapfy, were quite confounded 
by their mother's reproof, and Peckfy felt an afFec-t. 
tionate concern that thay had incurred the difpleafure o^' 
fo tender a parent ; a(nd, fkr from increafin^g it by com-^ 
plaining of thcnrj, endeavoured to fofren her anger. 
That I have been vexed, my dear mother, feid (he, i$ 
true, but not to fo great a degree as you fuppofe ^ and 
I am ready to believe that my dear brothers and^ fibers . 
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were not in earneft in the fevere things they faid of me 
.^perhaps they only meant to try my affe<Sion. • To 
fpaf e them the trouble of any future trial, ( now entreat 
them to'believe my aflurances, that I would' willingly 
refign the greateft pleafure in life, could I by that 
means increafe their happincfs ; and fo far from wifhing 
for the mceji msrfelj would content myfclf with the 
fiumbleft fare, rather than any of- them fliould be dif- 
appointed. This tender fpeech had its defired efFeft; 
it recalled thofe fentiments of love which envy and jca- 
loufy had for a time baniflied: each neftling acknow- 
ledged Us fault, and having obtained the forgivenefs of 
their mother, a perfedt reconciliation took place, to the 
great joy of Peckfy, and indeed of all parties. 

• AH'fhc neftlirigs continued very good for feveral 
days, and no octurrence happened worth relating ;. the 
little flock were foon covered with feathers, which their 
mother taught them to drefs, telling them that neatnefs 
was a very efTential thfng, being conducive to health, 
and alfo to the rendering them agreeable in the eye of 
the world. 

Robin was a very ftrong, xobuft bird, not remark-, 
able for his beauty; but there f^as a great brifknefs in 
his manner, which covered many defedls ; and he was 
very likely to attraft notice. His father judged, from 
the tone of his chirpings, that he would be a very good 
fongfter, " , 

• Dicky had a remarkable fine plumage ; his brcaft was 
of a beautiful red, his body and wings of an elegant 
mottled brown, and his eyes fparkled like diamonds. 

Flapfy was alfo very pretty, but more diftinguifhed 
for the elegance of her (hape thap fpr the variety and 
luAire of her .feathers. 

, Peckfy 
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Peckfy had no outward charms to recommend her to 
notice; but thefe defe6ls were amply fupplied by the 
fwee^aefs of her difpofition, which was amiabfe to the 
greateft degree. Her temper was conflantly ferehe, 
ihe was ever attentive tp the happinefs of her parents, 
and would not have grieved them for the world ; and 
her afFe£tipn for her brothers and fifters was fo great, 
that fbe conftantly preferred their intereft to her own^ 
of which we. have lately given an inftance. 

The kind parents attended to them with unremitting 
aiFe£iion« and made their dailv vifit to Mailer and Mi'(s 
Benfon, who very punSually difcharged the benevolent 
pHice of feeding them. The Robin Redbreafts, made 
familiar by repeated favours, approached nearer and 
nearer to their little friends by degrees, and at length 
ventured to enter the room and feed upon the brealtfafi- 
table, Mifs Harriet was delighted at this circumCtance, 
and Frederick was quite tranfported ; he longed to 
catch-the birds ; but his mamma told him that would 
be the very mean to drive them awtfy. Mifs Harriet 
entreated him not to frighten^ them on any ^count; 
and he was prevailed on to forbear; but could not help 
exprefling a wiih that he had them in a cage, that he 
might ^ed them all day long. 

And do you really think, Frederick, faid Mrs, Ben- 
fpn, that thefe little delicate Cfeatui-es areJuch gluttons 
as to deftre to be fed all day long ? Could you tempt 
them to do it, they would foon die; but they know 
better, and, as foon as their appetites are fatisfied, al- 
ways leave off eating. Many a little boy may learn a 
leflbn from them. Do not you recolledl: one of your 
"acquaintance, who, if an apple-pie, or any thing elfc 
that he calls nice, is fet before him, will eat till h^ 
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makes himfelf fick ? Fredei^ick looked afliamed, being 
conrcious that he was too- much inclined to indulge his 
love of delicacies. Well, faid his mamma, I fee you 
underftand who I mean, Frederick, fa we will fay no 
more on that fubjeft ; only, when you meet with that 
little gentleman, give my love to him, and tell him I 
• beg he will be as moderate as his Redbreafls. 

The cock bird, having finifheJ his breakfaft, flew 
6ut at the window, followed by his mate ; and as foon 
. a^s they were out of fight, Mrs. Benfon continued her 
(tfifcourfe. And would you really confine thefe fweet 
creatures ^n a cage, Frederick, merely to have the 
pleafure of feeding them ? Should you like'to be always 
(hut up in a little room, and think it fufficient if you 
were fupplfcd with vi£tuals and drink ? Is there no 
enjoyment in running about, jumping, and going fram 
plaqe to place? Do not you like to keep company 
with Jittle boys and girls ? And is there no pleafure in 
breathing the frefli air? Though thefe little animals 
are inferior to you, there is no doubt iut they arc ca- . 
pable'of enjoyments fimilar to thefe j and it muft be a 
dreadful life for a poor bird to be fliut up in aicage^ 
where he cannot fo much as make ufe of his wings; 
where he is excluded from his natural companions ; and 
where he cannot poflibly receive that refrefliment Which 
the air muft afford to him when at liberty to foar to 
fuch a height. But this is not all, for many a poor bird 
is caught, and (eparated from its family, after it has 
been at the trouble of building a neft, has perhaps laid 
its eggs, or even hatched its young ones, which are by 
this means expofed to inevitable deftrudlion. It is likely 
that thefe very Redbreafls may have young ones, for 
this is the feafon of ,tdbe year for their batching ; and I 
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rather think they have, from the circumftance of their 
always coming together. If that is the cafe, faid Mifs 
Harriet, it would be pity indeed to confine them. But 
why, mamma, if it is wrong to catch birds, did you at 
one lime keep Canary-birds ? 

The cafe is very different in refpefl: to Canary-bird?, 
my dear, faid Mrs. Benfon; by keeping them in a cage, 
I did them a kindnefs. I confidercd them as little fb-^ 
reignfers who claimed my hofpitality* This kind of bird 
came originally from a warm climate ; they ar j in their 
nature very (ufqeptible of cold, and would perifh in tht: 
open air in our winters; neither does the food which 
they feed on grow plentifully ia this country; and as 
they are always here bred in cages, they do not know 
how to procure the materials for their nefts abroad. 
And there is another particular which would greatly 
diftrefe them were they to be turned loofe, which is> the 
ridicule and contempt they would be expofed to from 
other birds. I remember once to have ken a poor Ca- 
hary-blrd which had been turned loofe becaufe it could 
not fing; and furely no creature could be more mifer-^ 
able. -It was ftarving for want of vi<SuaIs, faniifhing 
with thirft, (hivering with cold, and looked terrified to 
the greatest degree; while a parcel of fparrows and 
chafHnches purfued it from place to place, twittering 
and chirping with, every mark of infolence and derifion, 
I could not help fancying the little creature to be like a 
foreigner juft landed from fome diftant country, fol- 
lowed by a rude rabble of boys, who were ridiculing 
him becaufe his drefs and language^ were ftrange to 
them. 

And what became of the poor little creature, mamma ? 
iaid Mifs Harriet. I was going to tell you, mj dear, 
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replied Mrs. Benfon; I ordered the fervant to brinw 
me a cage, with feed and water in their ufual places; 
this I caul'cd to be hung on a tree, next to that i-n which 
the little AifFercr in vain endeavoured to hide himfelf 
among the leaves from his cruel purfuers. No fooner 
dd the fervant retire, ihan the poor little wretch flew 
to it. 1 immediately had the cage brought into the 
parlour^ where I experienced great pleafure in obferv- 
ing what bappinefs the poor creature enjoyed in her 
deliverance. I kept it fome years ; but not choofing to 
confine, her in a little cage, had a large one bought, and 
procured a companion for her of her own fpecif s. I 
fupplied them with materials for building; and fronH 
them proceeded a little colony, which grew fo numer- 
eus, that you know I gave them to Mr. Bruce to put 
in bis aviary, where you have feen them enjoying 
theihfelves. So now I hope I have fully accounted for 
having kept Canary-birds in a cage. You have indeed^ 
nnamma, faid Harriet. 

I have alfo, faid Mrs. Benfon, occafionally kept 
Laiks. In fevere winters vaft numbers of them come 
to thi3 country from a colder climate, and many perifli. 
Qiiantities of them are killed and fold for the fpit; and 
the bird-catchers ufually have a great many-to fell ; and 
many an idle boy has fome to difpofe of. I frequently 
buy them, as you know, Harriet ; but as foon as the 
fine weather returns I conftantly fet them at liberty. 
But come, my dears, prepare for your morning walk ; 
and afterwards let me fee you 'ih my dreiling-room. 
; I wonder, faid Frederick, whether our Redbreafls 
have got a neft ? I will watch to-morrow which way 
tb«v fly; for I fliould like to fee the little ones. And 
what wiU you do ihould you find them out? faid his 

mamma i 



4 



I 



[ J3 ] 

mamma; not take the neft, I hope? Why, replied 
Frederick, I fliould like to bring it home, mamma, and 
put it in a tree, near the houfe; and then I would fcatter 
crumbs for the old ones to feed them with. 

Your defign is a .kind one, faid Mrs, Benfon, but 
would greatly diftrefs your little favourites. Many, 
birds, through fear,, forfake their nefts when they are 
removed ; therefore I defire you to let them alone if 
you (hould chance to find them. Mifs Harriet then 
remarked that flie thought it very cruel to take birds' 
nefts. Ah! my dear, faid Mrs. Benfon, ihofe who 
commit fuch barbarous at^ions are quite ipfenfible tp 
the diftreflcs they occafion. It is very true, t^at ,W€j 
ought not to jnduige fo great a degree of pity and ten- 
dernefs for fuch animals as for thofe who are more pro- 
oerly our fellow- creatures ; I mean men, women, and 
cnildren ; bur^ as every living creature can feel, we 
ihould have a conftant regard to thofe feelings, and 
Arive to give happlnefs rather than . iofliiSrv mifery* 
But go, my dear, and take your walk. Mrs. Beniba 
then left them to attend her ufual morning employments; 
^nd the young lady and gentleman, attended \)y theic 
maid^ pafTed an agreeable half houi: in the gardfOt. 

. C H A P. V. 

In the mean time the hen_Redbreaft returned to th^ 
Heft, while her mate took bis flight in fearch of fpoJ 
for his family. When the mother approached the neftj 
(he was furprifed at not hearing as ufual the chirpiog 
of her young ones ; and what wa« her aftonifhment kt 
(keiDg them all crowded togiether^ trembling with 

B 5 appreh«:nfipn: 
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apprehenfion : What is the matter, my nefllings, faid 
file, that I find you in this terror? 

Oh, my dear mother ! cried Robin, who firft vcn* 
lured to raife up his head, is it you ? Peckfy thpn re- 
vived, and entreated her mother to come into the neft, 
ivhich fhe did without delay, and the little tremblers 
c^rept under her wings, endeavouring to conceal them- 
ftlves in this happy retreat. 

What has terrified you in this manner ? feid (he. 
Oh ! I do not know, replied Dicky, but we have feen 
ilicft a monfter as I never beheld before. A monfter^ 
my dear! pray defcribe it. I cannot, faid Dicky^ it 
was too frightful to be^ defcribed. Frightful, indeed, 
cried Robin, but I had a full view of it, and will give 
the heft defcription I can. 

We were all fitting peaceably in the nefi, and very 
Bappy together; Dicky and I were trying to fingj 
when fuddenly we heard a noife againft the wall, and 
ptefently a great round red face appeared before the 
neff, with a pair of enormous flaring eyes, a very large 
beak, aild below that a wide mouth with two rows of 
bones that looked as if they could grind us all to piece» 
in an in^nt. About the top of thi& round face, and 
down the fides, hung fomething black, but not like 
feathersi When the two flaring eyes had looked at us 
for fonite^ time, the whole thing difs^peared. ' 1 cannot 
at all Conceive from your defcription, Robin, what this 
Aing, could* b^, faid the mother, but perhaps k may 
com^ again. 

"Oil! I hope not, cried Flapfy, I fball die with fear 
if At does. Why fo, my love? faid her mother, has it 
drone you ajtiy harm? I cannot fay it ha5, replied 
^lapfju Well then, y-ou do very wr©»g, my dear, in 
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giving Way to fuch apprchenfiant. You ittuft flritc t6 

get the better of this frafful difpofition: when yotrgo 

abroad in the world you will fee many ftrange objefls; 

^ and if you are tenified at every appearance which you 

cannot account for, you will live a mofl! unhappy life. 

. Endeavour to be good, and then you need not fear any 

thing. But here comes your father, perhaps he will 

i)e able to explain the appearance which has fo alarmed 

you to-day. 

As foon as the father had given the Worm to Robin9 
he was preparing to depart for another, b\it, to bis fur- 
prife, all the reft of the neftlings begged him to ftay, 
declaring they had rather go without their meal, on 
condition he would but remain at home and take care of 
them. Stay at home and take care, of you ! faidhe: Why 
is that more neceflary now than ufual? The mothpr 
then related the ftrange occurrence that had occafioned 
this requeft. Nonfenfe ! faid he, a monfter ! great 
eyes! large mouth! long beak! I don*t underftand 
fuch ftuff. Befide?, as it did them no harm, why are 
they to be in fuch terror now it is gone ? Don't be 
angry, dear father, faid Peckfy, for it was very fright- 
ful indeed. Well, faid he, I will fly all round the 
orchard, and perhaps may meet this monfter. Oh, it 
will eat you up! it will eat you up ! faidFlapfy. NeVer* 
fear, faid he -, and away he flew. 

The mother then again attempted to calm them, but 
all in vain, their. fears were now redoubled by appre- 
henfions for their father's fafety; however, to their 
greait joy, he foon returned. Well, faid he, I have 
feen this monfter : the little ones then clung to their 
mother, fearing the dreadful creature was jxift at hand. 
What, a&iud again? cried he^ a parcel of ftout hearts 
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I have in my ncft truly? Why, when you Ay aboat 
in the world, you will iii all probability fee hundreds 
of fuch monfters (as you call them), unlefs you choofe 
to confine yourfelves to a retired life : nay, even in 
wcods and groves you will be liable to meet fome of 
them» and thofe of the moft mifchievous kind. I be* 
gin to comprehend, faid the mother, that thefe dear 
neftUn^s have feen the face of a man. Even fo« re* 
plied h«r mate; it is a man, no other than ouf friend 
the gardener, who has fo alarmed them. 

A man! cried Dicky, was that frightful thing a 
man ? Nothing more, I afiure you, anfwered his fa- 
ther, and a good man too, I have reafon to believe ; 
for he is yery careful not to frighten your mother and % 
me wheQ we are picking up worms, and has frequently 
thrown crumbs to us when he was eating his breakfaft. 

And does he live in this garden ? faid Flapfy. He 
works, here very often, replied her father, but is fre- 
quently abfent. O then, cried flie, pray take us abroad 
when he is away, for indeed I cannot bear to fee him- 
You are a little fimpleton, faid the father ; and i( yoa 
do not endeavour to get more refolution, I will leave 
you in the neft by yourfelf, when I am teaching your 
brothers and fifter to By and peck ; and what will you 
do then? for you muft not expedl we (hall go from them 
to bring you food. Flapfy, feaifal that her father would. 
be quite angry, promifed to follow his directions in 
ever^ refpect ; and the reft, animated by his difcourfej 
began to recover their fpirixs* 
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Whilst thefe terrible commotions pafled in the neft^ 
the monjler^ who was no other than honeft Joe the 
gardener, went to the houfe, and enquired for his young 
matter and miftrefs, having, as he juftiy fuppofed, a 
very pleafing piece of intelligence to communicate. 
Both the young gentleman and lady, who were accuf- 
tomed to receive Jittle civilities from Joe, very readily 
attended him, thinking he had got fome fruit or flowers 
for them. Well, Joe, faid Mifs Benfon, what have 
you to fay to us ? Have you got a peach or a nec- 
tarine ? or have you brought me a root of Sweet 
William? 

No, Mifs Harriet, faid Joe, but I have fomething 
to tell you that wilKpleafe you as much as tho^f\ had. 
What^s that? what's that? faid Frederick. Why, 
Mafter Frederick, faid Joe, a pair of Robins have 
r^mV mortal often to one place in the orchard lately; 
io^ thinks I, thefe birds have got a neft. So, I watches y 
and watches^ and at laft I fie^d the ojd hen fly into a 
hole in the ivy- wall. I had a fancy to fet my ladder 
and look in ; but, as mafter ordered me not to frighten 
the birds, I flayed till the old one flew out again, and 
then I mounted, and there I fee^d the little creatures 
full fledged, and, if you and Mifs Harriet '^may go with 
me, I will {hew them to yon, for the nefl is but a little 
way from the ground, and you may eafily get up the 
ftep-ladder. 

Frederick was in raptures, being confident that thefe 
were the identical Robins he was fo attached to and 

(like 
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(like a little thoughtlefs boy as he was) would have 
gone immediately with the gardener, had not his fifler 
reminded him that it was proper to afk mamma's 
leave firft ; for which, purpofe fhe accompanied him into 
the parlour. 

Good news! geod news! mamma, cried Frederick; 
Joe has found the Robin's neft. Has he, indeed! faid 
Mrs. Benfon. Yes, mamma, faid Mifs Harriet ; and, 
if agreeable to you, we fliould be glad to go along with 
Joe to fee it, — And how are you to get at it? faid 
Mrs. Benfon, for I fuppofe it is fome height from the 
ground? Oh! I can cllnjb a ladder very Well, cried 
Frederick. You climb a ladder ? You are a clever 
gentleman at climbing, I know, replied his mamma; 
^ut do you purpofe to mount too, Harriet? I think 
this is rather an indelicate fcheme for a lady. Joe tells 
me that the neft is but a very little way from the ground, 
mamm^ anfwered Harriet, but if I find it other wife, 
you may depend on my not going up. — On this condi- 
tion I will permit you to go — ^but pray, Mr. Frederick, 
let me remind you not to frightenyour little favourites. 
Not for all the world, faid Frederick : fo away he /kip- 
ped, and got to Joe before his filler. We may go ! we 
may go! Joe, cried he. Stay for me, Joe, I beg, faid 
Mifs Harriet, who prefently joined him. 

When the Redbreafts' had quieted the fears of their 
young family, they fed them as ufual ; and then, having ♦ 
a little private bufinefs, they retired to a tree, (Jeering 
their little neftlings not to be terrified if the monfter 
ffiould look in upon them again, as it was very probable 
he would do. They promifed to bear the fight as well 
as they could. 

When the old ones w^re feated in the tree, It is 

time. 



\^ *f 



f 39 J 

to'me, faid the father, to take our neftlings abroad, YotI 
feci my love^ how very timorous they are, aod if wc 
do not ufe them a Tittle to the world, they will never be 
able to (hift for thcmfelves. Very true, replied the 
mother, they are now full fledged, and dierefore, if you 
pleafe, we will take them out to-morrow : but ft will 
be neceflary for me to prepare them for it ; I will there- 
fore return to the naft. One of the beft preparatives, 
anfwered her mate, will be to leave them by themfelves 
a little 5 therefore we will now take a flight together for 
a (hort time, and then go back. The mother com- 
plied, but not without reludiance, for {he longed to be 
with.her dear family. — Let us now return to the happy 
party, which we lately left fetting off on their vifit to 
t-he ivy-walL 



CHAP. vn. 

As foon as Joe found that the younggenfryj as he 
called them, had obtained permiflion to accompany him, 
he^ took Frederick by the hand, and faid, Come along, 
my young matter; but, at Mifs Harriet's requeft, 
ftopped while (he fetched her bonnet and tipjjet/ Fre- 
derick's impatience was fo great, that he could fcarcely 
be reflrrained from running all the way^ but that hiar 
fitter entreated him not to make himfclf too hot. 

At length they arrived at the defircd fpot; Jce placed 
Ihe ladder, and his young matter, with a little affiila^nce, 
mounted it very dexterou-fly : but who can dcfcribe hi^ 
raptures when he beheld the ncftlings! Oh, the fweet 
creatures, cried he, there are four of them, I decliare F 
I never faw any thing iS pretty iii my life! X wittif 

might 
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might carry you all home! That yoatnuft notdo^ 
Frederrck, faid his After; and I beg you will come 
away, for you wUl either ternfy the little creatures, or 
alarm the old birds, which perhaps are now waiting 
ibmcwhere near to feed them. Well, I will come away 
direcSly, faid Frederick ; and fo good by, Robins ! I hope 
you will come foon, along with your father and mother^ 
to be fed in the parlour. He then, under the conduct 
of his friend Joe, defcended. 

Joe next addreffed Mifs Harriet : Now, my young miA- 
tref5, faid he, will you go up? As the fteps of the ladder 
were broad, and the neit was not high, Mifs Benfon ven- 
tured to go up, and was equally delighted with her bro-r 
iher ; but fo fearful of terrifying the little birds, and 
alarming the old ones^ that (he would only indulge h«r- 
felf \^ith'a peep at the ncft. Frederick inquired how 
flie liked the young Robins ? They are fweet crea- 
tures, faid (he, and I hope you will ibon find means to 
invite them to join our party of birds, for they appear 
to me ready to fly; but let us return to mamma, for 
you know we promifed her to flay but a little while;, 
befidcs,. we hinder Joe from his work«. N^ver mind 
that, faid the honefl fellow, mafler won't be angry, t 
imfartaini^^nd if I thought he would, I would work, 
an hour later to fetch up lofl time. Thank you, Jor,, 
replied Mifs Harriet^ but I am fare papa would not de- 
fire that- 

At this inflant Frederick perceived the two R^d- 
l)reafls> who were returning from their propofed excur* 
fion, and called to his fifler to obferve them. He wa» 
very defifous to watch whether they would go back ta 
their neflybut fhe would on no account confent^to flay, 
lefl bet mamma. il^>uld be 4ifple4<^d) und ieA she 
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birds fliould be frightened : Frederick therefore, with 
reluftance, followed her, and Joe attended them to the 
houfe. 

As foon as they were out of fight the hen bird pro- 
pofed to return to the neft ; (he had obferved the party, 
and though (he did not fee them looking into her ha- 
bitationj fuppofed, from their being fo near, that ihcy 
had been taking a view of it, and communicated her 
fufpicions to her mate. He . agreed with her that this 
had probably been the cafe, and (aid he now expe£led 
to hear a fine dory from the neftlings. Let us return, 
however, faid the mother, for perhaps they have been 
.terrified again. Well, faid he, I will attend you then; 
but let me caution you, my dear, not to indulge their 
fearful difpofition, becaufe fijch indulgence will certainly 
prove injurious to them. I w'll do the beft I can, 
r^rplied (he, and then" flew to the neft followed by her 
mate. 

She alighted upon the ivy, and peeping into the neft*, 
inquired how they all did. Very well, dear mother, 
faid Robin. What, cried the father (who now alighted), 
all fafe ! Not one cat up by the monfier ? No, father, 
replied Dicky, we are not devoured, and yet, I afiurc; 
you, the monfter we faw before has been here again, 
and brought two others with him. Two others ! wbat^ 
like himfelf? faid the father: I thought, Flapfy, you 
were to die with apprehenfion if you faw him again ? 
And fo I believe I (hould have done, had not )rou, my 
good father, inftrud^ed me to conquer my fears, replied 
Flapfy.. When I faw the top of him, my heart began 
tQ flutter to fuch a degree that I was ready to faint, and 
every featfcer of me Ihook j but when I found he ftayed 
but a very Ittde while, I recovered, and was in hopes 

lie 
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he was quite gone'. My brothers and fiftcr, I belrerr, 
felt as I did ; but we comforted one another that the 
danger was over for this day, and all agreed to make 
ourfelves bappy^ and not fear this moniler, fince you 
had afTured us he was very harmlefs. However, before 
we were perfwSHy eome to ourfelve?, we heard very 
unconlnion noifes, fometimes a hoarfe found, difagrcc*- 
able to our ears as the croaking of a raven, and fome- 
times a (^riller noife, quite unlike the note of any bird 
that we know of, and immediately after fomething pre*- 
fcnted itfelf to our view which bore a little refemblance 
to the monfter 5 but by no means fo large and fright- 
ful. Inftead of being all over red, it had on each fide 
two fpots of a more beautiful hue than Dicky's breads 
the reft of it was of a moft delicate white, excepting 
' two ftreaks of a deep red, like the cherry you brought 
\29 the other day, and between thefe two ftreaks were 
rows of white bones, but by no means dreadful to be- 
hold, like thofc of the great monfter; its eyes were 
blue and white, and round this agreeable face was fome- 
thing which I cann6t defcribe, very pretty, and as 
glofly as the feathers of a goldfinch. There was fo 
cheerful and pleafing a look in this creature akogether, 
that notwithftanding I own I was rather afraid, yet I 
had pleafure in looking at it ; but it ftayed a very little 
time,, and then difappcared. While we were puzzling 
ourfelvesr with conjectures concerning it,-^ another crea- 
ture, larger than it, appeared before us^ equally beau- 
tiful, and with an afpetS? fo mild and gentle that we 
were all charmed with it; but, as if fearful of alarming 
us by its ftay, it immediately retired^ and we have been 
longing for your and my naother'^ return, inliopes you 
WQuld be able to tell us what we have feen. 

I am 
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I am happy, my dears, faid the mother, to find you 
ifK)re compofed than I expeded : for as your father and 
I were flying together in order to come back to you, 
we obferved the monfler, and the two pretty creatures 
Peckfy has defcribed ; the former is, as your father be- 
fore informed you, our friend the gardener, and thcf 
ethers are our young benefaftors, by whofe bounty we 
are every day regaled : and who, I will venture to fay, 
will do you no harm. You cannot think how kindly 
they treat us; and though there are a number of othef 
birds who (hare their goodhefs, your father and I are 
favoured with their particular regard. 

Oh ! faid Peckfy, are thefe fweet creatures your 
friends ? liong to go abroad that I may fee th^m ^gaiiu 
Well, cried Flapfyj ^I perceive that if we judge frOih 
appearances we may often be miftaken; who would 
have thought that iuch an ugly monfter as that gar- 
dener could have had a tender heart ? . Very true, re- 
plied the mother; you muft make it a rule, Flapfy, to 
judge of mankind by their a^ioriSy and not by th^ir lodksi. 
I have known fome of them whofe^ppearance was as 
engaging.as that of our young benefa6lors, who were, 
notwithftanding, barbarous enough to take eggs out of 
a nefl: and (poil them ; nay, even carry away neft and 
all before the young ones were fledged, without know- 
ing how to feed them, or having any regard to the 
forrows of the tender parents.— ^ Yes, faid the mother, 
lafl year it was my misfortune to be deprived' of my 
neftlings in that manner, which occafions my being fo 
timid ; the anguiih I fuflfered for their lofs is not to be 
cxpreflTcd, 

A calamity of the fame kind |>efel me, replied the 
lather, 1 never fliall forget it. I bad^beea^niaking aa 
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excurfioti into the woods in order to procure fome de- 
licious morfels for. one of my neftlings : when I re- 
turned to the place in which I had imprudently built 
(for being young and inexperienced, I slid not forcfee 
the danger of chooiing an expofed fituacion}, the firfl 
clrcum (lance that alarmed me, was a part of my neft 
fcattered oix the ground juft at the entrance of my ha- 
bitation i I then perceived a large opcn'ng in the wall,, 
where- before there was only room for myfelf to pafs, 
I ftopp'jd with a palpitating heart, in hopes of hearing 
the chirpings of my beloved family j but all wa^ filence. 
I then refolved to enter; but what was niy conilerna- 
tion when I found that the neft, which my dear mate 
and I had with fo much labour built, and the dear little 
ones, who were the joy of our live?, were ftolen away} 
nay, I did not know but the tender mother atfo was 
taken captive. I immediately ruflied out of the pface^ 
dillrafted with apprehenfions for the miferies they might 
endure; lamenting my weaknefs, which rendered me 
incapable of efFefling their refcue; was reidy to tear off 
my own feathers with vexation; but recoHeiling that 
my dear mate might in all probability have efcaped, I 
refolved to go in fearch of her. 

As I was flying aloiig -I faw three boys, whofe ap- 
pearance was far from difagreeable; one. of them held 
in his hand my neft of young ones, which he eyed with 
cruel exultation, while bis compar>ions feemed to fhare 
bis joy. 

. The dear little' creatures, infenfible of their fate (for 
they vvere newly hatched), opened their mouths in ex- 
pedlation of the ufual fupply, but all in vain; to have 
attempted feedingthem at this time, would have been 
ioevitable deftrudion to myfelf; but I refolved to follow 

the 
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the barbarians, that I' might at leaft fee to what place 
my darlings were configned. 

In a ihort time the party arrived at a houfe, and he 
who before held the neft now committed it to the care 
of another, but foon returned with a kind of vi(5luals I 
was totally unacquainted with ; and with this my young 
ones, when they gaped for food, were fucceffively fed ; 
hunger induced them, to fwallow it with avidity, but 
foon after, miffing the warmth of their mother, they fet 
up a general chirp of lamentation, which pierced my 
very heart. Immediately after this the neft was carried 
away, and what became of my neftlings afterwards I 
never could difcover, though I frequently hovered about 
the fatal fpot of their itiiprifqnment with the hope of 
feeing them. 

Pr-ay, father, faid Dicky, what became of your mate? 
Why, my dear, faid he, when I found there was no 
chance of affifting my little ones, I purfued my courfe, 
and fought her in every place of our ufual rcfoct, but 
to no purpofe : at length I returned to the bufli, where 
I beheld an afHi6ling fight indeed, my dear companion 
lying on the ground, juft expiring! I flew to her in- 
fiantly, and endeavoured to recall her to life. At the 
found of my voice fhe lifted up her languid eyelids, and 
with feeble accents faid. And are you then fafe, my 
love ? what is become of our little ones ? In hopes of 
comforting her, I told her they were alive and well; 
but (he replied. Your confolations come too late ; the 
blow is ft ruck, I feel, ray death approaching. The 
horror which feized me when I miffed my rteftlings, and 
fuppofed myfelf robbed at once of my mate and infants, 
was too powerful for my weak frame to fuftain. Ohi 
why will the human race be fo wantonly cruel? The 
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agontes of death now came on, and, after a few con« 
vulfive pangs, (he breathed her laft, and left me an un« 
bappy widower, I p^iTed the remainder of the fummer^ 
and a dreary winter that fucceeded it, in a very un- 
comfortable manner; though the natural cheerfulnefs 
of my difpofition did not leave me long a prey to un« 
availing farrow; and having paid a proper tribute to 
the memory of my firft dear mate, I refolved the foU 
lowing fpring to feek another, and had the good for-^ 
tune -to meet with one, whofe amiable difpofition 
has renewed my happinefs. — And now, my dear, faid 
be, let me a(k you what became of your former com* 
panion ? 

Why, replied the ben Redbreaft, foon after the lofs 
of our neft, as he was endeavouring to difcover what 
was become of it, a cruel hawk caught hhn up and de- 
voured him in an mftant. 

I need not fay that I felt the bittereft pangs for h!s^ 
lofs; it is fufEcient to iaform you, that I led a foFtfary 
life till I met with you, whofe isndearing behaviour hars 
made foctety again agreeable to me. 

WKlethe parent birds-were thus relating the hiftory 
•f their paft misfortunes, the young ones liftened with 
the^greateft attention ; and when the tales were ended 
Flapfy exclaimed, Ok! what dangers there are in the 
world! I (hall be afraid to leave the neft. Why lb, 
my love ? faid the mother ; every bird does not meet 
with hawks and cr«el children. You have already, as 
yoafat on the neft, feen thoufands of the feathered race, 
df one kind or other, making their airy excurfions, full' 
of mirth and gai«ty. This orchard conftantly refounds 
with the melody of tbofe who' chant forth their fongs of 
joy; and I bebtve there are no beiags in the world 
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liappier than birds, for wc are naturally formed for 
cheerfulnefs ; and I flatter myfelf a prudent precaution 
will preferve both your father and myfelf from any fu- 
ture accident. Our parents were yeung and inexpe- 
rienced themfelves, and could not give us good advice^ 
but we know the dangers of the world, and I hope (hall 
be able to point out to you fuch rules of condudt as noay, 
if followed, coxmteradl the ufual accidents to which 
birds are expofed. 

Inftead of indulging your fiiars^ Fiapfy, faid the 6- 
ther, Itimmon up all your conrage, for to-morrow yoa 
&an, with your brothers and fifter, begin to f^ the 
world. Dicky exprefled great delight at this declara- 
tion, and Robin boafted that be had , not the leaft re- 
mains of fear. Flapfy, though ftill apprehenfive of 
monfterS) yet longed to fee the gdteties of life, and 
Peckfy wi(hed to comply with every defire of her dear 
parents. Tbe approach of evening now reminded 
them that it was time to take repofe, and turning their 
heads under their wings, each bifd foon refigned kfelf 
to the geiitle powers of fleep. 



CHAP. VIIL 

Aftisr Mafter aiid>Mi& Benfon had been gratified 
with the fight of the Robiu^s neft, they were returning 
Co the houfe, conducted by their friend Joe, when they 
were met in the garden by tkeii' papa and ma^iima, ac- 
companied by Mifs Lucy Jenkins and her brother Ed- 
ward. The former was a fine girl about ten years eld, 
the latter a robuft rude boy, turned of elevens We 
were coming to feek youj my dear, faldMrst Senfon 
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to her children, for I was fearful that the bufinefs you 
went upon wouLd make you forget your young vi- 
fitors. 

I cannot anfwer for Fredcriclc, replied Mifs Benfon^ 
but indeed, mamma, I would not on any account have 
flighted my friends. — How do you do, my dear Mifs 
Jenkins ? faid (he, I am happy to fee you. Will you 
go with me into the play-room ? I have got fome very 
pretty new books.— Frederick, have you nothing to 
flicw Matter Jenkins ? O yes, faid Frederick, I have 
got a. new ball, a new top, a new organ, and twenty 
pretty things, but I had rather go back and fbew him 
the Robins. 

The Robins ! faid Matter Jenkins, what Robins ? 

Why our Robins that have built in the ivy- wall. 
You never faw any thing fo pretty in your life as the 
little ones. 

Oh, I can fee birds enow at home, faid Matter 
Jenkins ; but why did you not take the neft ? it would 
have been nice diverfion to you to tofs the young birds 
about. I have had a great many nefts this year, and 
do believe I have an hundred eggs. 

An hundred eggs ! and how do you propofe to hatch 
them ? faid Mifs Harriet, who turned back on hearing 
him talk in this manner. 

. Hatch them, Mifs Benfon ? faid he, who ever thinks 
of hatching birds' eggs ? 

Oh, then you eat them, faid Frederick, or perhaps 
Jet your cook make puddings of them ? ^ 

No, indeed, replied Matter Jenkins, I blow, out the 
infide, and then run a thread through them, and give 
them to Lucy to hang up amongft her curiofities ; and 
\cry pretty they look, I afliirc you. 

And 
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And fo, faid Mifs Harrier, you had rather fee a parcel 
of empty egg-ftiells, than hear a fweet concert of birds 
finging in the trees ? I admire your tafte truly ! 

Why, is there any harm in taking birds' eggs ? 
faid Mifs Jenkins ; I never before heard thiit there 
was. 

My dear mamma^ replied Mifs Bcnfon, has taught 
me to think there is harm in every aflion which gives 
caufelefe pain to any living creature; and I own 1 have 
a very particular affeftion for birds. 

Well, faid Mifs Jenkins, I have no notion of fuch 
afFeftions, for my part* Sometimes, Indeed, I try to 
rear thofe which Edward brings home, but they are 
tcafing troublefome" things, and I am not lucky ; to tell 
the truth, I do not concern'myfelf much about them ; 
if they Jive they live^ and if they di^ they di/^ He h^s 
brought me three neils this day to plague me: I 
thought to have fed the birds before I came out, but 
being In a hurry to come to fee you, I quite forgot it- 
Did you feed theni, Edward? Not I^ faid be^ I 
thought you would do it ; 'tis enough for me to iind the 
nefts. 

And have you aftually ^left three nefts of ^oung 
birds at home without . vifluals! exclaimed lilifs 
Harriet. 

I did not think ^*of them, but will feed them vv^hcn I 
return, faid Mifs Jenkins. ' 

Oh, cried Mifs Benfon, I caqnot bear tlie thoughts 
of what the poor little creatures muft fufFer. ' 

Well, faid ^ Mailer Jenkins, fince ydu feel fo^ 
nrtuch for them, I think, Mifs Harriet, you wiUniake 
the beft nurftf. — What fay you, Lucy, will you give 
the ncfls to Mifs Bcnfon? With all my heart, replied 
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his fiftdr J ^nd pray do not plague me with any more of 
them. 

I do not know that my mamma will let me accept 
them, faid Mifs Benfon -, but if i!he will, I fhall be glad 
to do fo. 

Frederick inquired what birds they were, and Mafter 
Jenkins informed him there was a neft of linnets, a 
neft of fparrows, and another of blackbirds. Frederick 
was all impatience to fee them; and Mifs Harriet 
longed to have the little creatures in her pofTeffion, that 
Ibe might retcue them from thdir deplorable con- 
dition, and leflen the evils of captivity, which they now 
fuffered in the extreme. 

Her mamma had left her With her young compa- 
nions, that they might indulge themfelves in innocent 
amufements without reilraint, but the tender-hearted 
Harriet could not engage in any diverfion, till die had 
made interceffion in behalf of the poor birds : (he there- 
fore begged Mifs Jenkins would accompany her to her 
mamma, in order to alk permiffion to have the birds* 
nefts. She accordingly went, and made 4ier ret[ue{{; 
known to Mrs. Benfon, who readily coiifented; ob* 
ferving, that though (he had a very great objection to 
iier children's Having birds' nefts, yet (he could not 
deny her daughter on the prefent occafion. Harriet^ 
from ah unwillingnefs to expofe her friend, had faid but 
Mttle on the fubje£t, but Mrs* Benfon, having great 
difcernment, concluded tKat {he made the requeil from 
a merciful niotive, and knowing that Mifs Jenkins had 
110 kind mamma to give her inftru^ion, (he thus ad- 

dreficd her. 

I perceive, my young friend, that Harriet is appre- 
J&en&ve the birds v^ill not meet with the fitme kind 

treatment 
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treatment from you, which fhe is difpofed to gite themv 
1 cannot thipk you have any cruelty in your nature^ 
but perhaps you have only accuftomed yourfclf to con- 
fider birds as playthings, without fenfe of feeling ; to 
me, who am a great admirer of the beautiful little crea- 
tures, they appear in a very different light; and I 
have been an attentive obferver of them, I aflqre you. 

Though they cannot fpeak our language,^ each kind 
has one of Us own, which is perfe£lly underftood by 
thoie of its own fpecies ; and fo far intelligible to us as 
to convince us they are fufceptible of joy, grief, fear, 
anger, and refentment; and we may cafily difcover, 
that they delight in aflbciating with thofe of their "own 
<Iafs, and purfue with alacrity the employments allotted 
them^ froni whence we may juftly infer, that it is cruel 
to rob them of their young, deprive them of their li- 
berty, feparate them from their refpedive focieties, or 
place them in Situations where they are excluded fronn 
the blefiings fuited to their natures, for y/hich it is im-«, 
pofiible for us, to give them an equivalent. 

Befides, thefe creatures, infigRificant as tthey ^p^eai; 
in yoOr eftimation, w^re made by^GoD-as well as you. 
Have you not read in ybiir Teftament, my dear, that 
our Saviour faid, Bl^ed are the merciful^ for they Jhall 
thtain mercy f How then can you expedl that God 
will fend his bleiling upon you, if you, infteadi of en-^ 
deavQucing toinii(ate him in beiqg. merciful to the ut-* 
f^Jl ftfyour power^ are wantonly cruel ^to innocent crea- 
tures which he ^^^«^^/ for happinefs? 

This adnjonjtion from Mrs. Benfon, vvhich Mife 
Jenkins did not expert, made her look very ferious, 
arid brought tears into her eyes ; on whkh the good 
lady; took her by the hand, and kindly, faid, I fiifh not 
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to diftrefs you, my dear, but merely to awaken the 
natural fentiments of your heai^t ; refledl at your leffure 
on what I have taken the liberty of faying to you, and 
I am Cure you will think me your friend, I knew ypur 
dear "mamma, and can alTure you (he was remarkable 
for the tcn'dernefs of her dffpofition. But let me not 
detain you from your amufements-; go "to your own 
apartment, Harriet, and ufe your bed endeavours to 
make your vifitcrs happy. You cannot this evening 
fetch the birds, becaufe when Mifs Jenkins goes it 
^ill be too late fot you to take fo long a walk, as 
you muft come back afterwards ; • and I make no 
doubt but that to oblige you fixe will feed them to- 
night. 

Mifs Harriet and Mifs Jenkins returned, and found 
Frederick diverting himfelf with the hand-organ, which 
had lately been prefented by his god-papa ; but Mafter 
Jenkins had laid hold of Mifs Harriet's dog, aitd was 
fcarching his own pocket for a piece of ftring, that he 
might tie him and the cat together, to fee, as he faid, 
how nicely they would fight ; and fo fully was he bent 
on this cruel purpofe, tha^ it was with difficulty he. 
could be prevailed oil to relinquilh it. 

Dear me, faid he, if ever I came into fuch a houtc 
in my life, there is no fun here. What would you have 
faid to Harry Pritchard and me the other day when we 
made the cats fly? ^ 

Made the'cats fly! faid Frederick, How was ^haf? * 

Why, replied he, we tied bladders to eacli fide of 
their, necks, and then flung them from the ibp of '^thfe 
boufe. There was an end of their purring and mew- 
ing fbr f6me time, I aflTure you, for they lay a long 
while ftruggling and gafping fof breath ; and if they 

" •-• ■ had* 



E 53 ]' 

had not had nine lives, I think they muff have died: 'but 
atlaft up they jumped, and away they ran fcampering. 
Then out came little Jemmy, crying as if he had flown 
down himtelf, becaufe we hurt the poor cats ; he had a 
dog running after him, who I fuppofe meant to call us 
to tailc with his bow wow\ but we foon flopped \\\% 
tongue, for we caught the gentleman, and drove him 
before us into a narrow lane, and then ran hooting after 
him into the village j a number of boys joined us, and 
cried out as we did, a mad dog I a mad dog! On this 
lople purfued him wiih cudgels and broom- 
fticks, an^~^t^^ui,_:iie vvas fliot by a man, but not dead, 
fo others came and knocrc«Ht.i«»^^^^t ^^ head till he 
expired. ^^ -~ _^ 

For fhame ! Mafter Jenkins, fa id Mife Harriet, ^ow^ 
can you talk in that rhodomontade manner ? I cannot 
believe any young gentleman could bring hFs heart to 
fuch barbarities. ' 

Barbarities, indeed ! why, have we not a right X^ ^1:% 
as we p^eafe to dogs and cats, or do you think they/r^/ 
as we do? Fiddle faddle of your nonfenfe, fiy \\ come^ 
you muft bear the end of my ftory^ — Wh?n the dog 
was dead, we carried him home to little Jemmy, who 
was ready to break his heart for the lofs of him j fo we 
did not like to ftand hearing his whining, therefore 
lipft him and got a cock, whofe legs we tied, and flung 
at him till he died. Then we fet two others to fight- 
ing ; and fine fport we had, for one was pecked tiJl his 
breaft was laid open, «nd the other was blinded, fo we 
left them to make up their quarrel as they could. After 
this we picked ail the feathers off a live chicken, and 
you never faw'fuch a ridiculous little animal in your 
life. Then we got fome puppies, and drowned them 
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while the mother flood by. Oh ! how (he howled and 
cried, while they ftruggled on the furface of the waters 
and there was no quieting her for feveral days. 

Stop! flop! exclaimed Mifs Harriet; for plty*s 
fake, flop ! I can hear no more of your horrid fto- 
ries; nor would I commit even one of thofe barba- 
rities which you boaft of for the world ! Poor innocent 
creatures ! what had they done to you to deferve fiich 
ufage ! 

I beg, Edward, faid his fifler, that you will find 
fome other way to entertain us, or I fliall really t#^' 
Mrs. Bcnfon of you. 

-What! you are growing tf^.^rX^.-'tiCXti^i all at once, 

cried he. 

I wHi tell you what I think when I go home, replied 

Mifs Jenkins^ As for poor Frederick^ he could not 
reftrain his tears ; and Harriet's flowed in a copious 
ftream, with the bare idea of the fufFcrings of the poor 
animals, particularly for the live chioken, and the poor 
creature whofe puppies were drowned in her fight; but 
Mafter Jenkins was fo accuftomed to be guilty of tboid 
things without refletSlion, that there was no making 
any impreflion of tendernefs upon his mind ; and he 
only laughed at their concern, and wanted to tell a long 
ftory about an ox that had been driven by a cruel 
drover till he went mad, but Mifs Benfon and his fiftcr 
flopped their ears. As foon a> they left off doing fo, he 
began another about bat-fowling, which \% a treacherr 
ous cuftom of going with, a lantern by night to the 
hedges, where birds roofl, and frightening them into a 
net placed for the purpofe. Ii^ fliort, it appeared from 
his difcQurff that he was acquainted with the whole art 
o/ tormenting animaln. 

At 
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At laft little Frederick went crying to his mamma, 
and the young ladies retired to another apartment •, fa 
Mailer Jenkins amufed himfelf with \'atching flies in 
the window, pulling the legs ofF from fome, and the 
wings from others, delighted with their contortions^ 
which were occafioned by the agonies they endured. 
Mrs. Benfon had fome vifitors, which prevented her 
talking to this cruel boy, as fhe otherwife would 
have done, oa hearing Frederick's account of him, but 
(lie determined to tell his papa, which fhe accordingly 
did fome time after, when he returned home; but this 
gentleman, fo far from reproving hil Ton, applauded hioi 
as a lad of life and fpirit^ and faid he would be fit to o 
through the world. 

Mafler Jenkins was now difturbed from his bar- 
barous fport by being called to tea ; and fopn after that 
was over the fervant came to fetch him and his fifl^r, 
Mifs Harriet earnefHy entreated her friend Lucy to 
feed the^birds properly, till Ihe fhouU be allpv^jed t^ 
fetch them, who promifed to do fo ; for fhe was greatly 
afteded with Mrs. Benfon's difcourfe, and then entreated 
her brother to take leave^ that fhe might return home; 
with this he readily complied, a» there were no further 
opportunities for cruelty. 



X 



CHAP. IX. 

AFTf R hn little vifitojrs >eecc departed^ Mifs Hai^ 
riet weiit into ^hc drawin^g-ropmi ^nd having paid b«r 
jamplinicrjtsj fat hcrfelf down, thai (he might improv^ 
her mijid by the conv^rfation of the company. Her 
paronia perceive^ that fhe had been \a tcar$, pf jvhich 
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Frederick had before explained the caufe. I do not 
wonder, my bve, fald fhc, that you fhould have been fo 
afic£led with the reliition of fuch horrid barbarities a» 
that thoughtlefs boy has, by degrees, brought himfelf to 
pra^itlfe, not only without reraorfe, but by way of 
amufcment. However, do not fufFer your mind to 
dwell on them, as the creatures on which he inflifted 
them are no longer obje£!s of pity. It is wrong to 
grieve for the death of animals as we do for the lofs of 
our friends, bccaufe they certainly are not of To much 
confequence to ox^ happiriefs ; and we are taught to 
think their fufFerings end with their lives, as they arc 
not religious beings j and therefore the killing thera, 
even in the cruelleft manner, is not like murdering a 
human creature, wh© is perhaps unprepared to give an 
account of himfcif at the tribunal of heaven. — I have, 
faid a lady who was prefent, been for a long time ac- 
cuftomed tp confider animals as mere machines, ac- 
tuated by the unerring hand of Providence, to do 
thofe things which are necefTIiry for the prefervation 
of ihemfelves and iheir offspring; but the fight of 
the learned pig, which has lately been {hewn in Lon^^ 
don, has deranged thefe ideas, and I know not what to 
thi ik. 

If we puz2le our minds for ever on the fubjeii, ma- 
dam, replied a gentleman who accompanied her, we 
ihall never be able fully to comprehend the capacities 
and feelings of creatures fo different from ourfclves. 
That they have not reafonable fouls, like the human 
race^ is evident ; but at the fame time I think we may 
plainly difcover, that they have fome portion of inte!-» 
leS, which is even capable of improvement to a certain 
degree : this is particularly exemplified in the inflance 
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which Mrs. Franks has juft mentioned of the learned 
pig. Mere inftinft, I think, would never fead that 
creature to diftinguifti one letter from another, or, 
which amounts to the fame thing, to comprehend the 
various figns by which they are pointed out to him by- 
his keeper^ To what a pitch may dogs and horfes be 
improved; nay, every kind of animal that I have had 
an opportunity of obferving, feems to acquire faga- 
city, by a familiar intercourfe with rational creatures ; 
yet, after all, they fall (bort of human reafon beyond 
comparifon. 

For my part, replied Mrs, Benfon, 1 find the fub- 
jeft fo much above my comprehenfion, that whenever 
my mind is difpofed to expatiate on it, I check the in- 
clination, from an dpinion that it is of no confequence 
to me whether animals have intelledls or not, and that 
it is amongft thofe things which the Almighty ha» in- 
tentionall^ concealed from our penetration. That they 
are in the power of man, and fubfervient to his ufe and 
pleafure, gives them a fufHcient claim to our compaiEon 
and kindnefs ; and while I am partly fed and clothed at 
the expenfe of the animal creation, I could not bring 
myfelf to inA'iQ. wanton cruelties upon them. On the 
other hand,' as Providence has placed them fo much 
beneath us in the fcale of beings, I fhould think it 
equally wrong to elevat^^them from thek proper rank 
in life, aiid fuiFer them to occupy that (bare of attention 
and love which is due to our own fpecies only. 

You are certainly right, madam, anfwered the gen- 
tlenian, there are objcds enow for the employment 
of human reafon, without our endeavouring to pene- 
trate into thofe things \yhich tauft ever remain hiddei), 
unlefs the inferior creatures were ci||ued- with fpeech, 
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Wccati form but very ItnperkSt u]oa$ even of our 
own ititelleSual powers, ftlii lefs of thofe of other 
men; and the farther any creature is removed from us^ 
the lefs capable are we of comprehending its nature, as 
we can only judge in tbefe matters by what pafies in 
ourfelves* 

Neither you, Sir, nor Mrs. Beirfbn, fai^ Mrs. Franks^ 
mean, I apprehend, to difcourage the fiiidy of the na-» 
tural hiftory of animals* By no means, replied the Iat« 
t6r, for, as far as it is open to our view, h is replete 
with amufement and inftru£tion« It jeads the mind to 
conteidplate the perfections of Che Supreme Being, and 
aUb furniibes a variety of Hfefiil hints for the condu6l 
of human affairs. Many important arts iiave, in alt 
*|)robability, been derived from animals ; and the exad 
regularity with which they dtfcharge the offices of ten- 
dernefs and ceconomy, afford examples of real utility 
4lo thofe amongft us who are di^ofed to negle£t the du- 
ties of humanity. Ao idle perfon^ for infttnce, may 
be admonifhcd by an ant or be«, a thoughtlefs mother 
by a hen, an unfaithful fervant by a dog^ and fo on, as 
one of our poets has elegantly pointed out in his Fa- 
ble *• I only mean that vii ^ould confine our ipecu« 
lations within due bounds, and not carels animals to ths 
negledl of the human ipeeies* 

Then you would condemn a lady of my acquaint** 
ance, faid the gentleman, who has a little ]ap«dog on 
which her happinefs totally depends 9 and, to ufe a vul« 
gar expreffion, her very lik feems to be wrapped up in 
his. I am fure it is quite provoking to fee a reafonabk 
creature mak;e herfelf to ridiculous. It is more than 
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ri4t€ul.QU8, ref^ed Mrs. Benfop, it is really fixiful. At 
this inilant tl)e ^rrivid of M^§f Franksfs cpacli was aiH 
nouflcpd, and (be, vjritb {k^ gftptlcin^n,' JopJ: le^ye. 

As foon as they were gone, Pray, m^mfi^, iiujJ H^^ 
riet, yfhz% does jhe karqe.d ^ ,<ilo i I Jiad , a gijeaf ^e-^ 
fire tp aflc Mrs. Franjt;$>l)«t w?^ f€girf^ /^ vjrpHldjdunlc 
n^e i.W?rti#ij?nt. ' * . . . 

I c<mm^nd ymr ppd^y* my <ie»ra jfegljf 4 Wi.h 

ieiifpxi, but w.QmW W* b^vp ij )e^d yoj» }.i;^9;l^h^ <fe- 
gr^ Qf ^cftr^nt 2^?.tp|>reTe|it yo,Hr grajtifying titia^ l^iid? 
able curiofity, witbovit ,wbvcb yQu^g fS^fya^ ^yft r^r 
maia jgnprao^ of w^nyi iim& vc;-y pr/Off^r lor; fij^in 
to be acqu^^gd with. Mr^. F»i\kf .w?iJ<l> I gfil 
fure, haye J^een fjyr /frpip .t;bii^g'yAV i^fiflrtiffept* 
Xhofe inquiries only ar^ tjbp.Mght^aublefome^by ^|)jc^ 
children int/errupt coi^veri^tion, and endeavour to at^a^ 
attention to Ijbeir pjivn i^figi^ficant prattie,, bujt a^f ,peQ~ 
pie of good/ci^e and gq^^.n^r^ d.«li^ti(igjyipgstsiqj^ 
yfeful inforn^atji^j^, / j\ 

In r^fpea to. tb^ IfiVA^. P«j | i^ft^f ^^ *i«B», 
^hich are qyit? ^fkopHhu^ ,in a fpeciie^ of anifisjak gf • 
9^ra^y rpgj^-ded ^s v«ry ft^ipjc}, Tbe pre^r^ m«*» 
flifi^n §)r a fight in ^ ropqi provided fqr ^h^ ,?«*»(?&» 
iji^jicre a Jiunpber 9f people aflen^bled to v^f \y Jt^ per- 
fprmances. Two alpbah^^ of Iw-gc lettprs pp car^ 
l^flw wr^ iOacfid op ,{^.6 fiopr jj qnjj of tlje cqaipa^K 
waji then defircd to prx?Rpfc a^jiipir^ l^Wch>ie wifte^^tl^c 
pig to ^ejl : O^if .tbe jce^Pff r,?pe^liei^ <9 fi^ P'^gy wb^fc 
picjced out eve^y !sti;ftr;fucccffiy.el>yMh|His (n^sfy %q4 
cfitU^£|?d th^Bfi ^ogptfe^ tiJl th^ yfff^d .wv QQijopl^i^ 
He wasib^n.(i^fired,tPtdl <;1mi hQ»r of the day, ztd 
9Qf of the Cfj^pioy j^ld a ly^^h to JUfni ibis :hll 
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attentixel/; and having done fo,- picked out figures for 
the hour and minutes of the day. He exhibited a num- 
ber of tricks of the fame nature^ to the great diverfion 
of the fpeSators. 

' For my awn part, though I was in London at the 
time he was fitewn, and heard continually of this won- 
derful pig from perfons of my acquaintance, I never* 
went tO' fee htm; for I am fully perfuaded, that great 
cruelty ii^il )iav« been exercifed in teaching him things 
fo foreign to his nature, and therefore would not give: 
any encouragement to fuch a fcheme« 

And do yM think, manoma, faid Harriet, that thcptg 
knows th& letters, and can really fpell words. 

r^lnk it poffible, my dear, for the pig to be taught 
to know the letters one from' the other, and that his 
keeper has fome private (ign, by which he direds him 
to each that are wanted ; but that he has an idea of 
IfilHng I can never believe} nor are animals capable of 
attaining human fciences, becaufe for thefe human fa« 
eulties are requifite ; and no art of man can change the 
nature of any thing, though he may be able to improve 
tfal^ nature to a certain degree, or at lead to call forth 
to view powers which would be hidden from us, be- 
caufe they would only be exerted in the intercourfe of 
animals with each other. As far as this can be done 
Ky familiarizing them and (hewing them fuch a degree 
of^kindnefsas is con (iftcfnt with our higher obligations, 
ft may be an agreeable amufement, but will never an« 
,^wcr cany important ^urpofe to-mankind; *and I would 
advife you5 Harriet^ neVer to give countenance to thofe 
people who'fhew what they call learned zmm2\s^ as you 
ftiay afiure yourftlf the]^ e^cercife great barbarities upon 
them, ^ Which ftarring them almoft Co death is moft 
^ . •> ' r *- . likely 
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likely among the number; and you may, with. the m(y- 
ney fuch a fight would coft you, procure /or yourfelf'a 
rational amufement, or even relieve fome wretched 
creature from extreme diftrefs. But, my dear, it is now 
time for yoU to retire to reft, 1 will therefore bid you 
good night. 

C H A B. X. 

Early in the morning the hen Redbreaft awakened 
her young brood. Come, my little ones, faid fhe, fhake 
off your drowfinefs, remember this is the day fixed for 
your entrance into the world, I defire that each of 
you will drefs your feathers before you go out, for a' 
flovenly bird is my averfion, and neatnefs is a great 
advantage to the appearance of every one. 

The father was upon the wing betimes, that he 
might give each of his young ones a breakfaft before 
they attempted to leave the neft. When he had fed 
them, he defired His mate to accompany him as ufual 
to Mr. Benfon'Sj where he found the parlour window 
open, and his young friends fitting with' their mamma. 
Crumbs had been, according to cuftom, ftrewed be- 
fore the window, which the other birds had nearly de- 
TOUred; but the Redbreafts took their ufual poft on 
the tea-table, and the cock birdfung his morning layj 
after which they returned with all poffible fpeed to the 
«eft, for, having fo important an af&ir to manage, they 
could not long be abfent. Neither could their young 
benefaSors pay fo much attention to them as ufual, for 
tbey were impatient to fetch the birds' neffs from Mifs 
Jenkins's 5 therefore as foon as breakfaft was ended they ' 
^ , fet 
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fet out en their expedition. Harriet carried a ^affcet 
Urge enough to hold two n^s, ^nd Frederick a fmaller 
one for the other ; thus equipped, wit^ 9 feryant at- 
tending them, they fet piF. 

Mr. Jepkins'3 houfe wa$. about a mile fronj Mr. 
Benfon's, it was delightfully fituated; tfa^ie wa$ a 
beautiful lawn and canal before it, and a charming gar- 
den behind; on one fide were corn fields, and on the 
other a wood. In fuch a d^i^tful retreat as this it 
was natural to exped to find a great many birds ; but, 
to Mifs Harriet's Airprtfe, xbey faw only a few ftrag- 
glin^ ones here and there, which fl^d with the utpQll 
precipitation as foon as 11^ ^nd her brother ^^pearied^ 
on this fhe ol^ierved to Frederick, that flie fuppofed 
lyiailer Jpnkins's pradice of taking bird$* nefts b.^d . 
made them fo (by, and entreated him never to comqpiit 
fo barbarous an aAion. ^ She (aid a great df al to him 
s^ou^ the cruelties that naughty boy ha^ bo^iled of 
the evening before, whjcb Frederick |>i:omife4 to re- 
mf^mber. 

As faoa^ they ^rived ^t the houfe^ ^i($ J^nkiocs 
fiin out to receive them, .but her brothier w^ gone to 
fchool. We are cpme, my dear Lucy, iaid Mift Ben- 
fon, to claiip the {^eriprmancie of Maftcr Jen^in^VprcH 
tnife; how are yo^r l^tUe prUpaers-? 

1 I know {Hot wb^t tpfsLfto you, ^my.flcar, ^4 
Mifs Jenkins, I have very t^ai^ Jiews to tcj|l you, and 
I fear you will blf^me mp e^edingly, though AOt n^re 
than I blfune^my&lf. ^ l^eartily wi(|i I h^$l retnrcKed 
home imme^i^t^ly after thp kind le^ure ypur mapiipp^ 
favoured me widi y^rday^ wbic)i ibewe^ f^e sjt^ 
OTMelty ofXby b^^MFipV^J^QIig^ I ^i^ tl)(# ^((^[^4 ^> 
own ipy c9nv;\^«l\. 

I walked 
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1 walked as faft as I could all the way from yoor 
boufe, and determined to give each of the little crea- 
tures a good fupper; for which purpofe I had an egg 
hoiled, and nicely chopped; I mixed up fotne bread' 
and water very fmooth, and put a little feed with the 
chopped egg amongS it, and then carried it to the room 
ivhere I left the nefts. But what vfm noy concern 
when I found that my care was too late, for the greateft 
p^ of diem! Every Sparrow lay dead and bloody; 
they feemed to have killed each other. Urged I fup- 
poTe by extreme hunger, each fpent on his unhappy 
aflbciates thofe pecks and blows which were my proper 
defcrt* 

. In the neft of Linnets, which were very young, I 
found one dead, two juft escpiring, and the other almaft 
exhaufted, but ftill able to fwallow » to him therefore i 
immediately difpenfed f^me of the food I had prepared,' 
which greatly reyived him ; and, as I thought be would 
fuffer with cold in the i>eft by bimielf, I covered him 
over with wool, and bad this mocning ^he pleafure of 
finding him quite recovered. 

What, all the Sparrows and three Linnets dead! £itd 
Frederick, whofe little eyes Jwam with tears at the me* 
lancholy tale : and {^ay, Mifs Jenkins, have you &arved 
all the Blackbirds -too ? 

Not all, my little friend^ anfwered Ms(s Jenkins, but 
I muft cohfefs ^bat fome of them have fallen vi&ims te 
my barbarous negteiSI:: however, there are two fine 
one^ alive, which I (hall, with the furviving Linnet, 
eheerfuUy refign to the care of my .dear Harriet, whofe 
Hcndernefs will, I hope, be rewarded by the pleafure of 
hiring them fiag when^tbey are -old enough. '9tkt I beg 

70tt wiifflsy mi sstk yoiurftlve« ^tt yonf walk. 

Let ' 
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Let me fee the birds firfl:, faid Frederick-. 

That you (hall do, anfwered Mlfs Jenkins ; and tak- 
ing him by the hand, condu£lcd him to the room in 
which (he kept them, accompanied by Mifs Benfon^ 
She then fed the birds, and gave particular inftru^iions 
for making their food, and declared that fhe would 
never be a receiver of birds' nefts any more; but ex- 
preffed her apprehenfions that it would be difficuhf to 
wean Edward from his propenfity for taking them; 
however, faid (he, he is going as- a boarder to a pri- 
vate academy foon, where I think he will have better 
employment for his letfure hours. 

Mifs Jenkins then took her young friends into the 
parlour to her governefs (for her mamma was dead), 
who received them very kindly, and gave each of them 
a piece of cake and fome fruit; after which Mifs Jen- 
kins led them again into the room where the birds 
wer^, and very carefully put the neft, with the poor 
folitary Linnet, into one bafket, and that with the two 
Blackbirds into the other. Frederick was very urgent 
to carry the latter, which his fifter confeitted to ; and 
then bidding adieu to their friend, they fet off on their 
return home, attended by the maid as before. 

Well, Frederick, faid Mifs Harriet, as they walked. 

along) what think you of bird-nefting now ? Should 

you like to occafion the death of fo many Itttl^ harm- 

/ lefs creatures?. No, indeed, faid Frederick; and I 

think Mifs Jenkins a very naughty girl for ftarving: 

them.' 

She was to blame, but is now forry for her fault, my 
dear, therefore you muft not fpeak unkindly of her ;. 
befides, you know ihe ba$ no good mamma, as we 
bavei to teach her whac> is proper s and her papa is 

obliged 
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obliged to be abfent from home very often, ar.J leave 
her to the care of a governefs, virho perhaps was never 
inftru6led herfeif to be tender to animals. 

With this kind of converfaiion they amufed thcm- 
felves as they walked, every now and then peeping into 
their baikets to fee their little birds, which were very 
lively and well. They entreated the maid to take them 
through the orchard, which had a gate that opened into 
a meadow that lay in their way, having no doubt of 
obtaining admittance, as it was the ufual hour for iheir 
friend Joe to work there. They accordingly knocked 
at the gate, which was immediately opened to them, 
arid Frederick requefted Joe to (hew him the Robin's 
neft. But before we proceed to this part of our hi (lory, 
we muft return to the Reclbrcafts, whom wc left on the 
wing, flying back to the ivy-wall, in order to take thcif 
young ones abroad. 

C H A p. XI. 

As the father entered the neft he cried out, with a 
cheerful voice, Well, my nefllings, are you all ready ? 
Yes, they replied. The mother then advanced, and 
defired that each of them would get upon the edge of 
the neft. Robin and Peckfy fprang up in an tnftant, 
but Dicky and Fiapfy being timorous were not fo 
expeditious. 

The hearts of the parents felt a rapturous delight at 
the advantageous view they now had of their young 
family, which appeared to be ftrong, vigorous, and lively; 
and, in a word, endued with every gift of nature requi* 
fite to their fucccfs in the world. 

Now* 
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Now, faid the father, ftretch your wings, Robin, 
and flutter them a little, in this manner ((hewing hini 
the way), and be fure to obfervc my direftions exadly,. 
Very well, faid hej do not attempt to fly yet, for here 
is neither air nor fpace enough for that purpbfe. Walk 
gently after me to the wall ; now hop and perch upon 
this branch, and as foon as you fee me flyaway, fpread 
your wings, and exert all the fhength yo^ have tp 
follow me. 

Robin acquitted himfelf to admiration, and alighted 
Very fafely on the ground. 

Now iland flill, faid the father, till the reft join us ; 
then going back, he called upon Dicky to do the fame 
as his brother had done ; but Dicky was very fearful 
of fluttering his wings, for iie bad a great deal of 
cowardice in his difpofitlon, and exprefled many ap« 
prehenflons that he ihould not reach the ground with- 
out falling, as they were fuch a great height from ft* 
liis fother, who was a Ycry courageous bird, was quite 
angry with him. 

Why, you foolifli little thing, faid he, do you mean 
to ftay in the neft by yourfeif and ftarve ? I (hall leave 
pfF bringing you food, I aflure you. Do you think 
your wings were given you to be always folded by 
^our fidesi ^nd that the whole employment of your life 
is to drefs your feathers and msike yourfeif look pretty? 
Without exercife you cannot long enjoy health ; 1>e-> 
fides, you will foon have your livelihood to earn, and 
therefore idlenefs ^ypuld in you be the height of folly; 
get up this inftant. 

Dicky, intimidated by his father^s difpleafure, got up;^ 
and advanced as for as the branch from which he was 
to defcend s but here hi$ fears retMrned^ and^ ioftead of 

making 
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making an efFort to fly, he ftood flapping his wings m 
a mofl: irrefolute manner, and fuffered his father to lead 
the way twice without following him. This good pa- 
rent, finding that he would not venture to fly, took a 
circuit unperceived by Dicky, and watching the oppor- 
tunity when his w^^^ were a little fpread, came fud- 
denly behi^ ^^^ ^^^ pufhed him ofF the branch. 
Di<5M Coding himfelf in aftual danger of falling, now 
gladly ftretched his pinions, and, upborn by -.the air, 
gently defcended to the ground fo near the fpot where 
Robin ftood that the latter cafily reached him by 
hopping. 

The mother now undertookT to condufl Flapfy and 
Peckfy, whilft the father ftayed to take care of the tyfo 
already landed. Flapfy made a thoufand diflliculties, 
biit at length yielded to her mother's perfuafions, and 
flew fafely down. Peckfy, without the leaft befitation, 
accompanittd her, and, by exaftly following the dl- 
reflions given, found die tafk niuch eafier than (hp 
cxpeded.' 

As foon as ^thcy had a little recovered from the 
fatigue and fright of their firft eflay at flying, they be- 
gan to look around them with aftonifhment. Every 
bbjeft on which they turned their eyes excited their 
curiofity and wonde^. They wjere no longer confined 
to a little nefl^, built in a fmall hole, but were now at 
full liberty in the open air. The orchard itfelf appeared' 
to them a world. For fome time each remained fUent^ 
gazing around, firft at one thing, then at another^ at 
Jiength Flapfy cried out, What a charming ^place the 
world is ! I had no conception that it was half fo big t 
• And do you fUppofe then, my dear, replied the mo-- 
v ther, that jou no.^ ^elabld the whole pf the world f I 

have 
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ftavc feen but a fmall part oi it rayfelf, and yet have 
flown over fo large a fpace, that what is at prefent 
within our view, appears to me a little inconfiderable 
fpot i and I have c^^nverfcd with feveral foreign birds, 
who informed me that the country ^hey came from was 
fo diftanf, that ihey were many ^ays ot» ^i^\j. journey 
hither, though they flew the neareft way, anix-<^,^^^j„^ 
allowed themfelves any reding time. 

Come, faid the father,. let us proceed to bufinefe, we 
did not leave the neft merely to look about us. You 
are now^ my young ones, fafely landed on the ground, 
/ let me inftrudt you what you are to do on it. Every 
living creature that comes into the world has fomething 
allotted him to perform", and therefore Ciould not ft and 
an idle fpeSator of what others are doing. We fmall 
birds have a very eafy taflc, in comparif^p of many 
animals I have had an opportunity of obferving, being 
only rtquircd to feek food for ourfelves, build nefls, and 
provide for oar young ones till they are able to procure 
their own livelihood* 

We have indeed enemies to dread; Hawks and other 
birds of prey will catch' us up, if we are not upon our 
guard, but the worft foes we have are thofe of the hu- 
man race ; though even among them the Redbreafts 
•have a better chance than many other birds, on account 
of a charitable a£lion which a pair of our fpecies are 
faid to have performed towards a little boy and girl ♦ 
who were loft in a wood, where they were ftarved tb 
death. The Redbreafts 1 mean faw the afi'edionatc 
pair, hand in hand, ftretched on the cold ground, and 
weuld have fed them, had they been capable of 

• Alluding to the ballad of the Children m the Wood. 

receiving 
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receiving nourifliment: but finding them^quite dead, 
and being unable to bury them, refolved to cover them 
with leaves. This was an arduous tafk> but many a 
Redbreaft has fince fliared the reward of it ; and I be- 
lievc that thofe who do good to others always m«et 
with a recompenfe fome way or other. But I declare 
I am doing the very thingl was reproving you for— - 
chattering away when L (hould be minding bulinefs. 
Come, hop after me, and we fhall foon find fomething 
worth having. Fear nothing, for you are now in a 
placfc of fecurityj there is no Hawk near, and I have 
never fecn any of the human race enter this orchard but 
the monfters who paid you vifits in the neft, and others 
equally inoffenfive. 

•The father then hopped away, followeil by Robin 
and Dicky, while his mate conduced the female part 
of the family. The parents inftrufted their young ' 
ones in what manner tofeek for food, and they proved 
vtryiucccfiful,' for there were a number of infeds juftr 
athand. ' 

' Dicky had the good fortune to find four little worms 
together,' but^' inftead of* calling hfs brother and fitters 
to tJartSke of tfiemj he^devoured them all himfelf. 

Arc y&u hbt'afliamed, ybu Htfle greedy creature? 
cried his father, tvbb obfcrved his felfilh difpofition: 
What would you think of your brother and fifters were 
-they to ferve yoli fb ? • In a-family every fndividual ought 
to confult the' welfare t)f i!he whole, inftead of his ©wn 

... » • 

• private fatisfatSioA*. It i^ h'is own trueft intereftto do 
fd! '- A dAy naay cottie When he who has now fufficient 
to Supply the wants of his relations, may ftandin need 
of affiftance from theml But fctting iSidefelfiJh con- 
fidcrations^ which are the laft that ever find place in a 
• ' • ' gefierotis 
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generous breaft, how great is the pleafure of doing good 
and contributing to the happinefs of others ! 

Dicky was quite confounded, and immediately bopped 
away to find, if poilible, fomething for his brother and 
fifters, that he might regain their good opinion. 

In the tnean while Robin found a caterpillar, which 
he intended to take for Peckfy ; but juft as he was go* 
ing to pick it up, a Linnet, which had a neft in the 
orchard,. fnatched it from him and flew away with it. 

Inflamed with the moft furious rage, Robin advanced 
to his father, and entreated that he would fly after the 
Linnet and tear his heart out. 

That would be taking violent revenge indeed, faid 
his father. - 'No, Robin, the Linnet has as great a right 
to the caterpillar as you or l> and, in all probability^ 
fea$ many little gaping mouths at hoote ready to receive 
it. But, however this may be, I had, for my own 
part, riather fuftain an ihjury than take revenge. Yoi* 
inufi; expedl to have many a fcramble of this kind in 
your life; but if you give way to^a refentful temper, 
you will do yourfelf ^ore barm, than all the enemies ia . 
the world can dq, yovi ; for .you ^111 be , in p^rpetua} 
agitation, from an .idea that eyery' one whp does not 
a£t in dire A conformity to your wiihes, faais a defign 
againft you» Therefore reftrain your anger that you 
may be happy ( forbelieve n>e, peace and tranquillity 
are the moft valuable things you Cfin .ppifefs. . . , 

, At this inftant Peckfy ^ame up with a fine fat fpjld^r 
in her mouthy which J(he'l^ dowa-at her moidier'^ 
feet, and thus addreflTed her: Accept^ my dear paresti 
the lirft tribute of gratitude which I have ever bceii 
able to offer you. How have I for ojerly longed ^>eaie 
thofe toils which you and my dear father endured for 

our 
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our fakes; and gladly would I now rele^fe you from 
farther fatigue on my account, but I am dill a poor 
uiexperienced creature, and mud continue to take (heI-> 
ter under your wing. All my power to aflift you (hall 
however be exerted, and I will hop as long as I am 
able to procure provifions for the family. The eyes of 
the -mother fparkled with delight; and knowing that 
J Peckfy's love would be difarppointed by a refufal, fhe 
ate the fpider, which the dutiful neflling had fo affec* 
tionately brought her ; and then faid, How happy would 
families be, if every one like you, my dear Peckfy, con- 
fulted the welfare of the reft, inftead of turning their 
whole attention to their own intereft. 

Dicky was not prefent at this fpeech, which he might 
have confidered as a reflection on his own condu£t; btjt 
.he arrived as it was ended, and prefented Peckfy with^ 
a worm, Ifke thofe he had himfelf fo greedily eaten. She 
received it with thanks, and declared it was doubly wel- 
come froni his beak. 

Certainly, faid the mother, fraternal love ftamps a 
value on the moft trifling prefents* Dicky felt himfelf 
bappy in having regained the good opinion of his mo- 
ther, and obliged his fxfter, and refolved for the fature 
to be generous. 

The young Redbreafts foon after all cdle£led toge- 
ther, near the gate which led into the meadow^ when 
they were fuddenly alarmed with a repetition* of the 
fame noifes which had formerly fo terrified them in the 
neft; and Robin, who was foremoft, beheld, to his 
very great amazement^ Mafter and A(Iif$ Behibo, the 
maid who attended them, and Joethe gardener^ Ivholiav- 
ing opened the gate, was, at the fequeft of 4118 young 

oiafier and miftrefs, conducing them to the ivy*wall. 

Robin^ 



[ 7^ J 

Robin, with all his courage, and indeed he was not 
deficient in this qualification^ was feized with a great 
tremor; for if the view he had of the faces of thcfe per- 
fons had appeared fo dreadful to him when he fat in the 
neft, what muft it now be, to behold their full fize, and 
fee them advancing with, as he thought, gigantic 'ftrides 
Cowards him? He expcftcd nothing lefs than to be 
crufhed to death with th« foot of one of them ; and not 
having yet attained his full ftrength, and never having 
raifcd himfelf in the air, he knew not how toefcape; ^ 
therefore chirped fo loudly as not only to furprife his 
brother and fillers, and bring his father and mother to 
inquire the meaning of his cry, but alfo to attraft the 
attention of Mafter*and Mifs Benfon. 

What chirping is that? cried the latter.— It was, 
faid the maid, the cry of a young bird; was it not one 
of thofe in the bafkets ? No, faid Frederick, the noife 
came that way, pointing to fonic currant buOies. — My 
birds arc very well, and fo is my Linnet, replied Har- 
riets—Frederick then fet down his charge very care- 
fully, and began looking about in the place from whence 
he fuppofed the found proceeded, when, to his great 
joy, he foon difcovered the Redbreafts and their Irttle 
family. He called eagerly to his fitter, who was equally 
pleafed with the fight. Frederick then flooped down 
to take a nearer i^iew of them, by which means iie di- 
reftly fronted Robin, who, as foon as the yoimg gen* 
tkmtih's face was on a level with his eyes, recollefied 
him^ and calling td his brother and fitters, told them 
they need not be afraid. 

Mifs Benfon followed her brother-s example, and 
delighted the little ^ock with the fight of her benign' 
countenance. She heartily lamented having nothing 

with 
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with which to regale her oli favourites a«d their fit* 
mily, when Frederick produced from his pocket a piece' 
of bifbuit which they crumbled and fcattered* Mifs 
Benfon recoUeding tl^at her mamma would expei^ her 
at home, and that the birds in the baiket would bo 
hangryv perfuaded her brother to take up his little load 
and return \^ they therefore left the Redbreafls enjoying; 
the fruks of their bounty. 



CHAP- xn. 

When the happy birds had fliared ambngft them the 
acceptable prefect made by their young benefactors^ 
tl\e mother reminded the mate that it .would be. proper 
to think of returning to the neft. If the little ones 
fatigue themielves t6o, much with hopping about, f4d 
(he, their ftrength will beexhaufted, and they will not 
be able to fly back. 

True, my love, replied her mate, gather them un** 
der your wings a little, as tfa^re is no reafon to appre- 
hend danger here^ and then we will fee .what' they can 
d^/ She' complied with 'his* define, and when they were 
fufficteDtly mfted, got up, on which the whole brood 
inftantly i<ai&d themfel ves on their feet. 

Now, Robin, cried the fatbeiv let us fee your dex- 
tetity in Hying upwards^^ coaro,. I will (hew you how 
to raife yourfdt ' ; 

Ob ! you need not.take thatt. trouble, laid the con* 
ceited biFd, a» I flew dawn I warraxlt I know how tf> « 
% up: then fpreading his. .wings, he attempted to i^fe, - 
but in fo unikilful a manner^ that he.43iily ihuffled ak)ng . 

upon the grj>und^ 

O That 
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Thit will not d6, however, cried the father^ fliali I 
fhew you now? Robin perfifted in it that he ftood in 
no need of indrudion, and tried again ; he managed to 
raifc himfetf a little way, but' foon tumbled headlong. 
His mother then began reproving him for his obilinacy, 
and'advifed him to accept his father's kind offer of 
teaching lim. 

You may depend on it, Robin, faid (he, that he is in 
every rcfpedl wifer than you ; and as he has had fo 
much pradlice, he rouft of courfe" be expert in the art 
of flying i and if you perfift in niakingyour owq fooliih 
experiments, you will only commit a number of errors, 
and make yourfelf ridiculous ; I (bould commend your 
courage, provided you would add prudence to it; 
but blundering on in this ignorant manner is only 
rafhnefs. 

Let tHm alone, let him alone, faid the ^ther; if he 
is «bove being taught he may find his own way to the 
neft, I will teach his brother. Come, faid he, Dicky, 
let us fee what you can do at flying upwards^ you cut a 
n<AAp figure this morning when you fLcvrJo^n. 

Dicky, with relu&nce, advanced ; he (aid he did not 
fee what occafion they had to go back to the neft at all ; 
he ihould fuppofe they might eaftly find fome fnug cor- 
ner to creep into till they were &rong enough to rooft 
in trees, as other birds did« 

Why you, faid the father, are as ridiculous with 
your timidity as Robin with his conceitednefs. Thofe 
who give way to groundlefs fears generally expofe 
tbemfeives to real dangers ; if you reft on the earth all 
night you wiil fuflTcr a great deal from cold and damp, 
and may very likely be devoured, whilft you fleep, by 
rats and other creatures that go out in the night to feek 

for 
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for foodf ; whereas, if you determine to go back to the 
neft, you have but one effort to make; for which, I 
will venture to fay, yon have a fufficient degree ,of 
firengtfa, and then you will lie warm^ fafe, and quiet >• 
however, do as you will. 

Dicky began to think that it was his inter^ft to obey 
bis father, and faid he would endeavour to fly up, but 
was (lili fearful he fhould not be able to effcA it* 

Never defpair, replied his father, of doing What 
others have done before you. Turn your eyes up* 
wards, and behold what numbers of birds are at this^ 
ir\ftant foaring in the air. They were once all neftlings 
like yourfelf. See there that new-fledged Wren, with 
what couragq he (kirns along; let it not be faid that a 
Redbreaft lies groveling on the earth while a Wren 
fqars above him ! 

.Dicky was now afliaraed of hirafelf, and, infpired 
with rmulation, therefore, without delay, fpread his 
wings and his tail; his father with pleafur^ placed him* 
felf in a proper attitude before him, then Vifing from 
the grow;id led the way; and Dicky, by carefully fol- 
lowing bis example, fafely arrived at the neft, which 
he found, a mod comfortable reft ing- place after the 
fatigue of the morning, and rejoieed that he had a good 
father to teach him what was moft conducive to his 
welfare. 

The father having feen him fafe home, returned to 
his, mate, ^ who, during his (hort abfence, had been en- 
deavaurrng to convince Robin of his fault, but to no 
purpofc ; he did not like to be taught, what he ftill per* 
fiiaded bimfetf he could do by his own exertions ; (he 
therefore applied bcrfelf toTlapfy. 

Conv, fiiy^dear, faid Qiej get ready,. to follow me 
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when your father returns; for the fun xrafts a great heat 
here, and the neft will be quite comfortable to you, 
Flapfy dreaded the experiment : however, as (he could 
not but blame both Robin's and Diclty's conduft* fhe 
refolved to do tier beft; but entreated her mother to 
inform her very particularly how to proceed. Well 
•then, faid the tender parent, obferve me. Firft bend 
your legs, then fpring from the ground as quick as you 
can, ftretching your wings as you rife ftraight out on 
each fide of yodr body; (hake them with a quick mo- 
tion, as you will fee me do, and the air will yield to 
you, and at the fame time ftfpport your weight; which- 
ever way you want to turn, ftrike the air with the wing 
on the contrary fide, and that will bring you about. 
She then rofe from the ground, and having pra3tfed 
two or three times repe^^tedly what (he had been teach- - 
ing, Flapfy at length vfentured to follow her, but with 
a palpitating heart ; and was foon happily feated in the 
neft by the fide of Dicky, who rejoiced that his fa- 
vourite fiftef was fafely arrived. 

The mother bird now went back to Pcckfy, who was 
waiting with her father till (he returned ; for the good 
parent chofe to leave the female part of his family to the 
particular iiianagement of their mother. 

Peckfy was fully prepared iot her flight, for (he had 
attentively obferved the inftrudion given to the others, 
and alfo their errors ; (he therefore kept the happr me- 
dium betwixt felf-concelt and timidity, indulging that 
moderated emulatioit which ought to poffefs eve^y 
young heart; and,' refolving that neither her inferiors 
nor equals (hould foar atove her, (he fprang from th^ 
ground, and, with a ft eadinefs and agility, wonderfol 
For her firlt effay, followed her mother tb^ the heft, wHo, 

^ inftead 
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ir^ftead of ftopping to reft herfelf there, flew to a fictgh*- 
bouring tree, 'that file might be at band to aflift R6l)iiv 
fhould he repeat of his folly; but Robin difappoirited 
her hopes^ for he fat fiilky; though convinced he had 
been in the wrong, he ^wpujd not hunnble himfelf to 
his father ; who therefore refolved to leave him a little 
. while and return to the neft. A^ foon as Robin found 
. himfelf defertcdp inftead of being forry, he gave way to 
anger and refentnient : — Why, cried he, am I to be 
treated in this manner, whaam the elded pf the farr>ilyt 
J while all the little darlings, are fondled and carefled ? 
But I don't car^, I can get to the neft yet, I make no 
doubt. He then attempted to fly, and, after a great 
/.many trials, at length got up in theair, but knew not 
which way to dired.his xourfe ; and fometimes turited 
. 'to, the right and fometimes to the left; now he ad- 
^ Tance4 ' forwards a little, and now, fearing he was 

wr6ng,^came back agaijQ; at length, quite fpept with m 
, fatigue, be fell to the ground^ and bruifed himfelf a 
^ good deal : ftunned with the fall^ he lay for fome mi- 
^ nutes without fenfe or motion, but foon xevived ; and 
iindine himfelf aloni^ in this difmal coiidition, the hor- 
. rors of his fltuatioa filled him with dreadful apprehen- 
ilpns, ^nd the i)ittereft remorfe. 

Oh! cried he, that I had but followed the advice 
and example of my tender parents, then had I been 
fafe in the ixeft, bleft with their kind carefles, and en- 
joying the company of my dear brother and fiftcrs! 
but now I am of all birds the moft wretched ! never 
Ihall I be able to fly, for every joint of me has received 
a fliock which I doubt it will not recover. Where 
ihall I find fhelter from the icorching fun, whofe pierc- 
' ing rap already render the ground I lie on intolerably 
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hot? What kind beak will fupply me with food to 
afluage the pangs of hunger which I ihall foon fee] ? 
By what means fhall I procure even a drop of water to 
quench that thirft which fo frequently returns ? Who 
will proteft me from the various tribes of barbarous 
animals which I have been told make a prey of birds ? 
Oh, my dear, my tender mother, if the found of my 
voice can reach your ears, pity my condition, and fly 
to my fuc^our. 

The kind parent watted not for farther folicitatioii^ 
but darling from the branch on which (he had been a 
painful eye-witnefs of Robtn^s fall, flie inftantly ftood 
before him. 

I haveliftened, faid flif, to your lamentations; aiid^ 
fince you feem convinced of your trrory will not add 
to your fufferings by my reproaches ; my heart releiits 
towards you, and gladi/ would I afford you all the aid 
in my power : but, alas ! I can do but little for your 
relief; however, Tct me perfuade you to exert: aH the 
ftrength you have, and ufe every efFort for your own 
prefervation ; I will endeavour to procure you fome 
refrefliment, atid at the fame time contrive means of 
fixing you in a place of more fecurity and comfort than 
that in which you at pi^efent lie. So faying, The flew 
to aiittle ftream which flowed in an adjacent meadow, 
and fetched, from the brink of .it, a worm which (he 
had obferved an angler to drop as {he perched on the 
tree; with this (he immediately returned to the peni- 
tent Robin, who received the welcome gift with gra-. 
titude. 

•Refreflied with this delicious morfel, and comforted 
by his mother's kindnefs, he was able to ftand up, and, 
on (baking his wings, found that he was not fo greatly 

hurt 
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hort as he apprehended » his heady indeed, was bruifcd, 
fo that one eye was ainfioft clofed^ and he had injured 
the joint of one wing fa that he could not poiHbly fly : 
however, he could manage to bop, and the parent bird 
obferving that Joe , the gardener was cutting a haw- 
thorn hedge, which was near the fpof, defired Robiil 
to foli<7w her; this he did, though with gi-eat pain. 
Now, faid (hcy look carefully about, and you will foon 
find infecSts of one kind or anoth^er for your fuftenance, 
during the renoakider of the day, and before evening I 
wiil return to you againr Summon all your courage, 
for I make t>o doubt you will be fafe while our friend 
continues his work, as none of thoie creatures which 
are enemies to birds will venture to c;ome near him. 
Ilobia.took a forrpwful fareweU, ^d the mother flew 
to ithe neft. 

You have been abfent a long time^ my Tove, fatd her 
mate, but I perceived that you were indulging your 
tendernefs toward. that difobedient neftling, who hae 
rendered himfelf unworthy of it : however, I do not 
condemn you for giving him afllftancev for had not 

. you undertaken the taflc, I would myfelf have flown to 
biminftead of returning home; bow is he^ likely to 
live and reward your kindnefs?'— Yes, (kid Ihe, he wiU, 
I Hatter myfelf foon perf«^ly recover, for his hurt is 

. not very confideraWefe and I have the pleafure to tell 
you^ he is extremely fenfible of his late folly, and I 
dare {^y will endeavour to repair his fauk with future 

.good behaviour;-— this is pleafing news indeed, faid he. 
The little neftiings,^^ delighted to hear their dear 

. brother was lafe and convinced of his error, exprefled 
great joy and fatisfa<Sion, and entreated their father tO' 

let them defcend again, and keep him company;: to this 
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be would by no means confeiit, bccaufe, as he told 
thctn, the fatigue would be too great j and it was pro- 
per that Robin fbould feel a Irttle longer the confe- 

/ quehces of his prefilmpt'ton : to-morrow, faid he, you j 

/ fhall pay him a vifit, but to-day he fhall be by himfelf : i 

on this they dropped their requeft, knowing tha^ their I 

parent was the beft judge what was proper to be done; I 

and not doubting but that his zfkStion would lead him ^ 

to every thing that was conducive to the real happinefs ; 

of his family: but yet they could not tell how to be j 

happy without Robin, and were continually perking up j 

their little heads, fancying they heard his cries: both , 

the father and mother frequently took a peep at hi m, 
and had the fatrsfadlion of feeing him very fafc by their 

'"Trrend Joe the garjeaer. But it is time to enquire 
after Mailer and Mifs Benfon. 



CHAP. xiir. 

. i 

I 

This happy pair arrived at the boufe foon after thijr j 

left the Redbreafts, and communicated every circum- I 

ftance of their expedition to their kind mamma, who, 
hearing their little prifoners in the bafket chirp veity 
loudly, defij*ed they wouH immediately go and feed 
them, which they gladly did, and then took a fliort 
kffon. Mrs. Berifon told Mifs Harriet that flic was 
going to make a vifit m the afterno6n, and fliould take 
her with her, therefore defired flw would keep heffdf 
quite ftill, that Are might not be fatigued after the walk 
Ihe had had in the mormng ; for though fee m«ant to 
go in the coach, it was her intention to walk home, as j» 

the weatfier was fo remarkably fine* The yo»ng lady j 

took " j 
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. took great care of tiie tird^, and Fr^eritk ^ngagedy 
with the ailiftance of the maid, to feed them during her 
Bbience. Mifs Benfon was then drefled to attend her 
' mamma* 

Mrs, Addis, to vAiok houfe they weit going, was a 
widow lady; (he hdd two children, Mafter Charles, .a 
boy of tvl^elve years old at fchool, and.Mifs At^gufta, 
about ferenj at home» Bat thef<^ children were quire 
ftrangers to Mifs Bdnfon» 

On entering the hall the young lady took notice of 
a very dtfagreeable fmell^ and was furpriied with the 
appearance of a i^arirot, a paroquet, and a macaw, all in 
moft fiiperb cages. In the next room (he came to werje 
:a iquirrel aM a monkey^ which bad each a little houfe 
neatly bittamented. 

Oh being introduced into the drawing-room, {tit 
obferved in one corner a la^-dog lying on a fplendid 
;cu(hion ; and in a beautiful little cradle, which flie fup- 
fobd to Contain a large wax dbll, lay, in great ftate, a 
xit with k litter of (cittetis. In .vain did Mifs Harriett 
(look for Mrsu Ad^is's children,: for neither Qf theni 
Appeared* : ^ 

After the ufoal^ compliments of falutation were over, 
I have, (aid Mi's. Benfon, taken the liberty of bringing; 
lAy daugHt(^r with hie, madam, in hopes of inducing' 
ybu to favour Us, in return, with the company of Maftec 
and Mifs Addis. 

' . Ybiiare very obliging, madam, rttplied the lady^ bi|t 
fanfeedl nevdrtake x»y children With> mei they are fy 
iriiJe\ on* the contrary, I am obliged to keep ^he boy 
almoft contintialiy at fbhdol, for he is fo cruel tp my dear 
fMepmms 4r,f{iiurtSiih^ therr 16 no bearing, him g| 
'^1 ' D 5 hmtjk 
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oome I and as for Augufta, it will be time enough, fome 
years hence for her to go a viflting. 

I am forry to hear you fay this, madam, faid Mrs. 
Benfon, but hope my daughter will at lead be indulged 
with feeing Mifs Addis to-day, or I (hall think you are 
di/pleafed at my bringing Harriet here. This in reality 
wa^ the cafe, as Mrs. Benfon perceived it, for the lady . 
looked very crofs : howevefi (he could not refufe letting % 
her daughter come into the drawing-room, as her gueft 
(o particularly defired it. 

Mifs Harriet was very curious to examine the va- 
rious animals which were colle£bd together by this 
extraordinary lady;, but as her manima never fuflfered 
her to run about when (be accompanied her to other 
people's houfes, (he Ut down and kept quite ftill, oidy ! 
glancing her eye liril to one part^of the room, and then 
to the otber^ as her attention was (ucceffively attra£led. 

Mrs. Addi^ rang the bell, and ordered that Augufta. 
.might come to .her. The footman, who had nevc^r 
•before received fuch a command (for Mrs. Addis only 
•faw the child in the nurfery), ftared with aftonilhaieDi, ' li 
and thought he had miftaken it. However, on hk 
miftrefs'^ repeating, that the little girl was to be 
brought down, be went to tell the nurfery*mAtd to take 
her. What new fancy is this? iaid (he. Who would { 

ever have /thought of her wanting the chUd in the 
Jrawing-rooni? I have no ftockings clean for her, nor 
a frock to put on but what is ^ to pieces ; Irwiflii (h6 
would fpend lefs an\itx'caU and de'gSy ^nd mmtUs^ ind 
then her child might appear as (he ought to do. . I 
won't go up ftairs, Nanny, v4*aid the child, mamma is 
i^ crofa. tp 'ffllc« * 8ut*you triufiy faid Nanny j;. befuies^ 
« ' ' c •• - there 
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, there is a pretty yeung lady comip to fec.you; ami if 

. you will go, like a good girl, you fliall have a piece of 

fugared bread and butter for your fupper, and you fbaU^ 

carry the new doll which- your gpd-manima gave you, 

to (hew your little vifitor. 

Thefe bribes had the defired . effect, and Mifs Au- 

gufta went into the drawing-room ; but, tnftead of eq- 

. tering jt like a young lady, with a genteel curtiy, (he 

, flopped at the door, hung down her head,, and looked- 

like a little fimpletoii. Miffi fienfba was fo furprifed- 

at her awkwarjnefs that fhe did not know what to do». 

and looked at her mammay who faidi Harriet, my love,. 

can't you take the little, lady by the hand and lead her 

to me ? I believe (he is afpaid o£ ftrapgers. On this 

.Mifs Harriet arofe to do fo; but Augufta, apprehenfive 

^ that ihe would fnatch her doll away, was gping to run 

Qutf only i)}e was not able to X)pen.the door* 

Mis. Benfon was quite (hocked to fee how (ickly,, 
,4irty, and ragged this child, was, and what a very vul- 
gar figure (he made for want of inftruftion ; but Mr^. 
Addis was fo taken up at that inftant with the old lap- 
dog,' which had,, as (he thought,, felleninto a fit,, th^t 
&e did. not mind her entrance; and^ before (he per- 
. celved it, the child went up to the cradle in< order to^ 
put her doll into it, and feized ot^e of the kittens hf 
the neck, the fqueaking of whictprpvoked theold cat 
to fcratch her, and this made her' cry and drop, the- 
kitten on the floor, Mrs. Addis feeing thi$,/(j[ew. to* 
the little beail, endeavoured to footh it with carefles^, 
and yras going to beat Augufla^ for touching^ it^ bu,6 
Mrs. Benfon interceded for her-; though (he could^ 
fcarcely gain atcea(iU)n». Mrs. Addis beibg^i^ gfeatkr 

agitated. . • . v. 
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Tea was now ordered, and Mils Augufta .being 
urgent to go to her maid, Mrs. Benfon thought it beft 
fhe (houM be indulged : and therefore faid, (he* was 
•fure Harriet would not defire to detain her againft 
her inclinations; and Augufta was difmifled by her 
mamma, without fo much as one tender kifs or kind 
Cxpreflion ! ^ 

The tea-things being fet, the footman came in with 
the urn, which employing both his hands, he left the 
door open; and wa^, to the great terror of Mift Har- 
riet, and even of her mamma too, followed by the 
monkpy tney faw in the hall, which having broken his 
chain, came to make a vifit to his lady : fhe, far from 
being difconcerted. Teemed highly pleafed with his cle- 
vernefs. O my fweet dear Pug, faid fhe, are you c'otne 
to fee. us ? Pray (hew how like a gentleman you can 
bebatfe. Jufl as fhe had faid this he leaped upon the 
'^ea- table, and took cup after cup and threw them on the 
ground, till he broke half the fet ; then jumped on the 
back of his miftrefs's chair, and tore the cover of it; 
in fhort, as foon as he had finifhed one piece of mif- 

It 

chief he began another, till Mrs. Addis, though vaftly 
diverted with his wit, was obliged to have him caught 
and confined V after which fhe began making tea, and. 
quietnefs was for a fhort time reftored. But Mrs. 
3enfon, though capable of converting on ihofl fubje<9:s, 
could not engage Mrs. Addis in any difcourfe, but upoti 
ittie p^rfe(fti<>ns'of her birds and beads; and a variety of 
uninterefUng ^particulars were related .concerning their 
wit or misfortunes. 

On hearing the clock ftrike feven, fli^ begged Mrs. 
Benfoh'^ eKCufe : 'b\it faid fhe* made it a conftant rule 
tfit iee all her dear darlings fed at that^hour, and ^titrtkitA 

* ' . that 
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that ftje and thfc ybttng^ Wy wotrM take a hitn ih the 
gattiefi in the mean Whri'te. TW^ was very unf>o}]t^, 
but Mrs. Benfon tfefireil &^ W6uW ufe ho cerfcrh6toit&s 
With her, and was really g^hd of thfe rrfpite it gave hfer 
from company fo irWbtue, ahd Mifs Harriet i*'as happy 
to be alone with her ^miamtna ; (he lH)v^eV^h forbore Ho 
ttiake at)y remarks oii Mf^. AM^ httaiik Qit had 
been taught that it did ftgt become yo^ng ^crfons to 
eenfure the behiviour rf Adfe ivh6 V^rc dhter thati 
themfelvcs. 

The garden was ii>aci<MJd, but ovcrtlih With Weeds; 
the gravd-Waiki Were fo fbiJgh for waiit tf rtillih^, 
that it was quite painful tb tt^ad to theita ;' and dte 
grafs 6n the fewft fb lotig> that there Wa^ nb Walkirtg 
with aliyc4{^Dttiibrt| for the {gardener Wa^ ^bft cotitr- 

n^Uy going on fbA« erfaiHl or aiioth<?:r for Mts. Ad« 
^is's darling^ ^ fo Mrs. Beivfed and her daughter fat 
dow^ .on a garden feat, with ah ihtehtidn of Waiting 
there till Mrs. Addis Ihould fummoh them. Mif$ Har- 
riet could not refrain "^ffom expreffing a wi(h tliat it Wa& 
tirhe to go hoikie ; to which Mrs. Behmn replied, that 
(he did hot wonder at her defire to return ; but, &\d fhe, 
my dear, as the world was not itiad« merely for us, wfe 
ttiuft ehd^avour to b6 patient under every diiagfeeablb 
circutnftahce we meet with. I know wh^t bpihi6h 
, yoa have formed of Mr^. Addis, ahd ibould hdt h^Vfe 
brought you to be a fpe^ator of her fellies, had 1 Hot 
hoped that an hour or two paffed ih her eort^p^hy would 
afFord you a ieflbn which might be ufeful tb you fhfbifgh 
life. I ha^e before told you, that tiur afEsftiohs to- 
wards the inferior parts of the treatioh Aoufd h^ pro- 
perly regulated ; you have, ih ydur ftiettd Mifs Jenkins 

ahd }^t brotbex^, feen 'inibn^es df cruelty t& fheni, 

which 



. which I am Aire you will never be inclined to imitats ; 
but I was apprehenfive you might fall into the contrary 
extreme, which is equally blameable. Mrs. Addif, 
you fee, has abfolutely transferred the afFedion (he 
ought to feel for her child to creatures which would 

.really be niuch happier without it.. As for pufs, who 
lies in the cradle in all her fplendour,. I will engage to 
iay, (he would pafs her time^ pleafimter in a bafket 0f 

.clean draw, placed in. a fituation where (he could oc- 
cafionally amufe herfelf with catching mice. The lap- 

.dog is, I am. fure,. a miferable object, full of difeafes, 
the confequences, of Luxurious living* How enviable 

. IS the lot of a fpanieL that is at liberty^, to be the conv- 
panion of his maHier's walks>.when compared with hi&! 
Mr. Pug, I aiTi. certain^ would, enjoy himfelf much 

.more in his native wood : and I am greatly tniftaken if 
the parrots, Sec. have not caufe to wifli themfelves in 

.their refpedlive countdes, or at leaft divided into fepa- 

yrate fvnilies, where tb«y would be better attended j, for 
Mrs. Addis, by having fuch a number of creatures, has 
put it out of her power to fee properly with her owa^ 
eyes td all. But come, let us go back into, the houfe; 
the time for our gcSing home draws near, and I wiih 
not to prolong my vifit. Saying this (he aroie, and^ 
yfith her daughter, went in^o the drawii)g-roobi, which 
opened into the garden;, the other door, which led to 
the adjoining apartments,, was not Oiut,.and gave them 
an opportunity of hearing what really dlftrefl>d:.Mrs. 
Benfon^ and pierfedly terrified the gentle Harriet.. 

Begone,, wretch, fays Mrs.. Addis, begpne thi? in* 
ftanty you (hall not ftay a npoment longer in this houfe. 
I hope, madam,. you willJtave the.gootlnefs to give mp 
a character V indeed^and indeed, lied Poll, but I believe 

/ he 
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he got cold when you let him ftaod out of doors, the 
other day. — I will give you no charader, I tell you» fo 
depart this inftant ; oh, my poor, dear, dear, creature ! 
. I fear you will never recover — John ! Thomas ! here 
: run this inftant to Perkins the bird-catcher, perhaps 
1 he can tell me what to give him } then burfting into a 
, fiood of tears, (he fat down and forgot her guefts. 

Mrs. Benfon thought it peceilary to remind her that 
ihe was in the houfe, and ftepped to the door to afk 
what was the matter. Mrs. Addis recollefted herfdf 
fufficiently to beg pardon for neglecting to pay atten-' 
: tion to her, but declared that the dreadful misfortune 
that had befallen her had m^de her infenfible to^very 
thing elfc.r 

What can be the matter, faid Mrs.. Benfon? hs^ve 
you heard of the death of a dear friend ; has your child 
met with an accident ?— Oh ! no, faid {he, but poor 
Poll is taken fuddenJy ill ; my dear Poll Which I have 
had eheie feveii years, and L^ar he never will recover. 

If this is all> nudam, faid Mrs. Benfon, I really can- 
not pity you, nor excufe your behaviour to me ; for it 
i^an inftance of difrefpe^l which I believe^ no .other 
perfon but yourfelf would (hew me, and I (hall take my 
leave of your houfe for ever : but, before I go, permit 
me to fay, that yoa z& in a very wrong manner, and 
will certainly feel the ill effects of your injul^ice to your 
felloMtf-creatures, in thus robbing them .of the love yui^ 
owe thern^ to laviib it away on thofe ,who are really 
fufferers by our kindnefs. 

At this inftant the footmaa entered to inform Mrs. 
Benfon that her fervant was comp *, on which, accompa^ 
nied by Mifs Harrier, ftie, without further ceren^ony^,^ . 
left Mrs. Addis t9 (?ompofe h^eif as (bj; cottld. 
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A« diey ^)ked along, both Mrs. BerHbn and h^r 
daughter coBtinned filefit, for the former was greatly 
ftg^tated, and tkt latter quite in confternationj at what 
bad lately pafied ; but their ^attention was foon awakened 
hy the fuppttcation of k |)odr woman, who entreated 
thenS to gi^e h«r Tome relief, as Ihe had a Tick hdftand 
and fev^h children ikl a (hitting condition : of which, 
(hh (aid, th^y thight ht '^ye-Wimeflbs if they would 
hftv^ the goidbeft ^ ftej^ into a barn that was very 
tt^ar. 

Tha ii^vftlitton of wreCcfaednefs never was given ih 
inAn to Mrs; B^nf^n s hef heirt was ironftantly awake 
tb &ih ttnikr (Mkig^ of huonanity ^ and taking her 
daughter by tbe hand, and defiring the fervant to fi6p 
fdl- iier, ftS K>l!oWe(i the wdotanv who comiuaed her 
t6 th^ A66€ 6f real Woe, where flie beheltl a father, 
rdrh>uniied #ittl his^ h^lpl^fs iamtty, whDtn he could no 
longer fupply With fuftenahice; atid He hi^mfdf, though 
his diieafb wis fubdued, Was ainiaft on the point bfeth 
pirihg for \^ant of fhme rieviv^ng cordfal. 

How carne Jrbu m be in this ctHiditiotf^ gckrii #b- 
hiah? raid Mts. BehfHH toM^^Wife; fiiri^iy ybu might 
have bbtaitieti relitf B^fdf^ your ht»<ban4 was reduced to 
f«cB'^t<-fetnity ? . . 

Oh ! th^ gobd lady, faid the v^HViah, We hi^e not 
btbh ufed to b^; bdt td earrt an h6neft llvdihtrod by 
Mf indaffhy ; Mi ¥t€vit ftfl DAi Fad day baV« l4»ioUrii 
Whatit^i^f6 aJSMchiHt^fltllis mbrnirigs for tht Hit A 
time, I made application at the'only greiift hldiife In tbts 
irillage, whi^rb I ihadB t\6 dbubt t^^re #as abundance. 
I told my difm^l tale id it feVvarit.ind begged die would 
ftiabrd it kncfwtt to htif miflrefs ; bdt flie sflUred Me it 
w^8 in tain tdr't6tnt difde,* for her My had iuch i 

fiimily 
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falmily of cats, dogs, monkies, and M manner of 
creatures, that fhe had nothrng to fpare for poor peo- 
ple ; at the, fama inAant I iaW the poi^lterer 1>ni>g a 
rabbit and a^owl, which I found were for ihc fevoarke 
ciat and dog. This difcouraged *ne fr6m begging 5 aftd 
I had determined to die before I would a(k again y but 
the fight of my dear hufbaud and children in this con- 
dition drives me to it- 

Wdl, comfort yourfelf, fai4 Mrs. Benf(»n.-»-Come 
to my houfe to-morrow morning, and we will fee what 
we can ^i in the mean time* here is fomtthi^ig for a 
prefent fupply. Mrs, Benfon (hen departed, as &€ was 
fearful of walking late. 

Mifs Harriet was greatly afFe£ted at this fcene, and 
' could no longer h^lp exclainmng agaiinft Mrs. Addis. ' 

She is deferving of great blame, ^ indeed, faid Mrs* 
Benfoti; bat I have the {deafure to fay> iadi charalSlers 
as bers are very uflcommon, I mean in the txtrtm', 
^ugh there «ie TUtimbcrs of people Ivho fyi into tke 
fame feult in fame degrvr, and make themfelves truly 
ridiculous with their unnatural affe<%dns. I wr(h you, 
while you are young, to guard your mind againft fuch 
<a blanieaK^ Mrea&nefs. . 

Mffs Harriet :ilflured her tnamma that ilie (bould 
nev& focjget either Mrs. Aiddis or the teffi>n Ate had 
received on the fub)e(%, and then exprefied her fatis^* 
tioA that fibey had met the poor woctun. I rejoici; ftn- 
cereiy, faid Miis. Benibn, at. havifig b^n fortunate 
enough to^ome ii) time td ^ffift this p66t wretched fk- 
iriily, atitl:bope, my lov«» you will, out of ^oar own 
little purfe, contribute fomething to-morrow towards 
their relief. Ma(t willingly, &id Harriet, ^ey ftatl lie 
wekome to my whole &o&(» 

They 
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They kept talking on this fubjeft tlU they arrived at 
'home» Little Fredericic, who fat up an hour beyond 
his time) came out to meet them, and aflared bis After 
that the birds were well and faft afleep, I think, faid 
(he) it is time for you and I to folk>w their example i 
for my part) with my morning and evening walk toge<- 
theri I am really tired^ fo (hall beg leave to wifh you 
a good night, my dear mamma ^ papa, I fuppofe, will 
fk>t be at home this, week.—* No, my dear, nor the 
next, faid Mrs. Benfon, for he has many affairs to 
fettKs' in the wdk. 1 am rather iktigucd allb) and 
iball foon retire to reft» 



CHAP. XIV. 

Wb will now return to Robin, whom we left undkr 
the protedion of Joe the gardener^ though the hoi«eft 
fellow did not kxiow of bis own guardianlhip) and con- 
tinued his work widiout pereeiTiog the little cripple^ 
who hopped and ibuffled about, pecking bcrcaod there 
. whatever be could meet with* 

When he had been for Tome ttnw by hiinfelf bis mo- 
ther it^ade him anothervifit) and told him' (he had in« 
terceded with his father* whofe anger was abated> and 
be would come to bim before be went to reft. Robin 
rejoiced to hear that there was a chance of his being 
reconciled to his father, yet be dreaded the firft inter- 
view: however, as it muft be^e.wiflied to have it 
over as foon as poi&ble ^ and every wing he heard beat 
the air he fancied to be that of his offended parent. In 
this ftate of anxious ejcpedation he continued almoft 

to^hqgime of fun>fettingi when, of a fuddeo, he beacd 
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'the weH- known voice to which he ufed to lift eh wfth 
joy, but which now czixki his whole frame to trenibje; 
but obferving a beam of benignity in that eye, in which 
. he looked for anger and reproach^ he caft himfelf in the 
moft fupplicating pofture at the feet of his father, who 
could no longer refift thcdefire he felt C6 receive hfen 
into favour. 

Your prefent humility, Robin, faid be, difarms my 
refentment ; I gladly pronounce your pardon, and am 
perfuaded you will never again incur my diipleafure} we 
will therefore fay no more on itfubje£t which gives (o 
much pain to both of us. 

Yes, cny dear, my too indulgent father, cried Robm^ 
permit me to make my grateful acknowledgmtnts for 
your kiitdnefs, and to afiureyou of my future obedience* 
The delighted parent accepted bis fubmiffidn, and the 
reconciliation was completed. Robin now felt himielf 
greatly relieved ; but on bis father's aiking him what 
he intended to do with himfelf at night, his fpirits funk 
again, and he anfweredj he did not know. Well, fajd 
the father, I have thought of an expedient to fecure you 
from cold at Icaft. 

In a part of the orchard, a rtry little way from hence, 
there is a fface belonging to our friend the gtrdenert 
where I have ibcltered myfelf from fcvcral ftorms, and 
am fure it will afibrd you a comfortable lodging; fo 
follow me before it is too late. The old bird then led 
the way, and his fon followed him ; when they arrived, 
they found the door of the tooUhoufe open ; and as the 
threfliold was low, Robin managed to get over it* 
His father looked carefully about, and^t laft found, in 
a corner, a parcel of fhreds, kept for the purpofe of 
nailing up trees. Here, Robin, faid he, is a<charming 
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bed for you. Jet me fee you in it, and call your mother 

to have a.peep, and then i muft bid you good flight 5 fo 

faying^ away hie flew, and brought his mate, who was 

. vperfedly fatisfied with the lodging provided for her late 

.vndutiftil but. now repentantfonj but reminded by her 

' mate that if tl»ey flayed longer they might be fliut in, 

they took leave, lelling Robin they would vifit him early 

ifi the m6rniflg« 

Though this habitation was much better , than Robin 
expeded, and he was ready enough to. own better than 
he defer ved, yet he i^eply regretted his abfence from 
the neft, and. longed to fee again his brother and fifterjs: 
bxiwcver, though part of the night was fpent in bitter 
- refleAions, fatigue at length prevailed over anxiety, and 
he f^U nfleep. The nefllings were greatly pleafed to 
£hd 'that Uo^tti ivas liltely to efcape the dangers of the 
tighi^ '9hd even the anxious mother at length refignpd 
, fa^rfeif to repbfe. 

Before the fan fbewed his glorious face in the eafi: 
etery iiidividual of this afFedionate family were awake; 
the fethef with impatience waited for the ..gardener's 
opening the tool-houfe j the mother* prepared her little 
^ones Tor a new exctf rfioiv > 

You will be able to defcend with mare eafe^ zny 
dears, to-day than y^u did yefterday, fliall you not? 
O yes, mother, faid Dicky i I (hall not be at all afraid ? 
. Nor I, fdid Flapfy. Say you fo ? then let us fee which 
of you will be down firft. Come, I will (hew you the 
way, 

. $)in this, with gradual flight, the mother bent her 

-courfe to a.fpot ^near (he place where Robin lay cdn- 

ceated; they all inftantly followed her, and furprifed 

their fiiher^ who havinj; feen Jdc, was every inftant 
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€xpe£ling he would open the door ; at lengthy to the 
joy of the whole party, the gardener appeared, and they 
■foon faw him fetch his- (hears and leave the tool-howfe 
^pen : on this th'e mother propofed that they ihould aU 
go together and call Robin, There they found him in 
his fnug little bed ; but who can dcfcribc the happy 
meeting; who can (ind> words to exprefis the raptures 
which filled every little bolbm.! 

When the firft tranfports fubfided, I think, faid the 
father, it will be beft to retire fiK)ni hence: if our 
friend returns he may take us f^ a fet of thieves^ and 
fuppof^ that we came to eat his feeds, and I (hould be 
forry he (hould have an ill opinion of us* Well, I am 
ready, faid his mate ; and we^ cried the whole biipodi 
they accordingly left the tool-houfe, and. hopped about 
among the. currant-bu(hes. I think, faid the f^th^P). 
that you who have the full ufe of your limbs, cpuld ; 
manage to get up the£e low tre^s, but Robin ipuft con-^ 
l^nt himfelf upon the ground a little longer. This w;;s 
very mortifying, buthe had no one to blamfi excepting 
himfelf; fo he forbore, to complain, and aiTumed as 
much cheerfulne($ as he could ; his brother and fifters 
begged chey might (lay with him all day, as they cpujd r 
4o very well without going, up; to the neft; to.this the> 
parents confented. 

At the ufual hour of vifiting Mrs^ Bqnfpn's tea-table 

the.aiFe£U)(3Hiate pair took their nfior|iing's flight, aqd 

found the young gentleman and lady with their mamma. 

They had been.up ^ long time, for Frederick had made 

in his bed->chamber a lodging for the birds, which had 

awakened both him. a/id his fifter ,4f s^^very ear)y hour, 

and they rofeVith gr^t roadiioefs to perfctfn| the kind 

^ ofice ifcey hadimpofed jipoft tbe/wf^^y^^ . 

The 
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The two blackbirds were fcrfe&\y well, but the 
linnet looked rather drooping, and they began to be 
apprefaenfive they (hould not raife him, efpecially when 
they found he was not inclined to eat. As for the 
blackbird?, they were .very hungry indeed; and their 
young benefactors, not confidering that when fed by 
their parents young birds wait fonae time, between every 
morfel, fupplied them too httj and filled their crops fo 
fail, that they looked as if they had great wens on their 
necks ; and Harriet perceived one of them gafping for 
breath. Stop, Frederiq^, faid ibe, as he was carrying 
the quill to its mouth, the bird is fo full he can hold no 
more; but (he fpoke too late; the little creature gave 
his eyes a ghaftly roll, and fell on one fide fuffbcated 
with abundance. Oh! he is dead! he is dead! cried 
Frederick. He is, indeed, faid Mifs Benfon, but I am 
fare we did not defign to kill him ; and it is fome fatis- 
faction to think that we did not take the nefl. 

This confideration was^ not fufficient to comfort 
Frederick, who began to cry moft bitterly; his mamma 
hearing him, was apprehenfive he had hurt himfelf, for 
hefeldom cried unlefs he was in great pain ; ftie there- 
fore haftily entefed the room, to inquire what was the 
matter^ on which Mifs Harriet related the difafter that 
had happened. Mrs. Benfon then fat down, and tak- 
ing Frederick in her lap, wiped his eyes, and giving 
him i^-kifs, faid, I am forry, my love, for your difap- 
pointment, but do not affiidi yourfelf, the poor little 
thing is out of his pain now, and I fancy fufFered but - 
for a (hort timei If you keep on crying fo you will 
forget to feed yoxxrfiock of birds, which I fancy, by the 
chirping I heard from my window, are beginning to 
aiTemble. Come, -let mc take the object of your ^&re& 
4 out 
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out of your fight, it muft be buried; then carrying the 
dead bird in one hand, and leading Frederick with the 
other, (he went down fiairs* 

While (he was fpeaking, Mifs Harriet had been 
watching the other blackbird,- which (he had loon the 
pleafure to fee perfectly at his eafe. 

She then attempted to feed the linnet, but he would 
not eat. I fancy, Mif^ faid the maid, he wants air* 
That may be the cafe indeed, replied Mifs Benfon; for 
you know, Betty, this room, which has been fhut up 
all night, muft be much clofer than t!)e places birds 
build in. Saying this (he opened the window, and 
placed the linnet near it, waiting to fee the efFedl of the 
experiment, which anfwere^ her wishes ; and (he was 
delighted to behold how ib/e little creature gradually 
fmqothed his feathers^ and his eyest refarne4 their na- 
tive luftre; (he once more offered him food, which he 
tojDk, and quite recovered. Having done all in her 
power for her litde orphans, (he went to (hare with her 
brother the tafk of feeding the daily penfioners ; which 
being ended, (he feated herfelf at the breakfaft table by 
her mamma. • 

I wonder, faiJ Frederick, who had dried up his tears, 
that the Robins. are not come. Confider, replied bis 
After,^ that they have a great deal of bufinefs to do, now 
their youfig ones begin to leave their neft ; they will be 
here by and by, I make no doubt. ; 

While (he was fpeaking the fervant entered, and in- 
formed them that a poor wpman was at the gate, who 
was ordered to. attend in the morning. Mrs. Benfon 
delired (he might come up. Well, good woman, faid 
the benevolent lady, how does your huiband do this 

morning? 
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morning i Thanks- to your goodnefsi madam^ and the 
blefltng of God, quite cheery, 

I am happy, faid the lady, to find yeu in better fpirits 
than you were laft night, and do not doubt you will do 
very well. I will order fome meat and bread to be fent 
you every day this week, and will alfo affift you in 
clothing thr children. Harriet'^ eyes gUftened with 
benevolence at feeing the woman, whofe diftrefs had fo 
greatly affciStdd her, thus comforted ; and flipping her 
ptirfe, which contained feven (hillings, into her mamma's 
hand, begged {he would take it for the woman. You 
ibail, my dear, faid Mrs. Benfon, have the pleafure of 
relieving her yourfelf 5 give this half-crown to her. 
Mifs Harriet, with a delight which none but the comr 
paiiionate can know, extended the hand of charity* 
The woman received her benefaftion with grateful ac- 
knowledgments; and, praying that the Almighty might 
fliower down his choiccft blefSngs on this worthy fa* 
mily, refpe£lfully took leave and returned to her hufband, 
who, by means of the nouriihment Mrs. Benfon fup* 
piled her with, gathered ^ftrenjgtfe hourly. 

She was fcarcely gone out of the room when the 
R«dbreafts entered, as I before related. The fight of 
them perfeftly reftored Fi'ederick's cheerfulnefs ; and 
after they were departed he requeftcd mamma that he 
and Harrietmight go again to the orchard, in hopes of 
feeing the young Robins, That you fli«ll do, Fre^ 
derick, faid flie, upon condition that you continue a very 
good boy ; but as yefterday was rather an idle day with 
you, you muft apply a littleclofer to-day; and Harriet 
has a great deal of bufinefs to do, there&re you muft 
wait till evening, and then perhaps I may go with you. 

Frederick 
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Frederick w^s fatisiied with this {>romife, and tdok 
tgreat pains to learn to read and fpell. He repeated by 
^heart one of Mrs. Barbauld's hymnj^ and feme other 

little things which he had been taught *, and Mifs Bei^- 
^fon applied herfelf to a variety of different leiTons with 

great afliduity, and performed her tafk <^f work .entiri^^ 

to her mamma's fatisfai^on. 
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As foon as the old Redbreafts left tt^eir h'ttle family, 
in order to go to Mr. Benfon's, Peckfy, with greatfq^ 
licitude, began to afk Robin where he had hurt him* 
felf, and how he did? Oh ! faid he, I am much bet* 
ter; but it is a wonder I am now alive, for you cannot 
think what a dreadful fall I had. With turning aboi^t 
as I did In the air, I became quite giddy, fo could n^t 
make the lead exertion for faving myfelf as I was fallings 
and came with great force to the ground ; you ice hof? 
my eye is ftill f welled, and it was much morefo at iirfl:» 
My wing is the worft, and ftill gives me a good deal 
of pain; obferve how it drags on the ground; but, as 
it is not broke, my father fays it will foon be well..; 
-and I hope it will be fo, for 1 long to be flying, an^d 
(bail be glad to receive any inftru(5lions for the futur?. 
I cannot think bow I could be fo fooliflily corK:eited, 
as to fuppofe I knew how to condu£l myfelf without my 
father's guidance. , i j 

Why, young creatures,, like us, faid Peckfy, cer- 
tainly ftand in need of inftru£lion, and otight to think 
ourfelv^s bappy in having parents who are witliog to 
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take tbe trooble 6F teaching us what is necef&iry for tis 
to know. I irfread the day when I miift quit the neft 
and take care of myfelf, FlapTy faid fh^ made no doubt 
they (hotild know to fly and peck, and do every thing 
before that time; and, for her part, fhe longed to fee 
^e world» and to know liow the higher ranks of birds 
behaved themfelves, and what pleafures they enjoyed ; 
and Dicky declared he felt the fame wiflies, though he 
muft confefs he had ^reat dread of birds of prey :— Oh, 
faid Flapfy, they will never feize fuch a pretty creature 
as you, Dicky, I am fure:—- Why, if beauty can pre- 
vail againft cruelty, you will alfo be fecure, my fweet 
-^fter, replied he, for your delicate engaging fliape muft 
plead in your behaf f. 

jfuft as he had finifhed his ipeecb, a hawk appeared 

in fx^tf on which tbe whole party was feized widi a 

moft 4mcommon fenfation, and involuntarily threw 

themfelves on their backs, fcreamtng with all their 

might ! and at the fame inftant the cries of numbers of 

4htle birds befides echoed through the orchard. The 

'H^edbreafts feon recovered, and, rifing on their feet, 

looked abotit to fee what was become of the raufe of 

thef r coilflemation s what they beheld him 'high in tbe 

«aur, bearing off fome mlhappy vi£Hm, a few of whofe 

ieadiers fell near 'the young family, who on examining 

them found they belonged to a goMfrnch; on whic^h 

'^Pect^y dbferved that it was evident thefe favages paid 

,noittefftionto.perfonal beauty* Dickywasfo terrified 

he knew not what to do, and had thought of flying 

back to the fiefti 'but after Robin's misfortune was 

'fearful of offending his 4ifther ; he therefore got up into 

a cm^atit^HiSi, and bid hw(6lf' in the ttiiekeft part of 
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the leaves. Flapfy foUoi^^d him; hut Robin being 
ol^lrged to keep on the ground, Peckfy kindly refolvedl 
to bear him company. 

In a few minutesr their parents ^returned from Mr. 
Benft)Q'8, and found the two latter pretty near where 
they had left them ; hut miffing the others, the mother 
with great anxiety inquired what was become of them i 
Robin then related how they had been frightened witk 
a hawk ; and, while he was doifig fo, ihey returned t0 
htm again* 

I am lurpri&4) &i<I the father^ diJtt a hawk A|0ul4 
venture Co near the fpot where ihe gardener was at 
iirork* Peckfy informed him that th^ had not feeo 
him fince he left them. Then I dare (ay he is gone to 
break£tft, ncjdied the mother; s(nd, this was the cafis^ 
for they at this inftant fa^ him return with his fhear$ 
in his hand, and foon purfue his work. Now you will 
be (afe, cried the father ; t (hall therefore ftay and teach 
you to fly in different diroAions, and then your mother 
and I will make foqie little excurfioAS, and leave yoii 
to prafUfe hf yourfelves; but ^rft of all let me ihew 
you where io get water, for I fear you muft be very 
ihirfty. Ho, &id they, we hat^^htMi feveral wet worms 
and ji(tcy cat^rptllars, which have ferved us both for 
vi<ftuals and dr ink<«>Robin is ytry quicjk at finding 
them.— -There is nothtag lilq: neceffity to teach birds 
how to live, faid the father ; I am glad |lob|j^'{|u^sfor^ 
tunes have been fo beneficial to him. Whif would 
have become of you, Robin, if you had not exerted 
yourfelf as I direfted? faid his mother; you would 
foon have died, had you continued to lie on the fcorch* 
ing ground. Remember frpm this inftance, as loQg 
as you livei that it is better to ufe means for 
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^our owii relief) than to fpend time In firuitlefs U^ 
tocdtaiions. ^ ; 

In refpcft to hawks, faid the father, they are A-ight- 
fill "creatures to be fure; bat there are very few of them 
ui'compahfon of rooft other birds, and they can take 
Imt one at a time., therefore 4t is a very great chance 
%Khether any of you is that one ■; your beft way will be 
io- keep as near to faoafes as you can, and make your«- 
fekes familiar with maakindvand then I think you will 
be in little danger. By the way, let mq obfervc how 
greatly indebted you v are to this good gardener, whom 
1 hope you no longer call a monfter. Oh, no! faid 
i^iapfy, he is a dear good creature. — But I was going . 
ito fay, cried thefether, that, at any rate, it would be 
.wrong to make your life unhappy with apprehenfions ; 
you cannot keep hawks away by fearing them ; and k 
is poffible you maynev^r -fee another; befidcs, what 
thoufands efcape, in coniparifon of the few they devour ! 
But come along, Dicky, Flapfy, and Peckfy,: there is 
iwater fo^ near, that Robin can hop as far, He then 
conduced them to a pump, from whence Joe watered 
the garden 5 and under its fp9ut they found an ample 
fupply of that delightJidI clement, more acceptable to 
them than the moft coftly wine would have been. 

Here- they ftaid fome time, and were greatly amufedi 
ftill fo near the. gardener, that they regarded ihemfelv^s 
as under his proteaipn. ;Tbe parents flew up i<tfQ a 
tree, and there the father cnterrained his beloved mal^e 
and family with his cheerful muficj and foi^etim^s 
they made various airy cxcuifie>ns for examples to their 
little ones, who all longed to be able to imitate them. 
In this manner theday paffcd happily away, and early 
ia the evening Flapfy, Feckfj^, ^d. Picky,., were con- 
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dtiflt d' to the heft ; they mounted in the air uitli miicfr 
more cafe than tlie preceding day, ajid the parents in-^ 
ftrudled them how to fly to the branches of fome tt-Cc^ 
which ftood near to the ivy- wall. 

In the iftean time they had left Robin by himfeUV 
thinking he would be fafe while the gardener was rhow- 
ing fome grafs ; but what vvas the grief of both father^ 
and moth?r when they returned, and could nieither fee 
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nor hear him! The gardener too was gone;' they 
therefore apprehended that d cat dr rat had taken Ro- 
Sin away and killed him, yet none pf his feathers were 
to be/een ;► with the moft anxious fearch ihey i?xpl6red 
.every recefs in which they thought it poflible for him 
id be, and ftraincd their little voices tiJI they were 
hoarfe with calling him, but all in vain ; th6 tool-houfe 
was locked ; but had he been there he would have an- 
fwered: at length, quite in defparr of finding him, with 
heavy hearts they returned to the neft; a general la- 
mentation enfued, and this lately happjr abode was now 
the region of forrow. The father endeavoured td 
Comfort his mate and furviving neftlings ; and fo far 
fucceeded, that they refolved^to bear the lofs with 
patience. 

After a mournful night, the mother left the neft early 
in the morninjg, unwilling to relinquifli the hope which 
ftill remained of finding Robin again ; but, having fpent 
an hour in this manner, fhe returned to her mate, whcr 
was comforting his little ones. > ' 

Come^ faid he, let us take a flight; if we fit lainent- 

ing here for ever it will be to no purpofe :'• the evils: 

-which befall us muft be borne, and the more quietly 

we fubmit to them the lighter they will be. If poor 

Robin is dead, he will fufFer.no morc^ and If he is nor^ 
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fo much as we fly about^ it is a chance but we get tid- 
ings of him; fuppofe thefe little ones auen^tofiy 
%^'ith us to our benefadors ? If we fet out early, and 
let them reft frequently by the way> I think they may 
accompliih it. This was very ptcaftng to e^icry one of 
the little ones, for they Umged to go thither i .^nd ac* 
cordingly it was determined that they ihould immedi- 
ately fet out, and they aCcomplifhed the journey by eafy 
fiages i at length they all arrived in the court, juft Wter 
the daily penfioners were gone. 

Now, (aid the father, ftop a little, and let me advife 
you, Dicky, Flapfy, and Peckfy, to behave yourfelves 
properly; hop only where you fee youf mother and me 
hop, and do not meddle with any thing bat what is 
fcactered on purpofe* Stay, father, iaid Dicky, my 
feathers are (adly rumpled; and fo are mine, faid. 
Flapfy. Well, finooth them then, but don't ftand 
finicking for an hour. Peckfy was ready in an inftant, 
but the otherc were very tedious ^ ib their •£uher and 
mother would wait v for them no longer, imd flew into 
the window; thet)thers directly followed them, and, to 
the inexpref&ble fatisfadion of Mafter Benfon, alighted 
on the. tea-table, where they met with a very unexpeded 
pleafure ; for who (hould they find tberir, as a gueft, but 
tbf ^boTy loft Robin ! 

The meeting was, you may be fore, a happy one for 
all parties ; and the tranj^yorts ft Dccafiaoed may be 
eafier conceived tfaEsn 4dfiar%ed« The father floored 
forth aloud fong of gratitude; the mother chirped, ihe 
1>owed her head^ clapped her wings, balked on the 
tea-table, joined her beak to Robin's, then touched the~ 
hand ©f Mafter Fredericjc As for the young ones, 
they twittered a thoufand queftioas to Kobin; but, as 
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be IMS unwilling to difturi^ his fotbcp's ibqg) be defii 
them to fufpend their curtofity to anodier opportunity* 
But it is now time to fatisfy yours, my young readers, 
and therefore I (h^)l inform you by what mea^s Robi» 
was pl^ed in this happy fituation* 

CHAP. XVI. 

You may remember that Matter Frederick obtained 
from bis ipamma a promife, that when the bufineis of 
daily inttruflion was finiihed he and his fitter ttiould go 
into the orchard in fearch of the Robins^ as foon,| 
therefore, as the air was fufficiently cool, (he took then\ 
with her, and arrived juft after the parent birds had 
taken their young ones back to the nett. Robin waa 
then left by himfelf, and kept hopping about; and, fear- 
ing no danger, got into the middle dt the walk. ?re- 
detick defcritfd htm at a diftance, and eagerly called out, 
there's one of them, I declare ; and, before his mamma 
obferved him, be ran to the place^ and clapped his little 
hand over it, exulting that he had caught it. The 
preflure of his hand hurt Robin's wing, who fentforih 
piteous cries ; on which Frederick let him go^ apd faidy 
} won't hurt you, you little thing. 

Mi(s Harriet, who faw him «atcfa the bird, ran as faft 
as pof&ble to prevent hi> detaining it v and perceived 
ti>at as Robin hopped away he was lame, on which (h^ 
concluded that her brother had hurt him; but, on Fre- 
derick's alTuring her that his wing hung down when he 
firtt faw him, Mrs. Benfon. faid it was moft likely he 
was laoned by fome accident, which had prevented hie 
going with the others to the neft ^ and if tbet i^ the 
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cafe) iaid (he, it will be humane and charitable to'lhke* 
care of htm. 

PVedcrick was delighted to hear her fay fo, and afked 
whether he might carry It home ? Yes, faid his mamma, 
provided you can take him fafeJy. Shall I- carry k, 
madam? faid Joe, he can lie nicely in my hat. This 
was an excellent fcKeme, and all parties approved of it; 
fo Frederick took fome of the foft grafs which was 
mowed down, to put at the botto n, and poor Robin 
was fafely depofued in his vehicle, which ferved him for 
a litter ; and, perceiving into what hands he was fallen/ 
he inwar^lly rejoiced, knowing that he had an excellent 
chance of being provided for, as well as of feeing His^ 
dear relations again. I need not fay th^t great' care 
was taken of him; and you will eafdy fuppofe he had a 
more comfortable night than that he had pafled in the 
feed. 

When Mafter and Mifs Benfon arofe the next morn* 
ihg, one of their firft cares was to feed the birds, and 
they had the pleafure to fee all their neftlings in a very 
thriving condition ; both the linnet and the blackbird 
ttow hopped out of their nefts to be fed, to the great 
diverfion of Mafier Frederick : but this pleafure was fooii 
damped by an unlucky accident; for the Blackbird be- 
ing placed in a window which was open, hopped tod 
Bear the edge, and fell to the ground, where he was 
fnapped up by a dog, and torn to pieces in an inftant; 
Frederick began to lathent as before ; but, on his fifter's 
reminding him that the creature was paft the fenfe of 
pain, he retrained himfelf, and turned his attention to 
the linnet,r which he put into a cage, that he might 
not meet the fame fate. He then went to feed th< 
flock, and to inquire after Robin, whom Mrs. B.^nfoa 
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had taken into her own room, left Frederick (hould 
handle and hurt him; to his great joy he found him 
much better, for hecbuld begin to ufc? his injured vying. 
Frederick was therefore trufted to carry him into the 
breakfkft parlour, whrere he placed him as h^s^been aU 
ready dcfcribed, * 

For Tome time the young RedbreafJs behaved very 
well ; but at length Dicky, familiarized by the kind 
treatment he met with, forgot bis father's injunctions) 
and began to hop about in a very riide manner ; he 
even jumped into the plate of bread and butter; and, 
having a mind to tafte the tea, hopped on the edge of a 
cup ; but, dipping his foot in the hot liquor, he was 
glad to make a hafty retreat, to the great diverfioin of 
Mafter Frederick. * Flapfy took the freedom of peck- 
ing at the fugar, but found it too har^ for her tendejr 
beak. For thefe liberties their rootlier reproved thehfi*,, 
faying flie would never bring them with her again, if 
they were guilty of fuch rudenefs as to take what was 
hot offered thep. 

. As their longer ftay would have broke in on a plan 
which Mrs, Benfon had concerted, (he rung her bell*, 
dhd the footman came to remove the tea things; oti 
which the old birds, Slaving taken leave oi Robin, and 
promifed to come again the next day, flew out at the 
window, followed by Dicky, Flapfy, and Peckfy. Robift 
was fafely depofited in a cage, and paffed a happy dijr, 
being often allowed to hop out, in order to be fed) 
^ The parent birds alighted in the court, and condufteil 
their little ones to the water which was fet out for them* 
after which they all returned to the neft; here theyoufrg 
ones retted till the afternoon, and then their parents took 
them out, in order to flie w th6m tile orchard. ^^ ' *" 
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CHAP. XVU. 

You haw pot jret, (zii the fiiltber, feen the whole 
extent of this place, and I wilh to introdu^ you to our 
i^i^hboujrs* He then led the way to a pear-tree, in 
which a linnet had 'built her neft. The old linnets 
^med much plea(ed to fee their fnends the Redbreafts^ 
vhoi with great pride, in^oduced their little family lo 
them. My own neftlings are j.uft ready tp fly, faid the 
hen linnet,' an4 I hope will make aicquaintance with 
them i for birds fo well inftru£)<ed as,'I make no doui^t, 
your offspring aire, muft be very defirable (companions. 
The little Redbreafts were <)uite delighted with the 
hopes of having fome agreeable friends ^ and the oI4 
j^nes replied, that jthey had themfelve^ received fo muclf 
pleafure from focial friendfliip, that they wifhed their 
young ones to cultivate the fame. 

They then flew on to a cherry-tree, in which were 
a pair of chaffinches in great agitation, endeavouring 
to part one of their own brood and a young fparrow, 
vrfiich were engaged in a furious batt]e: but in vain ^ 
^either of the combatants would defift, till the chafiinch 
dropped dead to the ground. His parents wiere greatly 
fliocked at this accident ^ on which the cock Redbreaft 
attempted to comfort them with his ftrains ; but, find- 
ing them deaf tp his munc,iie begged to know the cauf^ 
of the quarrel which had fo fatal a conclufion. 

Oh ! anfwered the hen chaflinch, my neftling is \ot^ 
through his own folly. I cautioned him repeatedly not 
to make acquaintance with fparrows, knowing they 
jvould lead him into piifchief ; but no remonftrances 

would 



would prcvaih As foon as he began to peck about, he 
formed a friendfliip wtth one of tiiat roraciaas breed,. 
who undertook to teach him to 9j and provide for him* 
felf i fo he left his parents^ and continually followed the 
fparrOw, who taught him to Real corn, and other 
things, and to quarrel with every bird he met; I ex» 
peded to fee him killed continually* At length hi^^ 
coflipaiMn grew lircd of him^ and picked a quarreF, 
^ieh ended as ycm have feen. However, liii^ is better 
than if he bad been caught by men, and bung up, as I 
have feen many a bird, for a fpe£bck, to deter others^ 
from ftealing. 

Let me advife you, my young friends, faid (he, ad^ 
dreffing herfelf to the little Redbreafts^ to follow your 
parents dtreSion in every refpe<9:, and avoid bad com* 
pany. She then^ accompanied by her mace, flew bacb^ 
to her neft, in order to acquaint the reft of the family- 
with this dreadful catailropi^, and the Redbreafts tooku 
another flight. 

They alighted on the ground, and began pecking' 
about, when aU>of a (udden they beard a ftrange notfe, 
lyhich rather alainied tbe young ones. Their father 
ckfired them to have no fears, but foUo\¥ him; he le^ 
them to the te^ of a high tree, in* which was a neft of f 
niagpies. They had the day before made an exctirfioo 
round the/ orchard^ and were converfing on what they 
had feen, but in fucb a confufed manner^ that the^e wa§> 
IH> fuch thing as ufiderftanding them; o\ie chattered 
of one tbiiig^ and one of azx)ther« In fhort, all were * 
eager to fpeak, sjind none ini^lined to hear. 

What a fee of fpoliih ill-bred little o-eatures are- 
tbefe, iaid the cock Redbceaft ; if they would talk ooo- 
at a time) wfa^l eacb ihys might affoid cnl^rtaiaiBent tt' 
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th^ reft ; but, by cbattering all together in tbts m^iloer^ 
they arp quite diiagreeable. Take example from them^ 
my neiliings, and avoid the fault which renders them (o 
ridiculous* \ . i ^ 

So faying, he flew on, and they foon (aw a cuckoo, 
furrounded by a number of birds, who had been.peck^ 
ing at her tiU (he had fcarce a feather left upon her 
l^reaft, while (he kept repeating her own dull note^ 
Cuckoo / Cuckoe!. inceflfantly. Get bapk again to your 
Qwa country, faid a thru(h, what bufinefs have you in 
ours, funking the eggs, and taking the nefts of any. 
bird you meet with? Surely it would be fufficient 
could you have the privilege of building for yourfelf, as 
we do who are natives; but you have no right to fcize 
uppn our hbours, and devour our oiFpring.^^Tbe 
cuckoo deferves his fate, faid the hen Redbreaft i 
though I am far from bearing enmity to foreign birds 
in general, I deteft fuch charaders as his. I wonder 
mankind do not drive cuckoos away ; but I fuppofe it ift 
on account of their being the. harbingers of fummer. - 

How 'different is the charader of the fwaliow; he 
comes here to er^oy the mildnefs of the climate, and 
confers a benefit on the land by deftroying many 
nioxioos infers. I rejoice to fee that r^ce fportin^ in 
the air^ and have had high pleafure in converting with 
them ; for, as they are great travellers, they have much 
to relate* But ^ome, let us go on. 
' They fooacame to a hoUow tree. Peep into this 
hole, fa^d the cock biwl to his young ones ; they did fo,' 
and beheld aneft of young owls. What a fet of ugly 
creatures, faid Dicky: furely you do not inte^id to (hew 
your frightful faces in the world! Did ever any one fee^ 
foch dui) eyes, and fuch a frightful m«^fflo of feathersl *^ 
•y-^ ^ - Whoever 



'Wboevtrr you are that -reproach us With the want of 
beauty, you do not (hew your own good fenfe, relied 
one of the little owls; perhaps We may have qualities 
jyhich render us as amiable as yoiirfelves : you do noc 
appear to know that we are night ^nd not day birds : 
the quantity of feathers in which we are muffled up ig 
very comfortable to us when we are out in the cold ; 
and I can fhew you a pair of eyes, which*, if you are' 
little birdsy will frighten you out of your wits; and,' 
if I could fly, I would let you fee what elfe ! 
could do. He then drew back the ' film which was 
given him, that the ftrong light of the day might not 
injure his fight, and flared full at Dicky, who was'flruck 
with aftonifbment. 

At that inftant the parent owl returned ; and, feeing 
a parcel of flrangers looking intq her neft, fhe fet up a 
IJcreeching, which made the whole party take wing« 
As foon as they flopped to refl, the cock Redbreaft,- 
who was really frightened, as well as his male and fa-* 
mily, recolleiaed himfelf, and faid, Well, Dicky, how 
did you like the oaI's eyes? I fancy they proved 
brighter than you expcfled ; but, had they even been 
as ugly as you fuppofed, it was very rude and filly in 
you to notice it. You ought never to^cenfure any bird 
for natural deformities, fince n6 one contrails them by 
choice ; and what appears difagreeable to you, may be 
pleafing in the eyeS of anpther. Befides, you fbould 
be particularly careful not to infult flrangers, becaufe 
you cannot know their deferts, nor what -power they 
may havcf of revenging themfelves. You may think 
yourfelf happy if you never meet one of thefe owls by 
night, for, I afTure you, they often feed upon little birds 
like us : and you have no reafon td think they will fparc; 
u yoU' 
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J0U| after the afirom you have given them, ButcomC) 
let us fly on. 

They foon alighted on a tree, in which was a mock' 
1>ird *j who, inftead of finging any note of his own^ 
kept fucceffively imitating thofe of every bird that in- 
habited the 'orchard, and this with a view of makrlig 
diem ridiculous. If any one had any natural imperfec- 
tion in bis finging, be was Aire to mimic it;^or if any 
wat particularly attentive to the duties of his ftation, he 
ridiculed him as grave and formal. The young Red- 
breafts were exceffiVely diverted with this droit crea- 
ture ; but tbeir father de&ed them to conftder whether 
th^y (houid like to hear him mimic them* Every one 
agreed that they (hotild be very angry to be ridiculed in 
that manner. Then, replied the father^ neither en^ 
courage nor imitate him. The mock-bird hearing him, 
took up his notes*— JV^iVJ^^r gncaurage nor imitate bim^ 
laid. be. The cock Redbreaft on this flew at him with 
fury, plucked fpme feathers from his breaft, and fent 
him fcreaming from the^place. I have made^ you fing 
a natural note at laft, faid he, and hope you will take 
care how you pradife numkkry again. His mate was 
forry to fee him difturb bis temper, and ruflle bis fea- 
thers, for fuch an inftgnificant creature ; but be told 
her it was particularly uecefiary as an example to his 
neftlings, as mimickry was a fault to which young birds^ 
were too apt- to inclines and he wtihed to (hew them 
the danger they expofed tbemfelves to in the pradica 
of it. 

The whole Redbreaft £»mtly refted tbemfelves for 
feme time % ajid whilft they fat ftiU obferved a jphaffinch 

* The mock-bird is projierly a aative of Anrarica^ bat ii inUodnced hexc 
lor the lake of the moial< 

Hying 



JByJng (rqm tree to tr«r, srhattfsrmg to every bird he 
^ad any kno^^Ji^dge of; 9jQd hU difeourfc feemed to 
affe& bis hearers greatly* for (hey perceived fome birds 
fljring off in great hafie, and others ipeeting them; 
Riany battles and difputes enfued. The h'ttlp Redbreaftt 
wondered at thefe circumftapces -, at length Peckfy in- 
quired the ipeaning of the buftle. This Chaffinch, re* 
plied the father, is a tell-tqli^ it is inconceivable the 
pnifchief he makes. Not th^t be ba^ fo OMch malice 
in his nature, but he lov^s to biear himfelf chatter i and 
therefore eyery aoecdote be can P9l|eA h^ telU to all be 
meets, by whicfa means he often rai|bs quarrels and iani- 
mofuies ; neifhef does he ftop hf re, fpr b<i frequently 
invents the tale^ be relates* 

As the R^dbreaft was fpeaking the Chaffinch aligbte^ 
pn the fame tree* Q my old friend, faid he, are yp« 
got abroad in the world a^ain ? I heard the linnet in 
the pear-tree Uy you were caught flealing corn, and 
hung up as a fpedack, but I thought this could not be 
true; befides, the blackbird in the cherry-tree told me 
that the reafon we did not fee you as ufual was^-that 
you were reatin^ a family, to ^hom, he faid, you were 
'fo fevere, that the poor little creatures had no comfort 
of their Jivps, 

Whatever ypu may have heard, or, whatever you 
may fay; is a matter of indifference to me^ replied the 
Redbreaft ; but as a neighbour, I cannot help advifing 
you to reflrain your tongue a little, and conflder, be* 
fore you communicate your intelligence, whether wha| 
you are gping tp (ay has not a tenoency to difturb the 
peace^of fociety* 

Whilft hp was thus advifing him a flock of birds 
affembled about the tree ; it confifted of thofe to whom 



the Chaffinch bad been chattering, Wh<J, havin? come 
to an explanation with each other^ had deteacd his 
falfities, iarid determined to expel him the orchard; 
vfhieh they did, with every mark of contempt and ig- 
nominy: all the Redbreafts joined in the purfuit, fot 
even the tittle ones faw his chara£ler in a deteftable 
light, and formed a determination to avoid his faultl, 
When the tell-tale was gone, the party which purfued 
him alighted all together in the fame walk, and amongft 
them the Redbreafts difcovcred n\any of their old 
friends, with whom they now renewed their acquaint- 
ance, knowing theyihould foon be releafed from fa. 
mily cares; and the young ones paffed a happy day in 
this cheerful affembly ; but at length the hour of re- 
pofc approached, when each individual fled to his reft- 
ingnplace ; and the Redbreaflis, after fo fatiguing a day, 

fell afleep. ^ 

Let us leave them to enjoy the comfort of the neft, 
and inquire after their young benefaftors. 



CHAP, xviir. 

As foon as the breakfaft things were removed at 
Mfs. Benron%, (he informed her fon and d3ughttr,'that 
ihe intended to take them with her to Farmer Wil- 
fon's, where flie made no doubt they would pafs a 
happy day; and defired them to go and gt t Equipped 
for the journey, while (he dreffed herfelf, Thejoung 
folks obeyed withoat hefitation ; and, having gtveh 
their maid very ftridt injunftions to feed Robin '^and . 
the Linnet, they attended their mamma to the coa^ ; 
and, after a delightfi4 ritfe,' arrived at the farm-houfe, 
•-»i' where 
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where the y were received with the utmoft rcfpefl by 
Mrs. Wilfon. 

Farmer WiUbn was a very worthy man, poff fled df 
a great (hare of natural- good fenfe and benevolence of 
heart. He had, by his induftry, acquired fufficient to 
purchafe the farm he lived on, and had a fair profpcdl of' 
nhaking a comfortable provifioii for a numerous family,* 
^hom h3 brought up with the greateft care, and taught" 
them all to be merciful to the cattle which were eni* 
ployed in his bufincfs,. ' 

' His wife was a moft amiable woman, and had re-* 
ceived a good education from her father, who wa^'for-' 
merly curate of the parish. This good man had ftrongly-^ 
implanted in his daughter's mind the Chrrftian do6lrine 
cf u^'IV£RSAL CHARITY, which flic exercifedj not only 
towards the human fpecie?, but alfo extended it to poul-^ 
try, and every living creature which it was her province^ 



to manage. 



r Mrs. Benfon knew that her children would here 
have an opportunity of feeing many different animals 
treated with propriety ; and it was on this account that* 
flie took them with her, though flic hcrfelf complied 
with an Invitation flie had received the day before, and 
vifited thcfc good peopFe from a motive of fincere 

As foon as they were feated, Mrs. Wilfon regaled 
her young guefts with a piece" of nice cake, made by 
her daughter Betfy, a little girl of twelve years old^ 
who fat by'-enjoying, with a fecnet delight, the honour 
which the little lady. and gentleman did to her perform- 
ance. It happened fortunately to be a cool day, and 
Mrs. Benfon ^preflld a defirc to walk about and fee 

thefarin.. ■- * " "• " 

r. - . ^ In 



r i»4 J 

In the firft place Mrs. Wilfon fktwei her the 
hotife, which was in every refpeA perfedly near» and 
in complete order. She then took her guefts into her 
dairy, which was well ftoreci^with milk and cream, 
butter and cheefe. From thence they went to viiit the 
poultry-yard, where the little Benfons were exceffively 
delighted indeed: for there were a number of cocks 
and hens, and many broods of young chickens, befides 
turkeys and Guinea-fowls. 

All the fowls exprefled the greateft joy at the figbt 
of Mrs. Wilfon and her daughter Betfy *, the cocks ce- 
lebrated their arrival by loud and cheerful crowings f 
the hens gave notice of their approach by cackling, 
and aflembled their infant train to partake of their 
bounty; the turkeys and Guinea-fowls ran to meet 
them^ a number of pigeons alfo alighted from a pi-^ 
geon- boufe. Betfy fcattered amongft them th« graia 
which ihf carried in her lap for that purpofe, and feem* 
€d to fove great pl^furc in difiributing it« 

When their young vifitors were fatisiied with feeing 
dip poultry fed, Mrs. Wilfon (hewed them the hen<- 
houfe, and other conveniences provided for them, 
which were excellently calculated ta make their lives 
comfortable ; and then opened a little door, which led 
to a meadow, where the fowls were often indulged ta 
ramble and refrelh themfelves. On feeing her ap- 
proach this place, the whole party colle^d, and run 
into the mead(j^, like a troop o^ fchool-boys into thsir 
pl^y-ground. 

You, MrSr Wilfon, and your daughter, muft have 

great amufement with thefe pretty creatures, (aid Mrs.. 

Benfm. — We have indeed, Madam, and they furniflx 

as with^g^and chickens, not only for our own ufe^ 

^ but 
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*but for the market alfov*— And cani 3^011 prevail on your* 
fclf to kill thcfe fweet creatures? faid Mifs Benfon.— 
Indeed, Mifs, I cannot^ faid Mrs. Wilfpn, and never 
did'kill a chicken in my life;^ but it is an eafy matter 
to find people capable of doing it; and there is an ab- 
folute nieceflity for feme of them to die, for they breed 
fo faft, that in a fhort time vire (hould have*more than 
we could poifibly feed : but I pake it a rule to render 
their lives as happy as poi&ble, never (hut them up to 
iatten any longer than I can help, ufe no cruel me* 
thods of cramming them, nor confine them in a fitu- 
ation where they can fee other fowls at liberty; neither 
do I take the chickens from the hen till fhe herfelf de* 
ferts them, nor fet hen& upon ducks' eggs. 

I often regret^ faid Mrs. Benfon, that fo many lives 
fliould be (acrificed to preferve ours ; but we muft eat 
animals, or they would at length eat us, at lead aU 
that would otherwife fupport us. 

^Vhilft this converlation paifcd, Matter Frederick 
had followed the fowls into the meadow, where the 
turkeycock, taking him for an enemy, had attacked 
him, and frightened him fo niuch, that he at firft cried 
out for help, but feon recoUeAed that this was coward-^ 
ly, ib he pulled of his hat and-^Jrove the creature away 
before Bstfy VVilfon arrived, iite Dras running to his 
affittance. 

The farmer^s wife next propefed (b«it witii many 
a]»ok^ies for offering to take them^ to fuch a place) to 
fliew thejn her pigfties. The name of a pigfty gene* 
rally conveys an idea of aaftiiieisi but whoever had 
feen thofe of Farmer WiMbn wouUI 4iaye had a very 
different one. They w^re neatly paved, and waflied 
down every day; the .trou|^hl in which they fed ww? 

frequently 
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frequently fcoured, and the water they drank was nl^* 
ways fwect and wholefome. The pigs themfelves had 
in appearance of neatnefs, which no one could have 
expe<Sted in fuch kind "pf animals ; and though they had 
^ot the ingenuity which the learned pig appears toiiave, 
there was really fomething intelligent in their grunt- 
ings, and a very. droll arch cjtpreflion in the eyes of 
fome of them. They knew their benefadors, and 
found means of teftif^^ing their joy at feeing them | 
which was increafed when a boy, whom Mrs. Wtlfon 
had ordered to bring feme ,bean fliclls, emptied his ' 
bafket before them. Now a ronieft enfued who fhould 
bave the largeft fhare, and each began puihing the 
others ande, and fluffing as faft as he could, left they 
fliould have more than himfelf. 

Mifs Benfon faid flie coiild not bear to fee fiich 
grecdinefs. It is, indeed, repliW Mrs. Benfon, very 
difagreeable, even in fuch creatures as thefe, but bow 
much more fo in the human fpecies ; and yet how frc<- 
quent is this fault amongft children in particular. Pray 
look at thefe pigs, Frederick, and tell me if you never 
remenibcr to have met with a little boy who eatftraw- 
berries as thefe pigs do bean-fliells i Frederick's 
cheeks, at this quedion, was covered with confcious 
f>lulhes'; on which his mamma kindly kifTed him, and 
faid /he hoped he had feen enough of greedinefs to-day 
to ferve him for a leflbn as long as he lived. 

-In a feparate ftye was a fow with a litter of young 
pigs. This was a very pleafmg fight indeed to Matter 
Frederick, who longed to have one of them to play 
with 5' bill: (VJrs. Wilfon told him it would make the 
tow very angry, and her gruntings would terrify him 
more than the turkey^ edtk had done 5 on which he 
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^ropp^his requeR, but faid he (hould like. to keep 
fuch a little'creature. .> ^ " -^ 

If it would always continue little, Frederick, faiH 
Mrs. BcnfQn, it would do very well; but it will per- 
haps grow as large as its mother, and what ihall we 
do then? Familiarized by the kind treatment which 
I am fure you would give it, we (hould have it follow- 
ing you into the parlour, ^nd peihaps run grunting after 
you into your bedchamber. I myfelf knew ah inftance 
of a perfon who .nurfed up a Apk pig, which actually 
ran after her to church, and became the moft trouble- 
fome thing you can conceive. 

I fuppo&.your bo^s are very profitable as well as 
your pouhry, Mrs^ \Vilfon r faid Mrs. Benfon. Yes, 
madam, replied (he, we cure a good deal of bacon, and 
pickle a quantity of pork; we fell a great many fuck- 
ing pigs, (o that we are well paid for keeping them ; 
and I never fuffer them to be neglected in any parti- 
cular; and have the pleafure of thinking few pigs are 
happier than mine.*— But I -fear, ladies, you will be 
<ifed with ftaying here ; will it be agreeable to you to 
(ajce a walkin the garden? — With all my heart, faid 
rMrgi- Benfon. 

r. Mrs. Wilfpnthen cpndu<Eled her gucfts into a gar- 

1 den,, which abounded with ail kinds of vegetables for 

the t;able, quantities of fruit;, and a variety of flower^. 

.M^fter Frederick longed to tade fome of the delicacies 

which preiented then^felves io bis eyei but he bad 

. been taught never to gather fruit or flowers without 

/leave, nor a(k,for any: however, Mrs. Wilfon, with 

his mamma's permiffion, treated him and his After with 

. fome fine a^pples and pears,, which Betfy gathered and 

prefented in cabbage leaves, and then took them to a 

' flia^y 
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fhady arbouFi where they fat and enjoyed their feaft. 

After which they went to fee the bees which were at 

work in g|aiPhives. 

* 
/ 
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Tub fight of (}ie bees was a great entertaitimene, 
not only to the children) but to Mrs. Benfon alfo, who 
was exceilively ^leafed with the ingenuity apd induftry 
with which tiiefe infe^fb coUeded their honey and wax, 
formed their ceUs^ and depofited their ftore. She had, 
^by booses, acquired a knowledge of the natural hii^ory 
of bees, whi<;h enabled her to examine their work with 
mueh greater fatisfa^ion than.flie would have received 
from the fight of them, had (he been only taught to 
confider them as little Ainging creatures which it was 
dangerous to approach. This is quite a treat to mc 
indeed, faid flie to Mrs. Wilfon^ for I never before had 
an opportunity of feeing bees work in glafs hives. 

Madam, faid the good woman, few will be at ^ the 
expenfe of them ; and indeed my neighbours laugh at 
me, and call me very whimfical and extravagant for 
indulging myfelf with them ; but I find my account in 
keeping bees thus, eveh upon a principle of ceconomy; 
lor as I do not deftroy them, I have greater numbers 
to work for me, and trtore honey every year than the 
lafl^^ notwithftanding I feed my bees in the winter. I 
hiave made acquaintance with the queen of every hive, 
who will come to me whenever I call her, and you 
fliall fee one of their majefties if you pleafe. 

On this ihe called, in a manner which the inhabi* 
tanjtis of the hive they were looking at were accuftomed 



to, and a large het ibon fettkd pn htr hatij^r in an 
inibnt after fhe was covered, frdsi head to footi widi 
bees. 

M{& i9eiif<pn was fearftil left Chey Ihoiild fttng, ami 
Frederick was running away; but Mrs. Wiifon aflured 
ihem the little creatures would not do any mifchief^ 
if -rto one attempted to catch them. Bees are, in their 
natui^al difpolitions, veiy iiarndefs Creatdres, I aflure 
you, Miifter Benffon, 4atd (he ; though I own they wiU 
certatnfy fting little boys Who cndeayour to catch them 
tn order to fuck their bag of honey, or take out their 
fting : intt you fee, that though I have hundreds about 
me, and even on my face and arms, not one offers to 
"do me en injtrry ; and I believe wafps feldom fting but 
in their own defencje. She then threw up her hand, 
vrtiidh tlie queen-bee tegarded as a fignal of difmiffion, 
and 'flew away in great ftate, furrounded by her guards, 
and followed by the reft of her fubjeAs, each ready to 
Iofe«his own life in the defence of hers. 

There h fomething very wonderful, faid Mrs, Ben- 
ion, in the ftrong attachment thefe little creatures hacve 
to their fovereign, and very inftnrftive too* I wtfli 
our ^ood king could fee all his (tibjefts as clofely 
iihfted in his tntereft !— What fay you, Fredcricl^ 
would you fight for your king ?— Yes, mamma, if papa 
-woiild.-^That, I aflure you, my dear, he certairdy 
would do, if there were^occaiion, as loyally as the beft 
bee in the world : and I beg you will remember what 
I now tell you as long as you live, that it is your duty 
to love your king, for he is to be confidered as the fa- 
ther of his country. 

But mamma, faid Frederick, it is die queen that the 
bees love, and we have a queen t6o.-«Yes, my dear, 

we 



j^e hay« fo; a^d Ibelicve her m^jefty is as.miich ho- 

^noure'd by her fubjedls as a queen- bee in her hive, 
though (he has not fo fiill a command over them ; for 

I it is a king that governs England, as your papa governs 

^his fiimiiy. < 

But' before we take our leave of the bees, let me ob« 
ferve to you, my dears, that fcveral inftru£liye leiTons 

. may be taken from their example. 

If fuch little infc6ls as theft perform their daily tafks 
with fo much alacrity, furely it muft be a (hame for 
children to be idle, and to fret, becaufe they are put to 
learn things which will be of the utmoft confequence 
to them in the end ; and which would indeed conduce 
to their prefent happinefs, would they but apply to them 
with a willing mind* . 

Science of various kinds pre&nts iifelf to the huinan 
race, as the different flowers offer themfelveSr to bees ; 
and nothing is wanting to extrad the fweets but an ap- 
plication of thofe faculties of which they are by nature 

.pofieifed. As the induftrious bee flies fugceffively to 
every fragrant plant within his reach, fo do you, rr^y 
dear 2 children, go from one branch of knowledge to 
another : but obferve, the bee does not fly giddily from 
flower to flower, tqerely to take a tranfient view of i;s 
beauties, he refls on each till he has obtained all tb^it 
will anfwer his purpofe : imitate him in this particular 
alfo, and be not hurried op, by vain curiofity, from, 
kook to book, fio as to gain only a fuperficjal know* 
ledge in the diflTerent branches of education; but re- 
member rhat the bee applies the materials he colkQ:s to 
purpofes valuable to himfelf, and to the community (o 

. which i^e belongs. 

B&t come,.^r$, Wilfon, we pwft, if you pl^afe, 
6 think 
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think of retiring from this place ; for if we ftay here 
much longer, we (hall not have time to enjoy the plea- 
fures you have in referve for us. On this Mrs. Wilfon 
faid file was ready to vyait on them. 

As they walked along Mifs Benfon took notice of at 
variety of beautiful infeds, and Frederick fo far forgot 
himfelf as tP run after a moth and catch it; but his 
mamma obliged him t6 let it go immediately. Don't 
you think, Mrs. Wilfon, faid flie, that it is very wrong 
to let children catch butterflies and moths ? — Indeed I 
do, madam, replied the good woman. Poor little 
creatures, what injury can they do us hy flying about? 
In that ftate at leaft they are harmlefs to us. Cater- 
pillars and fnails, it is true, we are obliged frequently^ 
to deftroy on account of their devouring fruit and ve- 
.getables ; but unlefs' they abound fo as to be likely to 
do a real injury, I never let them be meddled with. 
I often think of my good father's maxim, which was. 
Is ever to take away the life of any creature, tinlefs it is 
fiecelTary for the benefit of mankind. While there is 
food and room enough in the world for them arid us, let 
them live and enjoy the blei&ngs they were formed for^ 
he would fay. 

When I was a little girl, faid Mrs. Benfon, I had a 
great propenfity to catch flies ^nd other infers, but my 
father had an excellent microfcope, in which he fhewed 
me a number of diiFerent objedh; by this means I 
learnt that even the minuteft creatures might be as fuf- 
ceptible of pain as myfelf ; and I declare I cannot put 
any thing to death without fancying I hear its bones 
crack, and that I fee its blood gufiiing from its veirts 
and arteries; and fo far from having a pleafure in 
killing even the difagreeable infe£ts which are trouble- 
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fome in houfe8, I aflure you I cannot do it myfelf, nor 
fee it done without pain ; and yet they certainly i^ay be 
confidered as enemies^ and as fucb we have a right to 
deftroy them. 

To be fure, madani, faid Mrs. Wilfon, for without 
cleanlinefs we could not enjoy health. It goes againft 
me to demolilh a fine fpider's web, and yet they make 
a houfe look very dirty; but I feldom have any in 
mine : for I tookxare, when I firft came to liVe in it, 
td deftroy the nefts ; and the old fpiders, finding there 
was no fecurity for their young ones here, have for- 
feken the houfe; and I am inclined to think the fame 
vigilance in refpe£l to other difagreeable ipfecEts would 
have the fame cffjcSt. 

Doubtlefs, faid Mrs. Benfon ; but, pray tell me, do 
you deftroy the webs of garden fpiders alfo? Not un- 
lefs they are fo many as to be troublefome and dif- 
agreeable, replied Mrs. Wilfon, I ihould not myfelf 
like to have the fruits of my induftry demoliftied, nor 
my little ones taken out of my arms, or from their 
warm beds,, and cruflied to death. — I am of opinion, 
f^id Mrs. Benfon, that it would be a good way to ac- 
cuftom one's felf, before one kills any thing, to change 
lituations with it in imagination. 

For inftance, if I accidentally difturb an ant's nefi:^ 
inftead of crufliing the little creatures with thoughtlefs 
inhumanity, as a fet of infignificant atoms, I can 
fancy them appearing to me of the fame magnitude a 
folar microfcope would ihew them, and one of them 
addreiSng me in this manner— Step afide, i entreat 
you, and let me and my aflbciates pafs in fafety, that 
we may repair the mifchtef you have done to our city« 
The magazine of corn is fallen in, and I fear my dear 

parents 



/- 



{ 1*3 J 
parents^re buried in the ruins: I hear the lamentatio 
of my mate for the danger of our little ones; and be- 
hold two of my dear friends, which you have trod: 
upon, in the agonies of death. — Why do you treat 
with fuch barbarity a fet of innocent beings, that have 
nev^r wilfully done you the leaft injury? Do we ever 
fting the -human race but in our own defence? Do 
you really want the fruit we eat? And can the fmall 
y quantity of corn we hoard up be miffed from yoiir^ 

plentiful fiores ? Is it not misfortune enough for ws 
'that we are the prey of birds, but muft mankind, to 
whom thoufands of us would not afford even a fingle 
meal, deftroy us for fport? Oh, rather ye, whofe 
hearts are alive to the fentiments of humanity, plead 
our caufe to the thoughtlefs part of your own fpecies, 
^nd, as lords of the creation, drive away from us thofe 
natural enemies, which you may fee darting down to 
devour us? If you love your own offspring, think of 
ours; and if you would be profperous in your own oc- 
cupations, proteft thofe that afford a leffon of induftry, 
which the wifeft of mankind has recommended to your 
ferious confideration* ^ * 

{.ndeed, madam, faid Mrs, Wilfon, I have often 
. wifhed that poor dumb creatures had fomebody to fpeak 
for them ; many an innocent life would then be faveJ 
which is now deftroyed to no end. 

Well, faid Harriet, I am fure I (hall never kill any 
thing without, firft magnifying it in my mind, and 
thinking what it would fay for itfelf if able to fpeak. — 
Then, my dear, I will engage for you, replied her 
tnamma, that you will put but very few creatures to 
death : but, in order to have a proper notion of their 
' form, you muft ftudy natural hiftory, from whence 
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you will learn how wonderful their conftrudion is; 
how carefully and tenderly the inferior creatures pro^ 
vide ^or their young; how ingenious their various 
employments are ; how far they are from harbour- 
ing malice againft the human fpecies ; add how excel- 
l.ently they are informed and inftru£ted by their great 
Creator, for the enjoyment of happinefs in their dif- 
ferent claiTes of exigence, which happinefs we have cer- 
tainly no right wantonly to diflurb. 

B^fides, it is really a meannefs to deftroy any creature 
merely becaufe it is iittle ; and, in childnn^ particularly 
abfurd to do fo; for', upon this principle, they muft 
themfelves expedt to be conftantly, ilUtreated ^ though 
no animal ftands more in need of tendernefs than they 
do for many years from the time of their coming into 
the world : and even n:*n and women might expert to 
be annihilated by the power of the great Caeator if 
every thing that is little were to be deftroyed. 

Neither do I know how we can precifely^ call any 
thing gnat or //////, fince it is only fo by comparing it 
with others. An ant or Hy-may appear to one of 
its own fpecies, whofe eyes are formed to fee thofe parts 
which wi cannot difcover wUhout glajfes^ as confider- 
ableas men and women do to each other; and to crea- 
tures of the dimenfions of a mite, one the fize of an ant 
doubtlefs looks fortnidable and gigantic. I therefore 
thUiJc it but juftice to view infers with microfcopic eyes 
before we commit cruel devaftations upon them. 

During this converfatjon Mafter Frederick kept 
riinning about making choice of flowers, which Betfy 
Wilfon gathered and formed into nofegays for his 
mamma, his fifter, and bimfelf. , - 
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CHAP. XX. 

The next place Mrs* Wilfon took her guefts to was 
a barn- yard, in which was a large horfepond. Here 
her young vifitors were delighted with the appearance 
of a number of gcefe and ducks ; fome were fwimming 
in the water, fome diving, others routing in the mud to 
fee what fi(h of worms they could find. 

It appears very ftrange to me, faid Mifs Benfon, that 
any creatures can take delight in making themfelves fo 
dirty ; and yei^ replied Mrs. Benfon, how many chU^ 
dren do the fame, without having any excufe for it. 
The ducks and geefe grub about fo in fearch of the 
neceflaries of life; but I have feen boys do it merely 
for diverfion, and fometimes at the hazard of their 
lives » 

Very true, madam, (aid Mrs, Wilfoa; my little 
Neddy had like to have been drowned fo no longer ago 
thatt laft Monday. He is a little venturefome rogue, 
and runs through thick and thin when pleafure is in 
view; but I fancy he will not hunt ducks about any 
more : for my part I do not like any of my children 
&ould make fport of teafing animals. 1 wifli every 
creature I keep to enjoy happlnefs to the day of its 
death ; and when it mud be killed, to have it difpatcbed 
by, the quickeft means poflible. 

. Have you any fifli here, faid Frederick ? I believe 
none of any confequence, Sir ; the ducks and the geefe 
would take, care that none (hould grow to any conii- 
derable fize ; but there are plenty in a pond which you 
will fee in the next field ; and I hope to have the plea- 
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fureof feeing you at, dinner eat of fome percl^ which 
were caught there. Sometimes we catch fine carp and 
tench, but only with netsj for neither my good man 
nor I can bear the cru^l diverfion of angling ; nor do 
we allow our children to follow it> from a notion that it 
hardens the heart, and leads to idlenefe. 

Pray, mamma, faid Mifs Harriet, is it right to catch 
fi(h ? ■ I fhould think, as they live in water, and we 
upon land, we have no bufinefs with them, — Yoli 
would wifli every one then, my dear, to keep to their 
own clement i Your fen^iment is a good one in many 
refpe£is, but it muft not be extended fo far as to forbid 
the catching of iifl). Man has dominion over the fifli, 
as well as over i>ea(ts and fowls, and many of them art 
excellent food for mankind ; and the aftonifliing in- 
creafe of them (hews that they are dcfigned to be fo ; 
for were all that are fpawned to grow to full fize, 
there would foon be more than our ponds, or evea than 
thefeaitfel^ would hold, and they would be f^arvcd; 
therefore there ar« the fame reafons for our feeding on 
them as on poultry; but we (hoiild be very careful to 
difpatch them as quickly as. poiCbIe« 

Some people are cruel enough to roaft lobilers alive, 
the cries of which I have been told are dreadful la hear; 
and others will flay eels alive, then put them without 
their ikins into a pail of cold water, and afterwards cut 
them in pieces, and throw them into a frying-pan of 
boiling fat, where fometimes every feparate piece will 
wriihe about in "agony. Thus each poor fifli fufFers 
as many deaths as it is divided into pieces.— Now, 
Harriet, this^ cannot be right, however authorized by 
cuftom ; therefore I hope you never will fuffer fuch 
things^ to bp done in your kitchen when you* keep 
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faoufc, but always give orders that your Ipbfters be put 
into boiling water, which kills them foon, and that 
your eels arfe killed before th^y are (kinned, which may 
ibon be done by laying hold of their heads and tails 
and giving them a fudden pull, which feparates the ver- 
tebrae of the back. This is dreadful enough, though 
little m comparifon of what they fufFer by thp other 
methods* 

Oh, mamma! faid Harriet, you ^ make me even 
(hudder i I do not believe I (hall ever deitre to eat 
eclsvs I-fliall be ready to make fpeeches for every piece 
as it lies in a difli before me. But, pray tell me, is it 
cruel to kill frogs and toads ? A(k Mrs* Wilfon, my 
dear^. (he has more to do with fuch reptiles 'than I 
have.— W^y, Mifs,, replied Mrs. Wilfon, I am very 
Angular in regard to fuch kind of creatures; and 
though I by no means like to have them in my houfe; 
do not make an outcry and condemn every one . to a 
violent death which is accidentally found in my cellars 
or other places; on the contrary, I generally fee it 
thrown into a ditch at fome diftance to. take its chance. 
There are many birds and water- fotvl that feed on 
young frogs and toads, which will in general keep them 
Arom multiplying fo as to be nuifances to us ; and it is 
time enough fbr lis to take arms againft them if there 
happens to be a very extraordinary increafe of them. 
My good man is as particular in refpe£l to moles ; if 
he finds them in his garden, or any other part of his 
grounds where they can do mifchief, he bas them 
killed; but never fuffers them to be^molefte^d when 
they are harm{dfs. Neither does he hunt after fnakea, 
or permit any one belonging to him to do fo ; for he 
fays th^t, if they are not difturbed, they will, not come 
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from their haunts to annoy us i and to kill fgr the fake 
of killing is cruel. 

■ Pray, Mrs; Wilfon, faid Frederick, do your fons 
ever go a birds* netting?— No, Sir, faid flic, I hope I 
have not a ch^Id amongft my family capable of fuch 
barbarity. — ^In the courfe of the fummer they generally 
have young birds to nurfe, which fall out of their nefts 
or lofc their parents, but are feldom lucky enough to 
raife them ; and we have only one in a*cage which 
they reared laft fummer. Yet we have plenty of fing- 
ing; for the fweet creatures, finding they may enjoy 
themfelves unmoletted in the trees, treat us with their 
harmony from morning to night, of which you had a 
ipecimen in the garden. Sparrows, indeed, my huf« 
band is under a neceflity of deftroying, for they are fuch 
devourers, they would leave him but little corn to carry 
'to market if he did not flioot them ; but he never kills 
the crows, becaufe they are very ferviceable in picking 
op grubs, and other things injurious to farmers ; we 
only fet a little boy to watch our new fown grain, and 
be keeps making a noife, which effectually frightens 
them. Oh, faid Frederick, I nurfe young birds too. 
I have got a linnet and a Robin Redbreaft, and feed an 
hundred beiide. 

Mrs. Wilfon fmiled, and addrei&ng herfelf to Mrs. 
Benfon, faid. Now, madam, we will, if you pleafe, 
return to the houfe; for 1 fancy by this time dinner is 
nearly ready, and my huftand and fons are about com-' 
jng home« 

Mrs. Benfon wasi a little tired with her ramble, and 
was really impatient to fee farmer Wilfon and the reft 
of his amiable family. When fhe drew near the houfe 
flic was met by the worthy man, who gave her a moft 
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cordial welcome, and faid he was proud to fee fo much 
good company. Nancy, the eldefl daughter, to whom 
the mother had pntrufted the care of infpefting the ad- 
ditional cookery which (he had ordered, and who, for 
chat reafon, was not to be feen in the morning, now 
made her appearance, drefled with the nioft perfect 
neatnefs ; health bloomed in her cheeks, and cheerfuU 
neii and good humour fparkled in her eyes. With 
this engaging countenance fhe eafily prevailed on 
Mafter Frederick to let her place him by her at« the 
table, round which the two other vlfitors, the mafter 
and miftrefs of the houfe, and the reft of tbeir off- 
spring, confifting of Thomas, a fine youth of 
eighteen^ four vyoung boys, and little Betfy, were foOn 
feated. 

The table was covered with plain food,- but by the 
good management of Nancy, who had made an excel- 
lent pudding, an apple-pie, and feme delicious xuftard% 
it made a very good figure ;: and Mrs. Benfon after- 
wards declared, that ihe had never enjoyed an. enter- 
tainment fo mucli. It was confiderably heightened by 
the happy countenances of the whole family. 

The farmer, who was a jocofe man, faid a number 
«f droll things, which diverted his little vifitors very 
^ much i anifoon after dinner he begged leave to depart, 
as he was fheep-ihearing s but faid he thought the 
young gentlefolks might be diverted with the fight, fo 
invited them to pay him avifit in the field, and* left Joe 
and Neddy to condud Mafter Frederick. 
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CHAP. XXI. 

The young farmers were rather fliy at firft, being 
afraid that their guefts would laugh at their country 
talk ; but when they obferved how politely they be- 
haved to their fifters, they entered into converfation, 
and told Mader Benfon an hundred particulars about 
animals, with which he was before unacquainted ; and 
he in r^Jturn related all he knew about his Redbreafts 
and odier penfioners.-— They then ihewed him ai pretty 
cat with Idttensi and alfo their favourite Daphne, with 
t#o young puppies ; the latter were kept in a kennel, 
and the cat in a ftable, where they were well fupplied 
with foodt 

As Frederick knew that bis After was remarkably 
fond of cats, he ftepped back to call her to look at 
them, wbich, with her mamma's permiffion, Qie was 
greatly pleafed to do, and longed to have the kittens to 
Aurfe. When fhe returned (he inquired whether the 
^ogs and cats were ever permitted to come into the 
houfe* ' 

Not whilft they have young ones, faid Mr«, Wilfon, 
for they make a great deal of dirt, and are v^ry trouble- 
fome at that time s but when puft has brought up her 
(family, whkk is defigned for the liable, ihe (hall be 
admitted amongft us again ; for 0^ is a very ufefiri 
creature, and deferves to be well treated, but I do nofe 
fufi^.my children to handle her.f i think k looks very 
ugly for any one to be all over fcratches. Daphne is 
admitted to a greater fhare of familiarity; Ibe is very 
faithful^ and extremely good-iiatured i but we neveir 

leed 



feed her iin the boufe, -for there is no doing fo without: 
greafmg the floors. 

I am of opinion, faid Mr5, Benfon^ that a difFerencc- 
ihould be made between our treatment of cats and' 
dogs. There is fomething very favage in the nature 
of the former ; and though they certainly are deferving 
of our kindnefs on account of their ufefulnefs, yet they 
cannot make tbemfelves fo agreeable as dog^; and* 
there is really fomething very formidable in their talonf 
and teeth ; and, when eQraged> a cat is np better than a^ 
little tygrefs. 

Befides, were there, not danger to one's fclf la 
Durfing catS) there is iv^ doing it without injury to one's, 
linen; for, when pufs is beft pleafed> (he generally, 
tramples with her talons unfbeathed, by which, pradticc^ 
many aiinc apron has been torn. Aod even the dean-^ 
linefe of cats is injurious,, for they ufually have recourfc 
to corners of chairs, in order to rub the dirt from theic 
talons. Many people have a great dread of this ani- 
mal, and on that accomit it (hould jiot be ufed to. 
come; iato rooms La which a variety of qompany is, 
received. 

As for dogs, they are ii^ general' fo very fecial^ 
grateful^ and pleailiiig, that they feem foroofced to be the 
humble compaaioup of mankind^ and if kept in proper 
order, they may be familiarized withfafety^ buttbea 
they ihould be well educated, and taught to know their 
diftance. And as tbere are different fp^icies^. V>f tben:)^^ 
we ihould mak^ a prudent fQle^ion, and not introduce 
into the houfe great maftiftV or tall greyhounds v nei- 
ther muft we indulge thoie w^ domefiicate to too great 
a degree, for in that qafe they will become 33 trovAbl^-^ 
fome aa cats* 

F6 Mrs* 
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Mrs. Beofon now exprefled her dcfire to fee the 
(hcep-ihearing ; on which Mrs. Wilfon and her daugh«P 
ter condu6led her and Mifs Harriet to the field> where 
they arrived at the conclufion of the operation ; and a 
very pleafing fight it was to behold the happy creatures, 
who lately waddled under a heavy beating load, relieved 
from their burden, leaping and frilking with delight, 
whitft the accumulated wool feemed, as it lay, to pro- 
mife comfortable clothing for many a naked wretch 
among the human fpecies, who, deftitute of fuch a 
fupply, would be in danger of perifhing with cold in the 
enfuing winter; 

Mifs Harriet obferved the innocent countenances of. 
the fheep and lambs, and (aid ihe thought it was a 
thoufand pities to kill them. 

It is fo, my dear, faid her njamma, but we muft not 
indulge our feelings too hr in refpe(5l to animals which 
are given us for food; all we have to do is to avoid 
barbarity. It is happy for diem that they have no ap- 
prehenfion of being killed, and therefore enjoy life in 
peace and fecurity to the very laft ; and even when the 
knife is lifted to their throats, are ignorant of its def- 
tination; and a few ftruggles put an end to their pain 
for ever. But come, Mrs. Wilfon, will you fovour 
ws with a fight of your cows ? — With pleafure> ma- 
d^m; they are by this time driven up to be milked. 
She then conduced her vifitors towards the farm- 
yard. v " • 

Perhaps, madam, faid Mrs. Wilfon, as they walked 
along, the young lady and gentkman may be afraid, of 
horned cattle ? I believe, replied Mrs. Beflfon, I may 
venture to fay that Harriet has no unreafonable fears of 
any Tiving creature i it has been my endeavour to 
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guard the minds of my children againft fo diftreffing a 
weaknefs ; but whether Frederick's heart has acquired 
fortitude enough to enable him to venture near fo many 
Gows, I cannot tell. — O yes, mamma, cried Frederick, 
I would fooner get up and ride into the yard on the 
horns of one of them than run away. — Well, we (hall 
foon put your courage to the proof, faid Mrs. Benfon ; 
fo come along, fir. 

As for my children, faid Mrs. Wilfon, they are re- 
markably courageous in refpeft to animals: all the 
creatures belonging to us are very harmlefs and gentle, 
which is the natural confequence of kind treatment^ and 
no perfon need be afraid of walking in any part of our 
grounds ; but it is dffRcult to perfuade fome people that 
there is no danger, for they are apt to imagine that 
every lobfe horfc they fee will gallop over them, and 
that every creature with horns will gore and tofs 
them. ' 

■ Very true, replied Mrs; Benfon ; and I have known 
many as much afraid of a toad, a frog, or a fpider, as if 
certain death would be the confequence of meeting 
them : when, if thcfe perfons would but make ufe of 
' their reafon, they would foon be convinced that fuch 
fears arc ill grounded. Frogs and toads are very 
harmlefs creatures, and fo far from offering an injury 
to any human being they may chance to meet, hop 
away with all poffible expedition, from a dread of be- 
ing themfelves deftroyedi and f[Nders drop fuddenly 
down,. with a view to their own prefervatioh only: 
and therefore it is highly ridiculous to be afraid of 
■them. 

Horfes and oxen are much more formidable crea- 
turesj they certainly could do us a great deal of 

mifchiefr 
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xnifchicf, if tbey were confcious of their fuperior 
ftrcngth J but God has wifely ordained that tbey fliould 
not be fo ^ and having givenf mankind dominion over 
them, he has implanted in their nature an awe and 
dread of the human fpecies, which occafion . them ta 
yield fubje£tion to the lords of the creation^ when they 
exert their authority in a proper manner. 

It is really a very wonderful thing, Mrs. Wilfon^ to 
fee a fine lively horfe fubmitting to the bit and harnefs^ 
or a drove of oxen quietly marching under the diredion 
of one man. 

Pray, mamma, (aid Harriet, what. do you mean by 
faying that man is ]ord of the creation ? Are all brute 
creatures fubjed to every man i I cannot comprehend- 
how this can be* 

I will endeavour to explain it to you, my dear, fatd 
Mrs. Benfon, the next time we read the Bible toge<> 
ther ; at prefent I have, only time to inform you, that 
the dread of mankind, which prevails ib generally 
(imongft the inferior creatures, does not exift in fo high 
a degree, as to render twcry individual animal afraid of 
every individual man : but the human j^^W^i, that is.ta 
fay, all mankind together^ have an undoubted fuperiority 
and dominion: and there is xk) /pedes of animals^ whicb^ 
if colle£led together, mankind could not fubdue : for 
though inferior ^to many ot them in ftrength, men 
yaftly exceed them in number, and, having the ufe'of 
reafofif can employ a variety of means to conquer 
them : and I lAake no doubt, that was the experiment 
poiiible to aiTemble each individual fpecus.^ in oppoTi- 
tion to the whole race of mankind which exift at one 
time upon the earthy or even .an equal number of them, 
ify^ dread And fear which h in{i\n6\iHC in their natures 
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would operate fo powcifuUy on the 'hearts of the moft 
ferocious of them^ as to prevent their attempting any 
conteft. 

It is obfervable, and ihews at once the goodnefs and 
wifdom of our great Creator, that thofe creatures 
which are the moft ufeful to us are the eafieft tamed j 
and yield) not only fingly but in flocks, to mankind, 
nay, evc;i to boys. 

From what I have faid you muft perceive that it is 
a great weaknefs for a human Being to be a/raid of 
animals. , 

By this time the party were advanced pretty near to 
the barn-yard, and Frederick efpied one of the cows 
peeping over the gate; on which, with a countenance 
expreilive of fear, he ran hazily to his mamma, and 
afked her whether cows could tofs people x)ver gates 
and hedges ? What a filly queftion, Frederick, faid 
(he ; pray look again, and you will perceive that it is 
impoffible for fuch large heavy creatures to do fo ; and 
thefe inclofures are made on purpofe to confine them 
within proper bounds. But did not you boaft juft now 
that you could ride on the horns of One of them? 
That I fhall not require you to do, for it would very 
likely make the creature angry, b^caufe cows are not 
accuftomed to carry any load upon their heads; neither 
would I allow you to run aft^r them with d, flick, or 
to make any attempt to frighten them; but^ if you ap* 
proach as a friend, I make no doubt you will be re-* 
ceived as fuch ; fo fummon your courage and attendncni 
the cows will not hurt you, I can afilire you. ^ - 

Neddy Wilfbn then began laughing, from the idea 

that a boy ihould be afraid of a cow ; which made 

' Frederick afhamed of himfdf ; an<|^ (juitting his 

mamma's 
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mamnu's gown, by which he had held fail while (he 
was fpeaking, he laid hold of Neddy's hand, and de- 
clared his refolution to go as near the cow as he would. 
I will not take upon me to fay that his little I\eart was 
perfeftly free from palpitation ; but that lay in his own 
bofom, where none could difcover its fedings but him- 
felf ; fo let us give him credit for a^ much courage as 
we can, and acknowledge him to have been a noble 
little fellow, in thus trufting himfelf amongft a nuoi* 
ber of horned cattle* 



CHAP. XXII. 

The whole party now entered the farm-yard, where 
they faw eight fine cows, fat, fleek, and beautifully 
clean, who yielded feveral pails of rich milk} the 
fteam of which, added to the breath of the cows, caft a 
delightful fragrance around. Mrs; Wilfon then en- 
treated her company to return to the houfe, where tea 
was provided and a delicious fyllabub. 

The farmer now came back and refrefiied himfelf 
with a cup of ale, which was very comfortable after the 
fatigues of the day. 

I have had, faid Mrs. Benfon^ great pleafure in 
viewing your farm, Mr. Wilfon, which appears to me 
to aftord all the defirable comforts aad conveniences of 
life, and I mod fmcerely wiih a continuance of your 
profperity.-— If it is not an impertinent queftion, pray 
ten me, did you inherit it from your father, or was it 
purchafed with the fruits of your own induflry ? 

Neither my wife nor J have led an idle life, lafliire 
you, nxadam, replied the farmer ; but, next to the 

bleffing^ 
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bleifing of heaven, I think irtyfelf in a great degree in- 
debted to my cattle for my good fuccefs. My father 
left me matter of a little farm, with a few acres of land 
• well cropped, three horfes, two cows, ten iheep^a fow 
and pigs, a' jack-afs, and a few poultry , thefe have 
gradually multipjied to what you now fee me polTefs, 
befides numbers that I have fold ; and I have had fine 
crops of hay and corn ; fo that every year I laid by<i 
Httle money, till I was able to purchafe this farm, which 
s has proved a very good pne to me. 

There is fomething fo uncommon in hearing a far- 
mer attribute a part of his fuccefs in life to his cattle, 
-that I fhould be obliged to you, Mr. Wilfon, faid the 
lady, if you would account to me for this circumdance. 
Moft readily, madam, faid he. ,- . 

When I was a very young man I heard a fine fermon 
.from the pulpit, preached by my dear wife's father, on 
the fubje£t of (hewing mercy to brutes, which made a 
great impreilion on my mind ; and I have ever fmce 
•a£led towards all dumb creatures as I would to man- 
kind, upon the principle of doing as 1 "^would b^^ 
done by. 

I always conHdered every bead that works for me 
as my fervant, and entitled to wages; but as they can- 
not ufe money, I pay them in things of more value to 
them ; and make it a rule, unlcfs in cafe of great ne- 
ceffity, to let them enjoy reft on the fabbath-day. 

I am very cautious of not letting any beaft work be- 
yond its flrength, and always give them their food in 
due feafon ; nor do I ever fufFer them to be beat or 
cruelly ufed. Befides giving them what I call their 
.daily wage?, I indulge them with all the comforts I 
can afford them. 

In 



[ i3« J 

In fummeri when the bufinefs of the day is over,'* 
my horfes enjoy themfelves in a good pailure,.and in 
winter they are fheltered from the inclemencies of die 
wealiKr in a warm ftable. If (hey get old I contrive 
feme eafy tafl; for them ; and when they can work no 
longer let them live on the common without it, till 
age and infirmities make their lives burthenfome to 
themfelves, when I have them put to as eafy a death as 
.poffible* 

Though my cows and (heep do not work for me, I 
think them entitled to a recompenfe for the profit 1 re- 
ceive from their milk and wool, and endeavour to re- 
pay them with the ktndeft ufage: and even iny jack- 
.aft finds mercy fi'om me, for I could not bear to fee lb 
ufefiil a creature ill-treated ; atid as for my dogs, I fet 
great ftore by tliem on account of their fidelity, 

Thefe are very excellent rules indeed, Mr. Wilfon, 
and I wiih they were generally followed, faid Mrs. 
Benfon ; for I believe many poor beafts fuffer greatly 
ffom the iU- treatment inflided on ^hem ; the horfes m 
poft-chiufes and hackney-coaches in London particu- 
larly. — Yes, madam, faid the farmer, I have heard 
fo, and could tell you fuch ftories of cruelties exercifed 
on brutes in the country, as would quite (hock you ; and 
have feen in my own family fuch an inftance of the ill 
effects of negle(5):ing them, as has confirmed me in the 
notions 1 learnt from the good fermon I told you of; 

I have a brother, whom I at prefent maintain \ my 
father gave him an equal portion with myfelf, but nei-v 
ther he nor his wife were induftrious, nor had they any 
feeling for dumb creatures. He trufted his horfes to. 
carelefs carters, who ufed to let them go without water, . 
and frequently negled both to feed and clean them ; 

and 
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and indeed he himfelf grudged them viduals ; fo they 
grew leaner and leaner, and at laft were really killed 
with hard work an^ hard living. 

His cows were kept fo badly in the winter that they 
foon loft their milk ; and the calves they had, for want 
of proper management, died ; as did the cows them* . 
felvesin a (hort time afterwards. The fliecp got a 
dl (temper wHich foon put an end to them. * 

His pigs being kept in the moft dfrty way in the 
world, and fometimes left without food for two days 
together, got hide-bound and full of vermin j and his 
poultry dropped ofF, with the roup and other diforders^ 
till be l»ad none left. 

§ 

The jack-afs ufed to be put to hard drudgery in his 
own (ervice, or let out to draw a fand-cart : this ex* 
ceffive labour^ witbfcarcely time allowed mm to feek 
a fcanty living among the thiftles and hedges, foon put 
an end to him* Thefe lofies my brother had no means 
to r^air s for without cattle he could not cultivate his 
&rm, fo h^ was fqon reduced to poverty; and were I 
not to maintain bim, he inuft be a beggar ; for, through 
want of air and exercife, he loft his health, and is now 
incapable of working. His wife ^ied fome years before 
of an illnefs, which was the confequence of indolence 
and inaSivity. 

I am much obliged to you for your ftory, Mr.Wil- 
fon, faid Mrs* Benfon, and hope my children will "never 
forget it; for it certainly is a duty to extend our cle- ' 
mency to beafts and other animals. Nay, we are 
ftriftly commanded in the fcriptures to Aew compaffion 
to the beafts of d|bets, even to thofe of our enemies ; 
furely then thofe which are our own property, and work 
for us^« have a pecuyar claim to it. There is one 
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cuftom which fliocks me very much, and that 7s 
pounding of cattle j— I fancy, Mr. Wilfon^ yoa do not 
pradlife that much. 

Madam, replied he, I ihould much rather pound the 
owners of them, through whole negleA or difhoneily 
it generally happens that hories trefpafs on other peo- 
ple's land. If any beaft accidentally gets into my 
grounds I fend it home to its owner, for it certainly is 
no wilful fault in the creature to feek the beft pafture 
it can find : but if I have reafon to fuppofe his owner 
turned him in, I then think myfelf obliged to do what 
the law directs in that refpe6i : but though it is a fecret 
I am obliged to keep from my neighbours, I nxay fafely 
confcfs to you, madam, that I hav^ not the heart to let 
a poor htdSkJiarve in a pound. As there are no courts 
of juilice in which they can feek redrefs, I fet up one 
for them in my own breafl-, where humanity pleads 
their caufe. 

I wifli they had fuch an advocate in every brea((, 
Mr. Wilfon, faid the lady; but my watch reminds me 
we mud now take our Itave^ which I do with many 
thanks to you and Mrs. Wilibn, for your kind enter- 
tainment and gocd cheer, and (hall be happy to return 
your civilities at my own boufej and pray bring your 
whole family with you. 

She then defired her fon and daughter to prepare for 
their departure. Frederick was girown fo intimate with 
little Neddy that he could fcarcely be prevailed on to 
leave him, till he reeolleded Robin and the linnet. 

As they returned in the coach, Mrs. Benfon re- 
marked, that farmer Wilfon's ftory was enough to 
make every one who heard it careful of their live ftock, 
for their own fakes : but> faid (he, the pleafure and 
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advantage will bs greatly incrcafed if it is done from a 
principle of humanity as well as intereft. Mifs Benfon 
anfwere4 that (he hoped (he (hould neither treat ani- 
mals il), nor place her alFedions on them too ftrongiy* 
That, my dear, replied her good mamma, is the pro- 
per medium to be obferved.— The fpeech you made 
for the ant, mamma, faid Harriet, has fcarcely ever 
been out of my head fince : I ffabuld like to hear what 
you could fay for every ^ live creature wc fee. — I had 
need have ftrong lungs, my dear, to perform fuch a tafk 
as that, replied Mrs. Benfon. I fball, on air proper 
f occaflons, be^ready to lend my tongue to the dumb, 
and to fpeak for diofe who cannot utter their own for- 
rows and injuries. - 

In a fliort time they arrived at home. The maid, to 
whofe care the birds had been entrufted, gave a good 
account of her charge ; and Mifs Harriet and MaAer 
Frederick went to bed in peace, after a day fpent with 
fo much pleafure and improvement. 



CHAP. X-XIII. 

i 

The next morning the Redbreafts attended as ufual, 

and Robin was ftill better, but his father began to fear 

he would never perfectly recover from his accident;' 

however, be kept his apprehenfions to himfelf, and 

fuffered the little ones to entertain their lame brother 

\ with a relation of what they had feen the day before in 

the orchard. Frederick and Harriet were fo diverted 

with the chattering and chirping of the little* thixigs, 

that they did not mife the parent's fong* 

When the young ones had ftayed as long as fhe 
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thought right, the hen Redbreaft fumtnoned them 
away, and all took leave of Robin, who longed to go 
with them, but was not able. The father reminded 
him that he had great reafon to rejoice in his prefent 
fltuation, confidering all things ', on which he refumed 
his cheerftilnefs, and, giving a fprightly twitter, hopped 
into Matter Frederick's hand, which was fpread open 
to receive him* The reft then flew away, and Mifs 
Harriet and her brother prepared for their morning 
tafks. 

The Kedbreafts alighted as ufual to drink in the 
court-yard, and were preparing to return to the 
orchard, when Fiapfy exprefled a defire to look a little 
about the world ; for (he faid it would be very mopiih 
to be always confined to the orchard ; and Dicky If- 
conded her requeft. Peckfy replied, that however her 
curiofity might be excited, ihe had known fo much 
happinefs in the neft» that (he was ftrongly attached to 
the paternal fpot, and could gladly pa(s her life there. 
The parents both commended her contented difpofl- 
tion 5 but her father faid, that as there was nothing 
blameable in the inclination Dicky and Fiapfy difco- 
vered for feeing the world, provided it was kept within 
due bounds, he would readily gratify it : then afking 
if they were fufEciently refre(hed, he took wing, and- 
led the way to a neighbouring grove, where he placed 
his little tribe amongft the branches of a venerable 
oak. ,. . ^ 

Here their ears were charmed with a moft enchant- 
ing covert of mufic. On one tree a blackbird and a 
thrufh poured forth their ftrong melodious notes ; on 
another a number of linnets joined their fweet voices : 
ex&ltei in the air a fky^lark modulated his delightful 
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pipe ; whtlft a brother of the wood, feated on a cool^ 
refrefhing turf, made the grove re-echo with his me- 
lody; to thefe the nightingale joined his enchanting lay. 
In fliort, not a note was wanting to ^complete the 
harmony. 

The little Redbreafts were fo exceedingly charmed, 
that for a while they continued liftening with (ilent rap- 
ture ; at length Dicky exclaimed, How happy.fhould I 
be to join the cheerful band, and live for ever in this 
charming place J 

It is, 'replied his mother, a very pleafant fituation, to 
be fure ; but could you be fenfible of the fuperior ad- 
vantages, which, as a Redbreaft, you may enjoy by 
taking up your abode in the orchard, you would never 
wi(h to change it ; for my own part, I find myfelf fo 
happy in that calm retreat, that nothing but necefiity 
(ball ever drive me from it. 

Peckfy declared, that though flie was much delighted 
with the novelty of the fccne, and charmed with the 
mufic, fhe now felt an ardent defire to return home ; 
but Flapfy wifhed to fee a little more firft. Well, faid 
the. father, your defires (hall be gratified; let us take a 
circuit in this grove, for I wifh you to fee every thing 
worth obfervation in every place you go to ; and not 
to fly about the world, as tnany giddy birds do, without 
the leafl: improvement from their travels. On this he 
fpread his wings as the fignjd of departure, which his 
family obeyed. 

Obferving a parcel of boys creeping filently along. 
Stop, faid he, let us perch on this tree and fee what 
thefe little monjlers are about. Scarcely were they 
feated, when one of the boys mounted an adjacent tree, 

and 
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and took a neft of half-fledged linnet?, which he brought 
in triumph to his tompantons. 

At this inftant a family of thrufhes unfortunately 
chirped) which dtrefled another boy to the place of 
their A&bitation; on which he climbed, and eagerly 
feized the unfortunate little creatures. Having met 
with fo much fucce(3, they left the grove to exult, at 
their own homes, over their wretched captives, for 
ever feparated from their tender parents; who foon 
came back laden with the gain of their labour, which 
they had kindly deftined for the fuftenance of their in-* 
fant broods. 

The little Redbreafts were now fpeSators of thofe 
parental agonies which had been formerly defcribed to 
them ; and Peckfy cried out. Who would defire to live 
in this grove, after having experienced the comforts 
of the orchard ? Dicky and Flapfy were defirous to 
depart, being alarmed for their own fafety. No, faid 
the father, let us ftay a little longer— now we will 
go on. 

They accordingly took another flight, and faw a man 
fcattering feed upon the ground. See there, faid Dicky, 
what fine food that man throws down ; I dare fay be is 
fbme good creature who is a friend to the feathered 
race; (hall we alight and partake of his bounty? 

Do not form too hafty an opinion, Dicky, faid the 
father ; watch here wjth me a little while,, and then do 
as you think proper. All the little ones ftretched their 
necks and kept a curious eye fixed on the man. In 
a few minutes a number of fparrows, chaffinches, 
and linnets, defcended, and began to regale themfelves ; 
but, in the midft of their feafty a net was fuddeniy caft 
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-over them, an4^ they were all taken captive. The 
man, who was a bird-catcher by profeffion, called to bis 
/affiftant, who brought a cage divided into a number <rf 
{fniall partitions, in which the linnets and chaffinches 
were- (epamtely depolited. In this difnial prifon, when^ 
they had fcarceiy room to flutter, were thofe little 
creatures confined, who lately poured forth their fongs 
cf joy, fcarlefs of danget. As for the fparrows, their 
'necks were wrung, and they were put in iai bug toge- 
ther. The little Redbfeafts trembled for themfelves, 
•and were in great hafte to take wing. Stay, faid the 
:father, Dicky has not ye} made acquaintance with th^s 
friend of the feathered race.. No, fs^id Djcky, nor do 
I defire it ; defend me and all who are dear to mc from 
'fiich friendi as thefet Well, faid the father^ learn 
from diis inftance never to form an hafty judgment, 
^nor to put yourfelf into the power of llrangers, who 
offer you favours you have no right to expert from 
their hands. 

Indeed, my love^ (aid the mother bird, I am very 
anxious to get home ; 1 have not lately been ufed to be 
long^bfent frono it, and every excurfion I malceen*- 
dears it to me* O, the day is not half fpent, replied 
%er matt ; atid I hope that, for the gratification of the. 
little ones, you will'confent to complete the ramble. 
Come, let us vifit another part of the grove j I am ac- 
quainted with its inmoft recefles. His mate acquiefced, 
* and they proceeded on their journey. * 

' At length the father "haftily called out. Turn this 
way ! turn this way ! The whole party obeyed the 
word of command, arid found the good effedls of their 
obedience; for, in an inftant, they faw a flalh of fire; 
a thick fmoke ioUoit^ed it, and immediately they heard 
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a irtwiful Omnl^ tnif faw a ycMing rdRart M) bleeding 
to the ground, on which he firuggled juft long enotigli 
to cryi Oh ! my dear fatther, why did I npt fiften to 
your kind admonitionSi which I now find, too late, 
were the di£\ates of tendefnefs ! ard then expired. 

The lit le Redbreafts were ftruck wUh confternation 
at this dreadful accident ; and Peckfy, who recovered 
the fooncfty begged her father would inform her by 
what means the red(^art was killed. He was (hat to 
death, laid he ; and had you not followied my dtrec*- 
tionF, it might have been ihe fate of every one of you : 
therefore Jet it be a leflbn to you to follow every in* 
juttfiion of > our parents with the (ame readinefs for the 
future^ 

You may depend en it, our experience teaches us to 
forefee many dangers which fuch young creatures as 
you have no notion of; and when we defire you to dr>, 
or to for'bear any thing, it is for the (ake of your fafety 
or advantage : therefore, Dicky, never more {land, as 
you fometiines have done« afking why we tell you to do 
fo and fo ? for had that been the cafe now, you, who 
were in a dired line with the^gunner, would have beea 
inevitably Ihot. , . 

They all faid they would ©bferve implicit obedience. 
Do fo, faid he; but in order to this, you muft alfo 
remember to pradife, in our abfence, what we enjain 
you when prefent. ^ For inftance, feme kinds of food 
are very prejudicial to your health, which we would 
not, oh any account, let you tafte when wt are by ; 
thcfc you muft not indulge in when away from us, 
whatever any other bird may fay in recommendation of 
them. Neither muft you engage in any dangerous en- 
terprife, which others, who have A^turil'ftrength or 
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acquired agility^ g9 through with (afetyi nor flbould y«a 
go to any places which v\e have pointed out as danger- 
ous, nor join any cooipan ons which we have forbid you 
to make acquaintance with. 

This poor red dart might have avoided his fate; for 
I heard his father, when I was laft in the grove, advife 
him not to fly aboxit by himfelf till he had (hewn hiai 
the dangers of the woi Id. 

Peckfy anfwered that (he knew the value of parental 
inftru£lion fo well that (he (bodd certainly treafure up 
in her heart every maxim, of it; and the others pro- 
mised to do the fame : but, faid Flapfy, I cannot u(w 
derftand the nature of the accident which occ^fioned the 
death of the redftart. 

Neither can I explain it to you, my dear, replied the 
father; I only know that it is a very common pradiice 
with fome men to carry inftruments, from which they 
difcharge what proves fatal to many a bird ; but I have, 
by attentive obfervation, learnt how to evade the rnif* 
chief. — Whenever I go from the orchard I alwayt get 
upon a high tree, an^ioqk all around me : if I kt any 
gunners I take a difTerent courfe (the thicknefs of the 
underwood prevented my difcovering him who ihot the 
redftart). I alfo carefully avoid ailbciating with thofe 
birds which do mifchief to the property of mankind ; 
for thofe that join with thieves and ravagers defervc, 
and muft juftly expe£b, to ihare their fate: let me 
therefore advife you to be particularly careful to keep 
proper company, and gain an hoheft character, as it 
will enfure you the good opinion of others. 

But come, let u$' defcend and refreih ourfelves ;i 
little, as we may do it with fafety ; and then we will 
fee if we cannot find a place where you.can have amufe* 
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ment, without being expofed to fuch dangers as attend 
the inhabitants of woods^and groves. . 

Are you Aifficiently rcfted to take a pretty Jong 
flight? O yes, cried Dicky, who was quite eager to 
leave the fpot, in which, a fliort time before, he had 
longed to pafs his life : the reft joined in the fame wifli^ 
*nd every wing was inftantly expanded. 



CHAP. XXIV. 

The father led the way, and in a very fliort fpace of 
time he and his family arrived at the eftate of a g«n- 
tlemaPi who, having a plentiful fortune, endeavoured 
to colled all that was curious in art and nature, for 
the amufemeqt of his own mind and the gratification 
of others. He had a houfc like a palace, furniftied 
with every expcnfive rarity; his gardens, to which 
the Rcdbrcafts took their flight, were laid out in fuch 
a manner as to aiFord the moft delightful variety to 
the eye. 

Amongft other articles of tafte were an aviary and 
a menagery. The former was built like a temple, 
enclofed with brafs wire; the frame- work was. painted 
green, and ornamented with carving gilt: in the mid- 
dle a fountain continually threw up frelh water, which 
f:^ll into a bafon whofe brink was enamelled with 
Howers ; at one end were partitions for birds' nefts, 
aad troughs'containing variousjcinds of/eed and ma- 
'terials for building nefts : this part was carefully fheU 
tered from every Jnclemency of the vveather, and 
numbers of perches were placed in dilFerent parts of 
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th« aviary, and it was furrounded by a ipoft beautifu I 
flirubbery. 

A habitation like this, In which all the convenien* 
cies of life feemed to be colIe<5):ed, where abundance 
vy^as fupplied without toil, where each gay fongftcr 
might fing himfelf to repofe in the midft'of cafe and* 
plenty^ fafe from the dangers of the woods, appeared 
.,te our young travellers defifable beyond all the fitua- 
tions in the world ; and Dicky exprefTed an earneft 
wifli to be admitted into it. Well, faid the father, let 
us not determine haftily ; it will be adififable firft to 
inquire whether its inhabitants are really happy, before 
you make intercft to become one of the namber ; 
place yourfelves by me on this Hirub, and whilft we 
jreft ourfelves, we fhall have an opportunity of feeing 
wh&t paiTes. 

The firft bird that attrafied their notice was a dove, 
who fat cooing by himfelf in a corner, iq accents To 
gentle and fweet, that a ftranger to his language would . 
have li{]^ned to them with deUght ; but the RedbreaAs, 
who underflood their import, heard them with fympa- 
thetic concern. 

Oh, my dear, my beloved mate, faid he, am. I then 
divided from you for ever? Wh^t avails it that I am 
furnifhed here with all the elegancies and luxuries of 
life f Deprived of your company I have no enjoyment 
of them ; the humbled morfel, though gained with 
toil and danger, would be infinitely preferable to me 
if (bared with you. Here am I (hut up for the re- 
mainder of my days, in, fociety for which 1 have no 
relilh, whilft (he, who has hitherto been the beloved 
partner of all my joys, is for ever feparated from me ! 
In vain will you, with painful, wing, purfue your 
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anxious fcarch in queft of me ; never, never more, (hall 
I bring you the welcome refreOiment^ never (hall I 
hear your foothiiig voice, and delight in the foft mur- 
murs of the infant pair, which you hatched with (lich 
care, and nurfed with fuch tenderncfs ! No, my be- 
loved neftli'ngs, never will your wretched father be at 
liberty to guide your flight, and tnftru^l you in your 
duty. Here bis voice faultered, and, overcome with 
bitter refle£lions, he refigned himfelf a prey to Alent 
forrow. 

This dove is not happy, however, faid the ben Red- 
breafi: to her mate, and no wonder : but let us attend 
to the notes of that lark. His eyes were turned up 
towards the (ky, he fluttered bis wings, he (trained 
his throaty, and would, to a human eye, have appeared 
in raptures of joy ; but the; Redbreafts perceived that 
be was inflamed with rage. And am I to be con- 
ftantly confined in this horrid place ? fang Ke. Is nnfy 
upward flight to be impeded by bars and wires ? Muft 
I no longer foar towards that bright luminary, and 
make the arch of heaven refound with my Tinging ? 
Shall I ceafe to be the herald of the morn, or muft I 
be fo in this contracted fphere ? Ho^ ye partners of 
my captivity, henceforth 'fleep on and take ignoble 
reft 5 and may you lofe in fljmber the remembrance of 
paft pleafuresj O cruel and unjuft man! was it not 
enough that I proclaimed the approach of day, that I 
ibothed your faltry hours, that 1 heightened the delights 
cf evening, but muft I, to gratify your unfeeling wan- 
tonnefs, be fecluded from every joy my heart holds 
dear, and condemned to a fituation I deteft ? Take 
your delicious dainties, referve your flawing flream for 
thofe who can rclifli them, but give me liberty ! But 

why 



N 



[ JSr J 

i^hy do I addf^fs m^^fclf to you who are heedlefs of mf 
mifery? Here, cafting an indignanl look around, he* 
Sopt his fong. 

What think you noWj ENckyy faid the Redbreaflv 
have you as high an idea of the happinefs of this 
place as yoi* conceived at the (irft view of it ? I can* 
not help thinking ftill, replied Dicky, that it is a 
charming rctreaf^ and that k muft be very comfortrfblc 
to have every thing provided for one^s ufe. Well, faid 
the &ther, let us m^wc^ and obferve thofe linnets who 
are building their neft. Accordingly they flew to » 
tree, the branches of which formed a part of the (belter 
of the aviary, where they eafily heard, without being- 
themfclves obferved, all that pai^ in it. 

Come, faid one of th« linnets, let us go on with' 
cur work and finiib' the neft, though it will be rathei^ 
a melancholy taik to^ batch a fct of little prifoners* 
How diflfcrent was the cafe when we couid anticipate 
the pleafure of rearing a^'family to all the joys of U* 
berty ! Men, it is true, now, with officious care, fup* 
ply us with the necefiary materials, and we may make a 
very good nefl ; but I proteft 1 had much rather be at 
the trouble of feeking them. 

What pleafure have we experienced in plucking a 
bit of wool from a Iheep's back, in fearching for roofs, 
in felediing the beft feather where numbers were left 
to our choice; in flopping to reft on the top of a tree 
which commanded an extenflve profpe£l ; in joining a 
choir of fungflers whom we accidentally met !— But 
now our days pafs with repeated (amenefs i variety, (o 
neceflary to give a reliOi to all enjoyment, is wanting, 
liiftead of the fongs of joy we formerly heard fr<^m 
every fp^ay, ^our ears are conftantly annoyed with the 
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found of mournful lamentations, tranlp#rts of rage, or 
rourmuis of difcontent. CouU We reconcile our fdves 
to the Icfs of liberty, it is impofSble to be happy here, 
tinlefs we could harden our hearts to every fympathetic 
feeling. 

True, faid his mate ; yet I am refolved to tr-y what 
patience, refignatlon, and employment^ will eSeSti 
and hope, as your young ones will never know what 
litberty is, they will not pine as we do for it. Saying 
this {he picked up a ftraw, her mate follo^j the ex- 
ample, and they purfued their work. ^ 

At this inftanjt a hen goldfinch brought forth her 
brood, who were full fledged. Come, faid ,lfae, my 
nelllings, ufe your wings ; I have taught you to fly in 
all dir^Sions. So faying, the little ones divided: cuie 
few upwards; but, emulous to outtdo a little iparrow 
which was flying in the air above the aviaey, he h't 
hioifelf agatnft the wires of the dmne, and Hiauii 
have fallen to the bottbm but that he was flopped by one 
of the perches. 

As foon as he recovered, Why cannot I (barr a^ I 
fee other birds-do I faid'he. Alas ! cried die mother, 
we are in a place of confinerrent ; we are fluit tip, and 
can never get but ; but here is food in abundance, and 
every other ncccf&ry.— Never get out ! exclaimed the 
whole brood ; then adieu to happineis ! She attempted 
to (both them, but in vain. ^ 

The little Re&reafts rejoiced in their liberty; and 
Dicky gave up the dcfirc of living in the aviary, and 
wilhed to be gone« &op, faid the father, let us irrft 
hear whatthofe Canaries are faying. 

The Canaries had almoft completed their ne(F, How 
fortunate is our lot, faid the hen bird, in bein^pJaced 
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in this aviary ! How preferable is it to the fmaU ^ag^ 
we built in laft year? Yes, replied t^er mate: yet 
how comfortable was that in comparifou with the ftill 
fmaller ones in which we were once feparately conr- 
jRned. For my part, I have no wifli to By abroad^ for 
I (hould neither know what to do, nor where to go ; 
and it flkaU be my endeavour to infpire my young ones 
with the fame fentiments I feel. Indeed we owe th^ 
faigheft gratitude to thofe who make fuch kind provi- 
fion for a fet of foreigners, who have po refourcejs but 
their bounty; and my beft lays ihall be devoted tp 
them* Nothing is wanted to complete the liappine(^ 
of (his place but to have other kinds of birds excluded* 
Poor creatures ! it muft be very mortifying to them to 
be ihut up here, and fee others of their kind. enjoying 
fyll freedom. No wonder they are perpetually quar- 
relling ; for my part I fincerely pity them, and am ready 
to fubmit, from a principle of compaffion, to the occa- 
sional infults and affronts I meet with. 

You pow perceive, Dicky^ faid the cock Redbreaft^ 
4that this place is not, as you iuppofed, the region of 
perfeS happinel$ ; you m^y alfo obferve that it is not 
the abode of univerfal wretchednefs* 

It is by no means defirable to be fhut up for life, let 
-the |»lace of confinement be ever fo fplendid ; bujt 
fliould it at any time be your lot to be caught and itp- 
|)ri6>ped, which may poffibly be the cafe, adopt, the 
fentiments of the linnet and the Canary bird : employ- 
ment will pa(s away many an hour that will be aa 
heavy load if fpent in grief and anxiety: and reilec- 
tions on the bleflings and comforts that are ftill in yoiu* 
power, will leflen your regret for thofe which are loft. 
But come, pick up fome of the feeds which are fcattered 
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bn the outfide of the aviary, for that is no robbery, and 
then I will {hew vou aiiother fcene. 



As r)On as they had regaled themfelvcs with the fu- 
perfluities oi the feathered captiveSy they took their 
JAight to a different part of the garden, in whrch was a 
mcnigery. 

The menagery confifled of a number of pens, buih 
round a grafs plat ; in each was a pan of Varer, a fort 
of box containing a bed or neft, a trough for food,* and 
a perch. Iq every pen was corifined a pitr of birds, 
ahd every pair was either of a different fpecie?, or diU 
tinguKhed for fome beautiful variety either of fbrm or 
plumage. The wooden bars which were put in the 
1 front were painted partly green and- parly white, which _ 
dazzled the fight at the firjl gl Jnce, and fo a traded the 
eyes, that there was no feeing what was behind without 
going clofe up to the pens. 

The Irttle Rcdbreafts knew not what fight to ex- 
peft, and begged their parent to gratify their curiofityv 
Well, fallow me, faid th^ father; but I believe you 
muft alight on the croft bars, or you will not be ab'e 
to examine the beauties of thefe fowls. They did fof 
and in the firft pen was a pair of partridges. 

The fize of thefe birds, fo greatly exceeding their 
own, aftoniflied them all ; but notwithftanding thii, the 
atniable Peckfy was quite interefted with their modeft 
gentU appearance, and faid, fhe thought no one couM 
ever wifli to injure them. 

Tjue, Peckfy, replied the fiather, they have, from 
the harinleffncfs of their difpofition, a natural claim to 
teodernefs and compaffion ; and yet I believe there are 
few birds who meet with lefs : fof I have obfcrved, that 
numbers fivare the fame fate as the redftart which yoti 

law 



r 155 } 

faw die in th^ grov^ I have mj felf feen many put t« 
death in that manner. 

For a long time I was excef&vely puzzled to account 
for this fatality,^ and refolved, if poffible, to gratify ^y 
curio^ty*, At length I faw a man kill two, and take 
them away. This very man had ihewn tne great kind* 
nsfs, in feeding me when I iirft left my father's neft; 
fo I had no apprehenfion of his doing me an injury, and 
refolved to follow him. ^ 

When he arrived at his own houfe I faw him deliver 

the vi^ims of his cruelty to another perfon, who hung 

them up together by the legs^ in a place which bad a 

variety of other dead things in it, the fight of which 

ihocked me exceedingly, and I could fiay no longer. 

I therefore flew back to the^ field in which I had feen 

the murder committed ; and, in fearching about, found 

the neft belonging to the poor creatures, in which 

were feveral young ones, juft hatched, that in a Qiort 

' time were fiarved to death ! How dreadful is the fate 

of young animals that lofe their parents before they are 

able. to (hift for themfelves! and how dutiful ought 

thofe to be to whom, the bleffings of parental inftru£lioa 

and afliftance is* continued I 

, When the next morning arrived I went again to fee 
after the dead partridges, and found them hanging as 
before i and this was the cafe the day a&er ; but the 
following morning I (aw a boy ftripping all their fea^ 
thers off. As foon as be had completed this horrid 
operation^ a woman took them, whom I ventured to 
follow, as the window of the place fhe entered flood 
open; where, to my aftoniihment, I beheld her twift 
their wings about^ and fafien them to their Iides> then 
ctQ& their legs tifon their breafis, arid run fomething 
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quite through eheir bodies. After this flie put them 
before a place which glowed with a brrgktnefs fome- 
thing refembling the fetttng fun, which, on the wo- 
man's retiring, I approached, and found intolerably 
hot ; I therefore made a hafty retreat ; but, refoiving 
to know the end of the partridges, I kept hovering 
about the houfe ; and at laft, looking in at a window, 
I faw them, ftnoking hot, fet before the man who 
murdered them, who was accompanied by fevera) 
others s all of whom eyed them with as much delight 
as I have feen any of you difcovcr at the fight of the 
fineft worm or infe6t that could be procured. In an 
Inftant after this the poor partridges were divided limb 
from limb, and each one of the party prefent had his 
(bare, till every bone was picked. 

There were fome other things devoured in the feme 
<tnanner; from which I learnt, that men feed on birds 
and other animals, as we do on thofe little creatures 
which are deftined for our fuftcnance, only they do not 
eat the|ii alive. ' Pray, father, feid Dicky, do they eat 
Rcdbreafts i I believe not, (aid he 5 but I have reafon 
to fuppofe they^ make many a mea! on fparrows, for I 
have beheld vaft numbers of them killed. 

At this inftant their attention was atfrafted by one 
of the partridges in the pen, which thus addreflrd his 
diate: 

Well, my love, as there is no chance for our being 
fet at liberty, I think we may as Well prepare our neft, 
that you may depofit your eggs in it. The employ- 
ment of hatching and raffing your little ones will, at 
leaft, mitigate the wearifonienefs of confinement, and 
I promife myfelf many happy days ytt: for, as w^ 
are fo weH fed and attended, I think we may krtri 
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hopes that our ofisprtng will alfo be provided for; and, 
though .they will not be at liberty to range about as we 
formerly did, they will avoid n^any of thofe terrors and 
anxieties to which our race are frequently expofed at 
one feafon of the year in particular. 

I am very ready to follow your advice, faid the hen 
partridge, and the bulinefs will foon be completed, for 
the neft is in a manner made for us, it only wants a 
little adjuding : I will therefore fet about it immedi* 
ately, and wiH no longer wafte my hours in fruitlefs 
lamentations, fince I am convinced that content will 
render every Situation eafy in which we can enjoy the 
company of our deareft friends, and obtain the necefia* 
;ies of life* So faying, (he retired into the place pro* 
vided for the purpofe on which (he was now intent, and 
ber mate followed, in order to lead her all the affiftaii^e 
in his power. 

l^anvvery glad, faid the hen Redbreaft, that my 
young ones have had the opportunity of feeing fuch an 
example as thia^ Yqu noyi underftand what bej|^fit it 
IS of to have a temper of reHgnadon; more, than half 
the evils of life, I am well convinced, arife from fret* 
fulnefs and difcontent : and would every one, like thefe 
pajcridges, try to make the bed of t^heir condition, we 
ihould feldom hear complaints; for there are much 
fevfer feai thnn' imagiMary misfortunes. But come, let 
Q9 fake a peep into the next pen. 

Here -they beheld a pair of fine pheafants, who were 

quietly picking up fome grain that was fcattered for 

them ; from which might be inferred, that they .bad> 

like the pirtridges, reconciled themfelves to theirlot. 

The little Redbreafts were much pleafed whh Ae 

fceauty of the cock bird j but as there was no converfa- 
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lion to be heard here, their parents defired them to fly 
on $ as pleafures, by which the eye only was amufed, 
were not deferving of long artentton» 

They accordingly hopped to the next partition^ in 
which were confined a pair of penciled pheafants. 
Flapfy was quite del'ghted with the elegance of their, 
form and the beauty of thtir plumage, and could have 
ftaid the whole day looking at them ; but, as thefe 
birds were alfo tame and contented, nothing more could 
be learnt here than a confirmation of what the par- 
tridges had taught. Our travellers therefore proceeded 
ftlH farther, and found a pair of gold pheafants* Their 
fplendid appearance ftruck the young Redbreafts wicli 
aftonithment; and raifed fuch fentrments of refpe£^, . 
that they were even ftarflil of approaching birds which 
they efleemed as fo much fuperior to themlclves : but 
their father defiring they would never ferm.a judginent 
of birds from a glittering outfide, placed ht& family 
where they had an opportunity of obferving that this 
fi^Iendbd pair had but Kttle tntrinfic merit. 

They were proud of their fine plumage, and their 
chief employment ^as walking backwards arkd forwards 
to difplay it; and fometimes they endeavoured to pufli 
through the bars of their prifon, that they might get' 
abroad to (how their rich plumage to the world, and 
exult over thefe who were, iBtfcttrd|ieft^ tlifeft«i^U. 
them. How Hard, &sd one 6f them, k is to befliiir^ 
upliere, where there are no ether birds to admire tis^ 
and where we have no little ugly creatures to ri-- 
dicule. 

If fuch are your defires, iaid the hen R^breaft, I 
am fure you are happier here than at liberty ; for you 
would, by your proud affiled airs, excite the contempt 
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of e^rery bird which has right fentimtnts, and confe* 
quendy meet with continual mortification, to whidi 
even the uglicft might contribute. 

Peckfy dePired to know if all fine birds were proud 
and zffeStcd i By no means replied her mother ; you 
obferved th^ other two pair of pheafants, who were^ in 
my opinion, nearly equal to thefe for beauty and ele- 
gance. How cafy and unafluming were they, and how 
much were their charms improved by the graces of hu- 
mility! I often wonder that any Vtrd (hould indulge 
himfelf in pride. What have fuch little creatures as 
we to boaft of? The largeft (pecies amongft us is very 
inferior to many animals we fee in the worlds and 
man is lord over the greateft and ftrongeft even of 
thefe. Nay, man himfelf has no caufe to be pr^udi for 
he is fubje£l to death as well as the meaneft of. crea- 
tMres, as 1 have had opportunities of ob(&rving. But 
come, the day wears away, let us view the other parti 
of this enclofure. 

On this, the father conduced his family to a, variety 
ef pens, in which were different forts of foreign birds, 
€>f who;n he could give but little account; and would 
not fuffer his young ones to (land gazing at them loi^ 
left they (hould imbibe injurious notions of thi^n : eQ>e- 
cially when he heard Dicky cry out, as he left the pcMy 
I dare fay that bird is a very cruel, voracious creature 
I make no doubt but he would eat us all one after the 
other if be could get at as. 

. Take care, Dicky, faid -the father, bow you form 
an ill opinion of any one on flight grounds. You can- 
not poffibly tell what the chara£^er of this Stork is 
merely from his appearance \ you are a (linger to his 
language, and cannot fee the d ipofltion of bi$ heart. 

If 
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If you give wty lo a fufpicious teiDpcr» your own little 
hreaft will be in a ftate of conftaht perturbation ; you 
will abfolutely exclude yourfelf from the bleffings of 
fociety, and will be fhunned and defpifed by every bird 
of every kind. This Stork^ which you thus cenfare, 
is far from deferving your ill opinion. He would do 
you no harm, and is remarkable for his filial afiedion* 

I faw him taken prifoner. He was carry kig his aged 

father on bis back, whom he had for a long time fed 

and comforted : the weight of this precious burden im^ 

pcded bis flight; and, being at length weary with~ ity 

be defcended to the ground to reft himfelf, when a 

cruel man> who was out on the bufineU of bird-catch* 

ing, threw a net over them, and then feized him by 

the neck* His poor father, who was before worn out 

with age and infirmities, unable to bear this calamity^ 

fell from his back, and inftantly expired.. This Stork, 

^er caftiag a look of anguifli oa his dear pil^nt, which 

1 fhall never forget, turned with fury on his perfecutor^ 

whom he faeat with his wings with all the ftrength he 

bad ; but it was in vain to contend with a being fo much 

more powerful than himfelf ; and in fpite of all his ex^ 

ertions, he was conveyed to this place. ^ 

. But ciMne, let us pick up a little refrefhtisent, and 

then return to the orchard. Saying this, he alighted on 

^ ground, as did his mate and her family, where they 

met with a plentiful repaft in the provifions which ha4 

".been accidentally Scattered by the perfixi whofe employ-* 

ment it was to bring food for ^e inhabitants of the 

nenagery. When they had fufficiently regaled them* 

felves, all parties e^adly returned to the.neft| and every 

heart rejoiced in the pofielSou of liberty and peace. 

• 
CHAP. 
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For three fucc^ve days nothing reoi^rkable hap- 
pened either at Mr. Benfon's, or the Rcdbrcaft's neft. 
The little family came to the break&ft table^ and\Robia 
recovered from his accident, though not fiifEciently to 
fly well i bift Diclcy, Flapfy^ and Peckfy, continued fo 
healthy, and improved £o faft, that th^y rec^red no. 
farther care; and the third morning aftei; their tour tQ 
the grove, &c. they did not commit the leaft error. 
When they retired from the parloui; into the court- 
yar-d, to ^ihtch Robia accgmpanied them^ th^ father 
e^preiled great delight that tt^ey wei« at length a|k}e i^ 
Q^iit for th^n^^tflves, 
: And now a wooderful change took place m hi$ ovpA 
b^it. Tl^at ardqnt afFeAion for his yoaj^g, which 
lud hitherto made him, for their fakes, patient of toil, 
and fearlefe of danger^ was <m a iUdden quenched j but, 
fro^ the goodnefe of his di(po/i^ionf he ftill felt a kind 
lolicitude for their future welfare ^ and, calling them 
ai:ound hiip, be thiis addrefled them : 

Yoil^ muft be. (enGblsy my dear ypung ones, that, 
frpm the time you left the egg-{bell till tlie prefent 
inftant, both your mother and I have nourifhed yqn 
with the tendered loVe. We have taught you all the 
arts^ of life which are neceflary to procure your fub* 
fiftence, ^nd preferve you from danger. We have 
(hewn you a variety of fihara£lers in the different clafies 
of birds>and pointed|||^^|^ thofe which ;are.|^ be fhunned. 
You muft now fhift for yourfelves: but, before we 
part, let me repeat my.admojDtition, to uie indi^/li^, 

avoid 
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avoid contention, cultivate peace, and be coutenteil 
with your condition. Let none of your own fpecies 
cucel you m any anniable quality, for want of your en- 
deavours to equal the btft ; and do your duty in every 
relation of life, as we have done oqpi by you. Ta the 
gay fccnes of fevxty and diffipation prefer a calm retire* 
merit, for there is the greateft degree of happinefs to be 
found. You, Robin, 1 would advife, on aoeount of 
your infirmity, to attach yourfelf to the &mily where 
jrou have been fo kindly cheriflied. 

Whilft he thus fpake, his mate ftood by ; who, find'' 
Jng the fame change beginning to take place in her 
own breaft, (he viewed ber young ones with tender 
regret: and, when he ceafed, cried out. Adieu, ye 
imx ^tSts of my late cares and folicitude \ may ye 
never more ftand in need of a mother's affiflancef* 
Though nature now difmifles me from the arduous taik 
which I have long daily performed, .1 rejoice not, but 
would gladly continue my toil, for the fake of its at- 
tendant pleafures, O F delightful fentinients of ma- 
ternal love, how can I part with you } Let me, my 
neftlings, give you a laft embrace. Then, Tpreading 
her wings, (he folded them fucccffivety to her bof jm, 
and inftantly recovered her tranquillity. 

Each young one expreffed his grateful thanks to both ' 
fatlier and mother, a:.d with thefe acknowledgmtncd 
filial afFedion expired in their breads j inftead of ' 
whidi, a refpeflful friendfhip fucceeded. Thus was - 
that tender tie diflblved which had hithertp bound this^ 
little family together ; for the mrents had performed > 
their duty, an<||he young ones hudgNP need of further 
affiftance. .' ' 

The old Redbreafts, having now only tliemfelves to 

provide 



provide Ybf, rcfolvcd to be no k>nger burthenfome to 
thoir benefadors ; and, after pouring forth their grati*^ 
tude^ in the moft lively ftrains, they took their flight 
together, refolving never to feparate. Every care now 
vanifhed, and thei)- little hearts felt no fentinnents but 
thofe of cheerfulnefs and joy. They ranged the 
fields and garflens, fipped at the cooleft fprings^ and 
indulged* themfelves in the pleafures of foci^ty, join- 
ing their cheerful notes with thofe of other gay cho-> 
riflers, which animate and heighten the delightful fc^s 
of rural life, * 

The firft morning that the old Redbreafts were 
miffing from Mrs. Benfon's breakfaft-table, Frederick 
and his fifter were greatly alarmed for their fafety ; but 
their mamma faid (he was of opinion that they had 
left th^ir neftlings ; as it was the nature of animals m 
general to difmifs their young as foon as they were 
- able to provide for themfelves. That is very ftrange, 
replied Mifs Harriet: I wonder what would become of 
my brother and me, were you and papa to ferve us 
fo! 

And is a boy of fix, or a ^irl of eleven years old, 
capable of (hifting for themfelves? faid her mamma. 
No, my dc*ar child, you have need of a much longer 
continuance of your parents' care than birds and other 
animals; and therefore God has ordained that parental 
afFc£^ion, u hen once awakened, fliould always remain 
in the human breaft, utilefs extinguifiied by the undu- 
tiful behaviour of a child. 

And (hall we fee the old Redbreafts no more? 
cried Frederick. I do not know that you will, re- 
plied Mrs. Benfon, though it is not unlikely that they 
may vifit us again in the winter >^ but let not their 
/ ^ abfcnce 
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afcfence grieve you, my love, for I dare fay they arc fafe 
and happy. 

At that inftant the young ones arrived, and met with 
a very joyful reception. The amufement they af^ 
forded to Alafier Benfon reconciled him to the lofs of 
their parents ^ but Harriet declared (he could not help 
being forry that they were gone. I fhall, for the fu- 
ture^ mamma, faid (he, take great notice of animals ; 
for f have had much entertainment in obferving the 
vnffs of thefe Robins* I highly approve your refolu- 
tjoh, my dear, faid Mrs. Benfon, and hope the occa- 
fional inftru3ioaI have at different times given ycu has 
furiiiOied you with general ideas refpediog the proper 
treatment of animals* I will nov( infornr you upon 
what principles the rules of conduct X prefcribe to my- 
felf on this fubjed are founded. 

I cooHder that the fame ahnighty and good G0D9 
who created mankind, made all othec living creatures 
likewife; and appointed tbenx their different ranks in 
the creation, that they might form together a commu- 
nity, receiving and conferring reciprocal beneiits. 

There is no doubt that the Almighty defigned all 
|)eings for happinefs, proportionable to the faculties 
be has endued them wich^ and whoever wantonly 
deftroys that happineds a6is contrary to the will of his 
Maker, 

The world we live in feems to have been princi- 
palJy defigned for the ufe and comfort of mankind, 
who, by the divine appointment, have dominion over 
the inferior creatures ; in the exercife of which it h 
certainly their duty to imitate the fupreme Lord of the 
Vniverfe^ by being merciful to the utmoft of their 
power. They are endued with reafon, which enables 

them 
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them to difcover the different natuces of b'Utes, the fa* 
iiiit culties they poflefs, and how they.rpay be made fer.- 
viceable in the world; and as beads cannot apply 
^•J thefe faculties to their own ufe in fo extenfive a way^ 
2I? and numbers of thein, being unable to provide for their 
[^qI[ own fuftenance, arc indebted to men for many of the 
[]g|p.' neceflaries of life, men have an undoubted right to theit 
f.j labour in return, 

j^., Several other kinds of animals, which are fuftained 
^Ij^i at the expence of mankind, cannot labour for them ; 
from fuch they have a natural claim to whatever they 
can fupply towards the food and raiment of their bene- 
fadors ; and therefore, when we take the wool and 
milk of the flocks and herds, we take no more than our 
due, and what they can very well fpare : as they feetn 
i to have an over-abundance given them, that they may 
be able to return their obligations to us. 

Some creatures have nothing to give us but their 
own bodies : thdfe have been exprefsly deftined, by the 
fupreme Governor^ as food for mankind, and he has ap- 
pointed an extraordinary increafe of them for this very 
purpofe; fuch an increafe as would be very injurious 
to us if all were fuffered to live. Thefe we have an 
undoubted right to kill ; but (hould make theijr f^kott 
lives as comfortable as poffible. 

Other creatures feem to be of no particular ufe to 
mankind, but as they ferve to furnifh our minds with 
contemplations on the wiiHom, power, and goodnefs of 
God, and to exhilarate our fpirits by their dheerfu]- 
nefs. They (hould not be wantonly killed, nor treated 
with the leaft degree df cruelty, but ^ould be ac full 
liberty to enjoy the bleffings affigned them ; Uf)Ieis th^^ 
abound to fuch a degree as to become injuriouSj^ by 

devouring 
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devouring ^e food which is defigned for o^an^ or for 
animals more immediately beaedciai Cq him, whom it 
is his duty to prote(9:. 

Some animals, fuch as wild beafts^ ferpents, &c. are 
in their natures ferpcious, noxious, or venomous, and 
capable of injuring the health, or even of dcftroying the 
lives of men, and other creatures ofa higher rank than 
themlelves : thefe, if they leave the fecret abides which 
are allotted them, and iKcome oiFen£ve> certainly tr.zy 
with juftice be killei 

In a word^ noy dear, we (hould endeavour to regu- 
late our regards according to the utility and neceflities 
of every living creature with which we are any ways 
connefled; and confequently (hould prefer the happi- 
nefs of mankind to that of any animal whatever. Next 
to thefe (who, being partakers of the fame nature with 
ourfelves, arc more properly our felkw-creafures) we 
(hould confider our cattle and domeftic animals, and 
take care to fupply every creature that is dependent on 
us with proper food, and keep it in its proper place : 
after their wants are fupplied, we (hould extend our 
benevolence and compaflion as far as poilible to the in« 
ferior ranks of beings } and, if nothing farther is in our 
power, (hould at lea ft refrain from exercidng cruelties 
on them. For my own parr, I never willingly put to 
death,' or caufe to be put to death, any creature, but 
when there is a real neceffity for it ; and have my food 
dre(red in a plain manner, that no more lives may be 
facrificed for me than nature requires for my fubfiftence 
in that way which God has allotted me. But I fear I 
have tired you with my long le£ture, fo will now difr 
vdXU you« 

While Mrs% Benfon was giving thefe inftru(3ions to 

her 
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her daughter, Frederick diverted himfelf witb (be /dung 
Robins^ vvbO| having no kin4 parents now to admonifk 
tbem^ made a longer vifit than ufual: To that Mrf* 
Benibn would have been obliged to drive them away, 
had not Pcckfy, on feeing her move from her feat, re- 
collected that (he and her brother and fi((er ha^ beeii 
guilty of an irnpropriety ; (he therefore reminded them 
that they (h(^uld no longer intrude, and led the way out 
at'the window; the others followed her, and Mrs. Ben^ 
fon gave permiilion to her children to take their morn- 
ing's walk before they began their leiTons. ' 

C H A p. XXVI. 

I 

As the old Robins, who were the hero and heroine 
of my tale, are made happy, it is time for me to put an 
end to it : but my young readers will doubtlefs wi(h to 
know the fequel of the hif^ory;- I (hall therefore in- 
form them of it in as few words as poffible. 

Mifs Harriet followed her mammal precepts and 
examples, and grew up an umv^rfal hpufa^refs to all 
people, and all creatures, with whom (he was any ways 
#onne(5):ed« 

Frederick was educated upon the fame plan, and was 
never known to be cruel to animals, or to treat them 
with an improper degree of fondnefs : he was alfo re- 
markable for his benevolence, fo as to deferve and ob- 
tain the chara£ler of a good MA(f. 

Mifs Lucy Jenkins was quite reformed by Mrs» 
Benfon's lecSlMre, and her friend's exaqfiple; but her 
brother continued his pra£lice of exercifing barbarities 
on a variety of unfortunate aitimals, till he went to 
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fchoo! ; where, having no opportunity of doing fo, he 
gratified his malignant difpofition on his fchooUfelloW^, 
*and*nia(fe it his diverfion to piill their' Kair, atnd pinch 
'and teafe the younger boys; and, by the time he*be- 
came a man, had (o hardened his heart, that no Icmd of 
diftrefs affedled him, nor did he care for any pfcrfon but 
himfelf; confequently he was'defpifed by all With whooh 
he bad any intercourfe. In this manner he lived for fome 
years : at length, as he was inhumarily beating and fpur- 
ring a fine horfe, merely bccaufc it did not go a fafter 
pace than it was able to do, tht poor creature, in its 
efforts to evade his blows, threw his barbarous rider, 
who was killed on the (pot. 

Farmer Wilfon^s profperity inoreafed with every 
fucceeding year ; and he acquired a ' plentiful fortune, 
with which he gave portions' to each of his children, as 
>opportunlties offered for fettling them in the world : and 
he and his wife lived to a good old age, beloved and 
reipeded by all who knew them. 

Mrs. Addis loft her parrot by the diforder with 
which it was attacked while Mrs. Benfon was vifitirig 
at the houfe ; and before ilie had recovered the fhock 
of this misfortune^ as flie called it, her grief was re- 
newed by the death of an old lap-dog. Aboutay^r 
afterwards her monkey efcaped to the top of the h6ufe, 
f|rom whence he fell and broke his neck. The favour- 
ite cat went mad^'^nd was obliged to be killed. In 
(hort, by a feries of calamities, all her dear darlings 
were fucceiSvely deftroyed. She fupplied their places 
with new favourites, which gave her a great deal of 
fatigue and trouble. 

In the mean while her children grew up ; and, hav- 
ing foeperienced no tendernefs from her, they fcarcely 
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knew Cbcy had a mamma; nor did thofe who had the 
care <of their education inculcate that h^r want cf af- 
ftSion did not cancel thmr duty ; they therefore treated 
her with the utmoft negle£t, and (he had no friend left. 
In her old age, when flie was no longer capable of 
amufing herfelf with cats, dogs, parrots, and mohkies^ 
ihe became fenfifile of her errors, aa|l wi(bed for the 
comforts which other parents enjoyed; but it was 
now too late, and ile ended her days in j(»rrow ^nd 
regret, *» '^ -^ 

Tkfs unfortunate kdy had tendernefs enough in her 
diippTi^ion'^for all the purpofes of humanity; and, had 
ihc placed it on proper objeAs, agp^eably to Mrs. Ben* 
fofi's rule^ ihe might have been, like her, a good wife* 
mother, friend, and miftrefs, confequently refpedlable 
and happy. But, when a child, Mrs. Addis was (un*- 
der an idea of making her Under^hearfed) permitted to 
h,yilhimmoderaU/ondne/s on animal, the care of which 
cvigrofled her whole attention, and greatly interrupted 
her education ; fo that, inftead of (iudying natural hif- 
tory, and other ufefu) things, her time was taken up 
with pampering and attending upon animals, which (ha 
confidered as the nK>ft important bufinefs in life. 

Her children fell into faults of a different nature.^ 
M|ft Addta being, as I obferved in a former part of 
diis hiftory, left to the care of fervants, grew up with 
very contraded notions. Amongft other prejudices, 
(he imbibed that of being afraid of fpiderf, frogs, and 
other harmlefs things ; and, having been bitten by the 
monkey when it efcaped^ as I before related, and ter-^ 
rifisd by the cat when it went mad, (he extended her 
fears to every kind of creature, and could ntt take m 
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walk in the iields» or even in the ftfeef^ wichour a 
thouiand apprebendons. At laft ber conftitution^ 
nrhicb, from bad aurfing, had become very deiicate, 
was ftill more weakened by ber continual apprehen- 
fions ; and a rat happening to run acroft the path^ as 
ihe was walking, (he fell into fits, which afliidted her^ 
at intervals, duriii§ the remainder of her life. 

Mafter Addis, as foon as be became fenlible of his 
mother's ffible, conceived an kpreterate hatred to 
animals io'gtneral, which he reg^ded as his enemies;, 
and thought he was avenging his own caufe when he 
treated any with barbarity. Cats and doge, in parti- 
cular, he Tingled out4M the objetEls of his revenge^ be* 
cauftf he confidered them as his mother's greateft fa* 
vourites; and many a one fell an innocent vi£lim to 
bis midaken ideas. ' 

The parent Redbreafis vifited their kind bene- 
favors the next winter & but, as they were flying 
along one day, ihey faw iome criimbs ol bread^. 
which had been fcattered by Mlfe Lucy Jenkins, 
who (as I obferved before) had adopted the fenti* 
mems of^her friend, in refpe£k to compaffion to ani« 
mals and refolved to imiute her in every excel- 
lence. The Redbreafts gratefully picked up the 
crumbs, and, encoura^ged by the gentle invitation of 
her Jooks, determined to repeat their vifits; wbtcb 
they accordingly did, and found fueh an ample ^pply,. 
that they thought it more advifiible to go to her . 
with their next brood, than to be burthenfome t<» 
their old benefoftors, who had a great number of pen* 
ftoners to fopport : but Mafter and Mifs Benfon had < 
frequently the pleafure of feeing them, and knew them^^ 

from 



from all their fp^cics by feverJ partictilatiues, which 
fo long an acquaintance had giveii thctn the toppor- 
tunity of obferving. 

Robin, in purfuance of his fathcr*s advice, and 
agreeably td his own inclinations, attached himfelf 
to Mr. Benfon's family, where be was an exceeding 
great favourite. He had before, uwfcr the condudt 
of his parents, made frequent excurfions into the 
garden, and was, by their dire£lion, enabled to get 
up into trees, but his wing never recovered fuifi- 
ciently to enable him to take long flights ; however, 
he fo,und himfelf at liberty to do as he pleafcd \ and, 
during the fummer months, he commonly* paffed moft 
of his time abroad, and roofled in trees,- but vi* 
fited the> tea>table every oforniog; and there he 
ufually met his filler Peckfy, who toek up her abode 
in . the orchard, where (be enjoyed the friendlhip of 
her father and mother. Dicky and Flapfy, who 
thought their company too grave, flew giddily about 
together* In a ihort time they were both caught 
in a trap-cage, and put into the aviary, which Dcky 
once longed to inhabit. Here they were at^ iirft very 
miferable ; but, after a while, recollecting their good 
parent's advice, and the. example of the linnets and 
pheafants,^ they at length reconcile^ themfelves to their 
lot, and each met with a mate with whom they lived 
tolerably happy. 

From the foregoing examples, I hope my young 
readers will fele£l the beft for their own imitation, and 
take warning by the reft, otherwife my Fabulous Hif- 
tories have been written in vain. 

Happy would it be for the animal creation, if 

every 
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every human being, like good Mrs* Benfon^ con*^ 
fuleed the wtl&De of inferior Creatures, and neither 
fpoiled them by indulgence, nor injured them by 
tyranny! Happy would mankind be if every one, 
like her, a£led in conformity to the will of their -^ 

Maker} by cultivating in their own minds, and thofe 
of their children, the divine frincifU of universal. 

B£NE.VOt£KC£.i 
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